PHOTO BY: SETH JONES / ISTOCKPHOTO (PEN)

SHUTTERSTOCK (NOTEPAD)

Golfdom.com

Golfdom // 27




Southern Grasses
Need Southern
Weed Control

When it comes to weed control, customization
is key. Southern grasses, for example, have
unique challenges due to the nearly year-round
growing season and other factors such as
sensitivity to select herbicides and low shade
and traffic tolerance. Herbicide producers
have increased their use of field research and
chemistry to develop formulations that target
weeds in a specific region such as the South.

According to Jim Goaodrich, product specialist
for Kansas City, Missouri-based PBI-Gordon
Corporation, carfentrazone is an ingredient
that, when formulated with 2,4-D, MCPP and
dicamba, provides proven broadleaf weed
control in southern grasses. Carfentrazone
works in this combination to inhibit a key
enzyme in chlorophyll production, causing cell
membranes to rupture and quickly disintegrate.

Also important in the South, is an effective
herbicide that is highly selective in most
established warm- and cool-season turfgrasses
including: bermuda, zoysia, bahiagrass, commaon
St. Augustine, buffalograss, centipedegrass,
seashore paspalum and tall fescue.

One product that meets these criteria is

SpeedZone* Southern from PBI-Gordon. The
product is proven in university and cooperator
tests to produce fast-acting response and

visible activity within hours. Important in the
often-moist South, it is rain-fast in just three
hours and causes weed death in 7-14 days.
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As shown in these before and after photos, clover was eliminated
from this lawn in 1 week.
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I cruised over to the Club Car booth, where I met with Dave Hodg-
son, Club Car’s Visage sales manager for Canada. We talked about
the Visage Mobile Golf Information System, which is basically a
touch-screen mounted inside the cart, where a rearview mirror
might be.

I've seen this system evolve over the last couple years. Each
year it seems they find an added benefit or two. This year, what
caught my ear were two things: One, that courses that have
bought into the system have been able to remove golf course sig-
nage directing players where they can and can’t drive, because
the GPS system already dictates where golfers can and can’t drive.
And two, that some superintendents are using the system as a
way to communicate directly with golfers.

“Superintendents who are progressive are using it to produce
videos,” Hodgson told me. “It can be something as simple as, ‘Hey,
we're going to aerify next week.” They’re educating golfers in a
fun way.”

That’s right — videos of you, the superintendent, speaking
directly to the golfer ashe makes the drive from the practice put-
ting green to No. 1 tee. That’s crazy enough it just might work...

Tose
I always schedule about an hour to visit with the folks at Toro
because they have so much going on. This year was no differ-
ent. Among other things we talked about their Tier-4-compliant
machines, their new partnership with GreensPerfection brushes
(mentioned last issue), the Reelmaster 3550-D, the Rounds4Re-
search program and the Multi Pro 1750 and WM sprayers.

These new sprayers made an impression. The tanks have been
reconfigured to achieve 99 percent spray-out. There are no nooks
or crannies in there for expensive chemicals to get left behind.
A six-diaphragm pump is powerful enough to agitate and pump
everything out. The 1750 has a tank capacity of 175 gallons while
the MW has a 200-gallon capacity. I'm told they’ll be available
early next year.

I also met up with David Angier, senior marketing manager
for irrigation, and he showed me the Toro Twilight golf lighting
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system they acquired two years ago. This system allows golfers
to work on their putting at night by illuminating golf holes and
the surrounding putting area.

Iknow what you're thinking; you don’t want golfers on the put-
ting greens at night, you've got enough work during the day. But
Angiers tells me the system is low-tech so anyone working food
and bev can run out and set these up in the evening. Even more
important, he tells me some clubs are including this as an add-on
to a wedding reception, and they're netting $500 for an hour of
nighttime putting. That might make the GMs sit up and listen...

Ready for more equipment? I was. [ headed over to my next ap-
pointment at the Jacobsen booth and got the grand tour of the
LF510.

The phrase that best summed it up was, “Jacobsen quality of
cut with surprising affordability.” They’ve removed the bells and
whistles from the 550 to bring the price point down. As Rachel
Luken, product manager, told me, “Thisis what the market needs
— budgets are still tight.”

You might remember the marketing campaign for the LE510.
They had the sheet covering the mower, asking people to guess
what the machine was. I guessed it was something high tech.
Instead Jacobsen went the opposite direction, keeping it simple.

An example of how this machine got simple is in how you con-
trol speed on the machine. Out goes an electric speed regulator,
in comes a simple mechanical speed control.

Quali - e

One of my more interesting meetings came with Jerry Corbett,

product management and development manager for Quali-Pro.

They have a couple big products out right now, but Corbett really

wanted to talk about who Quali-Pro is and what they do.
Corbett said he wants the company to shed the image of being

a post-patent chemical company.

Continued on page 30
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“Ipromise you Quali-Pro can make it as good as anyone
in the world. All we do is agro-chemicals,” he told me.
“We don’t make pharmaceuticals, we don’t make plastics.
We'll be in this to the bitter end.”

Another interesting thing Corbett told me is that the
company will have a nematicide in 2014. He said ithas a
very green profile, that the EPA found it “boring.”

Back to Quali-Pro’s two noteworthy products this year:
Negate and Enclave. Negate is a dual-powered post-emer-
gent herbicide that controls grassy and broadleaf weeds in
warm-season grasses. Enclave is a broad-spectrum fun-
gicide using “quad-control technology” and controls snow
mold, brown patch, anthracnose and other diseases.

Jehm Decw

The two products I spent the most time looking at this year
were Deere’s V40 and AV40 PrecisionCore aerators. Mark
Barnes, product marketing manager, gave me the VIP tour of
this equipment.

Barnes explained how the edge of some greens holds more

THE TURFCO CR-10 MAKES IT HAPPEN!

— Whether you're topdressing your fairway, renovating bunkers or

mﬁ-;‘n relocating material, the Turfco® CR-10, with a four cubic-yard

— hopper, is the workhorse you've been looking for. Its patented
three-position switch, cross-conveyor flow control and self-cleaning hopper make
it the most effective material handler available. And now the CR-10 is available
with WideSpin™ technology—allowing you to deliver light or heavy topdressing
applications at unprecedented widths and depths. All this—plus a three-year
warranty. The CR-10. Don’t start a project without it.

Call 1-800-679-8201 for a FREE
on-site demonstration or video.

WWW.TURFCO.COM THE LEADER. SINCE 1961,
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water than the rest of the green. In order to deal with this, the
V40 and AV40 can be adjusted on the fly, without stopping. So an
operator could go from a 2-inch hole spacing to a 1-inch spacing
and then right back to the 2-inch.

Iliked this: it comes with a refuel warning to prevent guys get-
ting ditched on the furthest hole from the shop. There’s a light
that comes on, yes, but if it gets really low, the machine won't even
drop the coring head. Also cool, the machine has an articulating
frame so coring depth remains consistent, even over greens with
alot of undulation in them.

Ran into Doug Houseworth, Ph.D., at Arysta Lifescience. We
talked about how Xonerate for Poa control was doing. He said
some users were shocked at what the product did right off the
bat — eradicate Poa mercilessly down to the dirt — and were
surprised by the drastic results.

“It’s a little like plastic surgery,” Houseworth said, “You look
awful for a short period, then you look great.”

Houseworth then got into a popular topic — plant health. He
said some of his competitors were owning that phrase, but that
Arysta would be making a push as well. “Our strobilurin is equal
to or better than anything they’ve got,” he said.

Ostara

We go from Arysta to Ostara.

I wasn’t familiar with Ostara, or their Crystal Green fertil-
izer. When I got to their booth, they asked me to run my hands
through a tray of white granules, which of course I did. I'm very
trusting at trade shows, apparently.

But there was a point to what the folks at Ostarahad me do —
they wanted to show me that these granules are very clean, hard
and dust free... which makes for easy blending.
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I was running my hands through a slow-release form of phos- E : : {1 Eg@ 'u.J

phorous, nitrogen and magnesium. It’s also a sustainable product,
asit’s produced by recovering phosphorous from renewable re- o ! E o
sources. Crystal Green is citrate-soluble with low water solubility, !
making the granules release slowly over the growing season. The
nutrients are slowly distributed in response to plant demand,
the company says. So when the roots are satisfied, Crystal Green
stops releasing until the next growth period.

Clearly, it’s all over my head — I'm the guy who runs hishands
through random stuff at conventions, after all — but lucky for

me, more can be learned at crystalgreen.com.

funjco

I stopped by the Turfco booth to visit with Scott Kinkead, execu-
tive vice president. He told me that the Widespin 1550 under-
went some improvements. Among them, it has 20 percent more
capacity, awider hopper opening and a better system for knowing
what your application is. They’ve gone to what they call the “app
culture” and made an easier-to-use home screen so it’s not up to
the superintendent (or the most mathematically gifted guy on
the crew) to set the rate. Now you can just plug in the “greens”
rate and it automatically goes to what the superintendent has
pre-programmed. Push the “fairways” button, and... you get it.

¢ Kills Damaging Turf Insects with Long-Lasting Results

e Protects Through Rapid Uptake and Translocation

e Allows for Plant Rescue and Future Protection

The TriWave 40 also got some work done. It used to be this was
areactive piece... guys only took it out when there was a problem. Effective On:

Chinch Bug  Mole Cricket
Annual Bluegrass Weevil Crane Fl

Now it can be backed up to a Gator and on the course faster, mak-
ing it easier to use for preventative maintenance. “For the first
time ever, a guy can go out every two weeks and just touch up

problem spots,” Kinkead said.
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OK, that’s all the space [ have for this issue, but I promise you
corpoRration

there’s more in my notebook. I'll share it as the year goes on in
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our regular “Golfdom Gadgets” feature. @
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