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A s the son of Clarence Wolfrom, 
a longstanding superinten-
dent and Michigan Golf Hall 
of Famer, Bruce Wolfrom was 
introduced to the intricacies of 

course design at an early age.
“When I was a little boy, I’d go with my fa-

ther when he was asked to come and lay out 
a new course or consult on problems courses 
were having,” Wolfrom says. “I was always in-
trigued with the prospect of taming nature.”

Clarence, Bruce’s father, was the superin-
tendent of Maple Lane Golf Course, a public 
course located in Sterling Heights, Mich., for 
53 years. Along the way he helped found the 
Michigan Turfgrass Foundation, and he also 

helped many turf professionals get their start 
in the industry. Bruce and his older brother 
Clem were two of those who were helped by 
Clarence’s influence, as they followed in their 
father’s footsteps. Bruce accepted a position as 
the superintendent of Treetops, based in Gay-
lord, Mich., while Clem was hired as superin-
tendent of the private Detroit Golf Club.

“We had both worked at Donald Ross-
designed courses in the past and had gone 
through the process of bringing the original 
intent of the design back to the courses we were 
at,” he says. “It led to an understanding of the 
‘why’ behind good design.”

With their passion for course maintenance 
instilled as children, Bruce and Clem often dis-

White Pine Way
From the selection of the land to the low-pressure irrigation 
system, Northeast Michigan’s White Pine National Golf Resort 
harmonizes with nature and golfers.
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cussed the possibility of designing their 
very own course, utilizing the methods 
they had learned from some of the world’s 
most respected designers. They were inter-
ested in many locations, but as they began 
to search for land, they realized just how 
challenging it is to find property suited for 
a golf course.

“We had to have land that was natu-
rally laid out for the game of golf, which 
would cut our construction costs. It also 
had to have the right soil and elevation,” 
says Wolfrom. “We’d seen hundreds of 
sites, but they were too low-lying, or their 
soil would be heavy clay, causing drainage 
problems.”

But, one 400-acre property immedi-
ately caught their attention. Located in 
Hubbard Lake, Mich., a resort area they 
had frequented as children, the land fea-
tured majestic white pine and oak trees, as 
well as high terrain and light sandy loam 
soil, allowing Bruce and Clem to operate a 
course primarily designed by nature. 

“I’ve always believed that nature is the 
best designer of the landscape,” he says. 
“It’s obvious that the contours of this 
land weren’t made with bulldozers, but by 
Mother Nature.”

Grand opening 
The Wolfroms purchased the property in 
1991 and, after 21 months of construc-
tion and renovation, opened White Pine 
National Golf Resort in September 1992.

From the back tees, the course mea-
sures 6,752 yards. Although White Pine is 
not remarkably long or narrow, its bunker 
placement and small, undulating greens 
offer even the most experienced golfers 
an examination of their skills.

Featuring five sets of tees, the par-72 
layout was designed to tailor to golfers of 
all experience levels.

“We’re proud of the number of new 
golfers who have been introduced to golf 
at White Pine,” says Wolfrom. “After 20 
years, we’re starting to see some of the 
kids who learned the game here, come 
back to their roots, so to speak, and bring 
their friends.”

White Pine’s greens stimp at 10 all sea-
son long. To provide further relief to in-
experienced golfers, the course is particu-
larly unusual for its lack of water hazards. 

“Part of our design aesthetic was to 
eliminate water hazards. Besides the in-
timidation factor that water can add to 
casual golfers, there was a maintenance 
philosophy behind that decision,” Wol-
from says.

Most courses with natural ponds or 
streams are generally located in valleys or 
other types of low-lying terrains, which 
are more difficult to drain. By excluding 
water hazards, White Pine does not re-
quire any drain pipes. In fact, with its high 

terrain and natural drainage system, the 
course’s turf is protected from disease and 
damage caused by torrential downpour 
and flooding.

 “In 20 years, the course has only been 
closed once due to a two-hour-long storm 
that left behind four inches of rain. While 
other local courses were closed for a few 
days, White Pine was open again in a few 
hours.”

Less pressure
Although White Pine’s lack of water haz-
ards is uncommon, its focus on environ-
mental friendliness is groundbreaking. 
White Pine utilizes a low-pressure irriga-
tion system, thereby minimizing water 
and energy, a novel irrigation method.

Continued on page 42

“The great thing 
about owning and 
operating your own 
business is that you 
get to do everything 
— from overseeing the 
maintenance on the 
golf course to seeing 
to it that our bag drop 
staff is taking care of 
our customers.” 
— Bruce Wolfrom
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 “As courses became longer, irrigation 
designers increased the pressure that 
water was subjected to in order to irrigate 
their courses,” says Wolfrom. “To move 
more water farther at higher pressure, 
you need bigger pumps. And, of course, 
the bigger the pump, the more electricity.”

After observing other courses’ irriga-
tion methods, Wolfrom has theorized 
that, with larger, high-pressure irrigation 
systems, water is often sprayed too far. As 
a result, most of the water is either wind-
swept or evaporated rather than actually 
irrigating the turf.

 “We believed we could accomplish bet-
ter saturation with less energy by using 
more sprinkler heads at lower pressure. 
It’s the single best decision we made in the 
beginning that minimized our impact on 
the environment.”

Since 1992, White Pine’s electric bill has 
consistently been 50 percent lower than 
other courses of similar length and eleva-
tion. The system has also saved millions 
of gallons of water.

National environmental associations 
and organizations have taken notice. Back 
in 2000, White Pine received recognition 
as a regional winner of the GCSAA’s Envi-
ronmental Stewardship Award. Later that 
year, Audubon International named the 
course one of the top 100 environmentally 
friendly courses in the U.S. 

“From the selection of the land, to its 
one-of-a-kind low-pressure irrigation sys-
tem, White Pine’s design and maintenance 
continues to have a minimal impact on the 
environment,” Wolfrom says.

Golf and nature
As general manager, Wolfrom’s current 
staff consists of only four maintenance 
professionals, who help him sustain 
White Pine’s irrigation system and turf on 

// THE WHITE PINE WAY

Children have a special place at White 
Pine National because general manager/
superintendent Bruce Wolfrom feels they 
are the future of the game. 

So any child who comes to White Pine 
National with a playing parent or grand-
parent plays for free. 

Yes — free. 
Wolfrom has always believed it’s im-

portant to give back to the game of golf, 
which has provided him with many hours 
of recreation, good friends and a liveli-
hood. Beyond care and concern for the 

environment, Wolfrom and 
his staff believe that 

if they don’t invest 
in the future of the 
game, it won’t 
continue to grow. 
Therefore, White 
Pine National devel-

oped a “Free Golf for 
Kids” program.

He also believes that 
if children spend quality time playing golf 
with their parents, some day they’ll do the 
same with their children and, as adults, 
will remember those special family times 
and continue to play the game.

White Pine has hosted classes for 
school children, offering afternoon introduc-
tions to the game as a reward for a year’s 
worth of good classroom behavior, accord-
ing to students’ respective teachers.

For nearly 20 years, high school and 

community college players have also 
practiced and played at White Pine Na-
tional. In addition, elementary and middle 
school children have attended summer 
day camps at the course, learning about 
the mechanics, etiquette and ethics of 
the game.

It’s a win-win situation. Parents or 
grandparents can enjoy a great time with 
their children or grandchildren for the 
same fees they’d pay if they were playing 
alone. White Pine also wins, as parents 
and grandparents are grateful for the op-
portunity — and ensure their children or 
grandchildren learn to respect the course 
and the equipment. Children win by being 
introduced to a game they will be able to 
play for a lifetime, while enjoying quality 
time with their family. And, finally, the 
community of Hubbard Lake, Michigan 
wins because those children are learning 
the importance of respecting the course, 
their equipment, their fellow players, and 
other golfers on the course. 

Everyone wins.

It’s all about the kids!
Continued from page 41

“I was always intrigued 
with the prospect of 
taming nature.”
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// JUMP HEAD

a daily basis. With a staff that is smaller 
than usual, Wolfrom has trained his team 
members to multitask, minimize errors 
and conserve resources.

“When you think about environmen-
tal friendliness, efficiency has a lot to do 
with it. By guiding my staff and initiating 
training programs, unnecessary errors 
have been eliminated and fuel costs have 
been reduced by 30 percent in the past 
year,” he says. 

Through their commitment to ecology 
and conservation, Wolfrom and his staff 
have developed a cost-effective course, 
which saves thousands of dollars each year. 
In doing so, golfers are able to enjoy White 
Pine’s natural settings — and fair prices.

“Our customer base demands value for 
their dollar, so being environmentally con-
scious is best for our budget and our golf-
ers,” he says. “When folks golf here and see 
deer grazing along the fairways or discover 
a newborn fawn in the rough, they under-
stand that White Pine National is a great 
place for golf and for nature.” G

Michigan-based freelance writer Chris Lewis 
specializes in reporting on golf in the U.S. 
This is his first story for Golfdom.

The 1997 USGA Senior Amateur Sectional, the 1999 Michigan Junior Amateur  
and the 2004 Michigan Women’s Amateur have all been hosted at White Pine National.  
“We have a number of charitable tournaments each year and have raised tens of thousands 
of dollars for volunteer fire departments, hospices, Habitat for Humanity, the Hubbard Lake 
Community Association, and several memorial and scholarship events,” Wolfrom says.
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