( ( When you take
a show that requires
9to 10 days from the
front end to the back
end, that's an ex-
tremely hard thing
to get people to do.”

— Rbett Evans, GCSAA CEO,
on the difficulties of hosting the
current format of the GIS and
GCSAA National Champion-
ship & Golf Classic

( ( You have to
have a thick skin,
because there are
always comments.”’

— Gillian Bean, superinten-
dent, Table Rock Golf Club,
Centerburg, Obio, on being a
woman superintendent

( ( You go to some
place like Chad, in
Africa, and they say
to you, 'How do we
get those maroon
batteries?’ And it
makes me wonder,
‘How did they even
know we existed?"”
— Jeff' Elder, Trojan Battery
president, on Trojan Battery’s
expanding reach around the

world
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NO SHAME IN TURF

According to an article written by Greg
Voakes on www.guyism.com, they are the

What do funeral
services, weather
forecasting and golf
course and turfgrass
management have
in common?

top online bachelor degree programs
you should be ashamed of.

Thanks a pant load, Greg. Good lookin’
out! Where does writing brutal, idiotic
articles for a bad online magazine rate
on your list? What, an article on 30 days
to great abs was already taken?
— This is what Greg had to say about a
golf course and turfgrass management
degree: “Golf course and turfgrass management sounds like the most boring
online bachelor program ever. If you yearn literally to watch grass grow, deal
with old rich people who smell funny and have bad attitudes, and water/mow
the lawn, this is definitely for you.”

The really bad thing about this article is that people really feel this way
about our industry. For example, about ten years ago I was at my wife’s work
Christmas party when I found myself ditched by my wife, so I was stuck car-
rying on a conversation with the spouse of one of her coworkers — you know,
the worst possible Christmas party scenario. During the conversation the guy
asks me what I do for a living and I tell him I'm a golf course superintendent.

Following my response he asked me why I didn’t go to college. I told him
I did and he asked me what my degree was in. After I told him my degree was
in turgrass management he laughed and asked me why I didn’t just get a de-
gree in basket weaving. True story.

I am not sure who people like Voakes and the moron at the Christmas
party think takes care of a golf course. Greens don’t mow themselves. Fungi-
cide and fertilizer applications don’t just magically happen. The bottom line
is that regardless of what people think I couldn’t be further from ashamed
about my choice of degree. If T had it all to do over again, I wouldn’t change
a thing. Golf course maintenance is now and will forever be part of me. I am
golf course maintenance.

— Matt Hendren



