
WHERE HAS ALL THE RYEGRASS GONE? 

YEAR TURF ACRES LOCATION 

2007 Ryegrass 515,792 Oregon 
2012 Ryegrass 408,000* Oregon 
*21 percent decline in five years 
SOURCE: TURF MERCHANTS 

As ryegrass 

availability 

declines 

and cost 

Increases, 

superintendents 

overseed less 
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John Rector, turf products manager for 

Barenbrug, echoes Tubbs’ sentiment about 

the declining economy in 2008, when su-

perintendents started to gradually cut 

back on overseeding because they were 

constrained by shrinking budgets.

“Superintendents are tied to their bud-

gets when it comes to purchasing seed for 

overseeding,” says Rector, acknowledging 

the dramatic fluctuation in the cost of rye-

grass the past six years. “These fluctua-

tions make it that much more difficult to 

accurately budget these costs.”

The bottom line is, economics has 

changed the way superintendents ap-

proach golf course maintenance, over-

seeding included, says Wayne Horman of 

Landmark Turf & Native Seed. Perennial 

ryegrass, for example, is 25 cents more per 

pound than last year. Distributors paid 71 

cents, and now it’s 96 cents.

“If there’s a lot of dead grass this spring, 

no matter where, we’ll be short on rye-

grass,” Horman says. “More acres aren’t 

being grown, because growers have found 

more profitable crops — wheat, corn and 

soybeans, for example — to grow. I don’t 

think superintendents know how short 

we can be.”

That scenario is the opposite of what 

happened in 2010, when there was an 

oversupply of perennial ryegrass, which 

i s  g row n i n O regon, 

Washington, Canada and 

Northern Minnesota.

“New constr uction 

was way down, and su-

perintendents’ budgets 

were very tight, so grow-

ers were told the indus-

try didn’t need ryegrass,” 

Horman says. “As a result, 

they gradually cut back 

25 to 30 percent a year. 

It was cheaper to plant 

wheat, corn and soybeans 

because growers were 

making more money with 

those crops.”

Worldwide demand for 

wheat began to rise about 

this same time and replaced 40 percent 

of the cool-season turfgrass production, 

which was far less profitable. The cost of 

ryegrass will remain high as long as world-

wide demand for wheat outstrips supplies, 

Tubbs says.

“There are 220,000 acres of wheat that 

used to be all grass in the Pacific North-

west,” he says. “There has been a steady 

decline of most cool-season grass acreage 

since 2008. We lost 25 percent of it that 

isn’t coming back.”

“Ten years ago, there were a few thou-

sand acres of wheat in Oregon’s Willa-

mette Valley, and in 2012, there were 

135,000 acres harvested,” Rector adds.

The profitability and competition from 

other agriculture products, such as wheat, 

corn and vegetables, increased options 

for growers. When seed prices crashed in 

2009-2010 and seed acres declined, seed 

growers looked for options and found ris-

ing prices for grain an alternative. How-

ever, with increased seed prices, the tide 

might be shifting again toward grass seed. 

“Growers generally like crop rotations 
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Unparalleled Maximum Flow

Dura Flow Hose 
From Kochek

     Pressure Rating 250 PSI WP      750 PSI Burst            Kink Resistant     
Heavy Duty           Durable

 
High Quality Flexible Compounds make it Flexible & Lightweight for irrigation and 

water movement applications

Powder Coated Coupling + 
Stainless Steel Screws

GH Series

Dura Flow

Clear GH Series

Quick       
Easy to install
Reusable

for 3/4” & 1”

View the web for Available Options  
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1”  NPSH Nozzle 

10 To 60 GPM
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// GOING DOWN

PERENNIAL RYEGRASS DIMINISHMENT 
BY ACRE IN THE WILLIAMETTE VALLEY

SOURCE: OREGON SEED COUNCIL




