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The GIS Survey

Sorry,  
Vegas,  
I fold.
  62%

SUPERS SPEAK OUT: 

The GIS is not that 
important to me 

8%

GCSAA membership
1%

Nothing could 
keep me from 

attending
7%

The travel
16%

The time 
away 

from work
12% 

The price
56%
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GOLFDOM READERS SHARE THEIR OPINIONS ON THE STATE OF 
THE GOLF INDUSTRY SHOW, FROM HOW IMPORTANT IT IS TO 
THEIR CAREERS TO THE ONE THING MOST LIKELY TO KEEP THEM 

FROM ATTENDING.  B y  t h e  G o l f d o m  S ta  f f

The education is still vital, and 
the price of attending the Golf 
Industry Show is the one thing 
that might keep a superinten-
dent from attending. Those 
are just a few of the things we 
learned from our readers.

But how many readers be-
lieve that the Golf Industry Show will return to its heyday of 
the mid-2000s? How many readers wouldn’t miss the GIS 
for anything? Which is more popular, the national show or 
your regional show?

All of these questions were answered in late January, when 
Golfdom sent out a survey to its readers and asked them 8 
questions about the Golf Industry Show. We were thrilled 
to receive a whopping 867 responses to the survey. From 
chatter in the industry, people from maintenance facilities on 
the coasts to GCSAA brass in Lawrence, Kan., were looking 
forward to seeing the results of our survey.

Thank you to everyone who filled out the survey. One 
lucky participant was rewarded with a $100 gift card. Look 
for another Golfdom survey soon — this next one will ask su-
perintendents to give their honest opinions on the effort and 
capital it takes to maintain putting greens.

And now, the results of our GIS survey…

VEGAS, BABY! ARE YOU GOING TO 
THE 2012 GOLF INDUSTRY SHOW?

We’ll be up 
$500 by 
midnight!

38%

What’s the primary thing that could  
(or does) keep you from attending the GIS?



Survey Says...

Continued from page 25
In recent years the Golf Industry Show  
attendance has been dropping at an alarm-
ing rate. If you were GCSAA CEO for a day, 
what would you do to try to help the Golf 
Industry Show stop the bleeding?

MORE VALUE 
For above and below ground insect  
control use Mallet® and Menace®.

MORE EFFECTIVE PROTECTION  
Promote healthy turf all season long with  
TM+IP, T-Methyl and Propiconazole.  

MORE CHOICE 
Brown patch, dollar spot? Take your 
pick from our full line of fungicides.

From tee to green, trust Nufarm to give you more performance and value for 
your maintenance dollar.

More where it matters most. 

MORE EASE 
Non-turf areas stay clean for months 
with one shot of ‘stay-put’ ProDeuce®.

©2012 Nufarm. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. 

Mallet®, Menace®, Millennium™ and ProDeuce® are trademarks of Nufarm.

Collaborate. Create. Succeed.  
www.nufarm.com/usto

MORE CONFIDENCE 
Clover, thistle and hundreds of other tough 
weeds melt away with Millennium™ Ultra2. 

Q

“I would stop the GIS show and do maybe 
four or five big regional shows. That would 
cut down on travel expenses and be more 
pertinent to where you’re at.”

DAMON DI GIORGIO, superintendent, 
Fieldstone Golf Club, Wilmington, Del.

“I think the GIS needs to become more af-
fordable. I think the golf tournament itself 
plus the actual conference need to be 
combined into an area where it’s affordable 
for everyone to go.”

TOM LIVELY, CGCS, TPC San Antonio

“The educational seminars are awesome, 
and the networking opportunities are im-
mense. The trade show continues to keep 
me busy. I think the timing aspect, it may 
be good for people on the East Coast, there 
are areas on the West Coast — that’s 
prime time for some people. Palm Springs, 
Arizona, that’s their season. They should 
think about moving the timing.”

MARK BURCHFIELD, superintendent, 
Victoria Club, Riverside, Calif.
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Yes!
  52%

MORE VALUE 
For above and below ground insect  
control use Mallet® and Menace®.

MORE EFFECTIVE PROTECTION  
Promote healthy turf all season long with  
TM+IP, T-Methyl and Propiconazole.  

MORE CHOICE 
Brown patch, dollar spot? Take your 
pick from our full line of fungicides.

From tee to green, trust Nufarm to give you more performance and value for 
your maintenance dollar.

More where it matters most. 

MORE EASE 
Non-turf areas stay clean for months 
with one shot of ‘stay-put’ ProDeuce®.

©2012 Nufarm. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. 

Mallet®, Menace®, Millennium™ and ProDeuce® are trademarks of Nufarm.

Collaborate. Create. Succeed.  
www.nufarm.com/usto

MORE CONFIDENCE 
Clover, thistle and hundreds of other tough 
weeds melt away with Millennium™ Ultra2. 

Seeing new 
products

18%
Networking

27%

Education
45%

Getting to unwind 
with my colleagues

3%

Learning new 
maintenance 

methods
6%

“It’s hard to say, but I think GCSAA needs to 
do more one-on-one events and CEUs are too 
easy to get nowadays. It used to be you went 
to the (GIS) to get CEUs. Now you go to the 
local organizations, where you can get CEUs 
monthly, or even through webcasts.”

KIRK DOLAN, Turfgrass Director 
Louisville Metro Parks

“I would try to have more events like (the  
Golfdom Summit,) where it’s one-on-one.”

ROBERT CAREY, superintendent, 
Spring Brook Country Club, Morristown, N.J.

Is the Golf Industry Show 
as important to your 
career today as it was a 
decade ago?

No
48%

OK, we’re all looking forward to the David Feherty talk and  
the chapter reception. But what’s really the most valuable 
thing about the GIS?



Survey Says...
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Clover, thistle and over 250 other broadleaf weeds disappear with one 

application of Millennium
™

 Ultra2. With ‘meltdown’ and residual control, 

it keeps turf clean and pristine for weeks, and can be applied virtually 

any time for maximum flexibility. That’s how Nufarm brings you more 

control  – and more confidence. Ask your distributor for Millennium Ultra2.

More control.

©2012 Nufarm. Important: Always read and follow label 

instructions. Millennium™ is a trademark of Nufarm.

More where it matters most.  
www.nufarm.com/usto

I’m staying home for 
my regional show

50%

I’m flying  
to the GIS

50%

You bet.
It’s as relevant  

as ever!
  87%

The GIS attendance has plummeted in recent years. 
Do you think the heyday of 2008 will ever return?

It’ll be back to 
2008 levels, 
and soon!

2%

No, attendance might 
increase some, but never 

to 2008 levels again
46%

Someday, but not 
for a long time

29%

Sorry, attendance 
is going to keep 

dwindling
14% 

Attendance will hold steady 
to where it is today 

9%

Decision time. The GM said you can go to one show, but 
not both, in 2012. Are you going to your regional show, 
or the national?

They’re messing with 
my Spring prep by 
holding it so late!

16%

It’s not on Christmas 
or my wife’s birthday, 

right? Then it’s cool 
84%

The Golf Industry Show is later than 
usual this year (Feb. 29th-March 1st ). 
Has the late date affected your  
decision to attend?

It’s like 2011 Tiger 
Woods, just not that 

big of a deal  
anymore 13%

Have the folks in Lawrence  
done a good job of  
keeping this show  
relevant to you  
and your job?




