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Reading Greens
■ Editor’s CommEntary

T
his Golf Industry Show was an 
amazing experience for me.

As a journalist, I’m used to 
asking the questions. One of the 
biggest surprises for me at this 
GIS was how many people were 

asking me the questions. 
Honestly, I was flattered. Often it feels like 

I’m writing in a void, but then I attend the GIS 
and people bombard me with questions about 
my job change, about my recent stories and 
travel experiences, proving to me they’re reading 
my stuff every month… it’s a flattering  
experience.

If you didn’t get a chance to catch up with 
me for a beer or three at Miller’s Ale House in 
Orlando, I thought I’d share with you the most 
commonly asked questions of your pal Seth:

Wow, man, editor-in-chief of Golfdom? Isn’t it 
great? Cheers! I’m so excited, and I love it.

Did you get ‘let go’ from GCSAA, or…? I’m 
happy to report that I was not let go from 
GCSAA, that I was still gainfully employed 
there when the guys from Golfdom called me 
up to discuss ‘an opportunity.’ My last day at 
GCSAA coincided with the company holiday 
party, so, in my mind, I pretended it was my 
own going-away party.

So what the heck is really going on at GCSAA? A 
similar thing that is going on throughout the in-
dustry. How big is your crew right now? Smaller 
than it was six years ago? GCSAA is in the same 
boat. It’s just a rough time.

The staff members at the GCSAA are trying 
their best with the pieces they still have. But, 
in my opinion, morale was low there. It’s the 
same way in a lot of places right now, where you 
can sense the gloom. I hope they all catch a few 
breaks soon, because they deserve it.

Whose fault is it? It’s my fault.
Just kidding.
It’s hard to point a finger. The GCSAA 

leadership understands they need to diversify 
revenue to be less dependent on the GIS.

I have some speculations, but they’re just 
that, speculations. Besides, who cares whose 
fault it is? A better question is, “How are they 
going to bounce back?” (And I’ll save that one 
for a future column.) 

OK, so what really happened to (former GCSAA 
CEO) Mark Woodward? Oh man, check out this 
Blake Griffin dunk they’re about to show on 
SportsCenter!

Jerk. …So, are you just going to roast the GCSAA 
now that you’re with Golfdom? You know, I’m 
going to do my job, be fair and make Golfdom 
the best magazine it can be. I’m going to work 
my tail off to get the best contributors, the best 
stories, the best covers. 

So I won’t be unfair to any one organization. 
I learned that early on in journalism school. 
I’m not supposed to have a political agenda, or, 
even worse, some irrational vendetta. I think 
that’s a sad, tired way to try to draw readers in 
the industry.

How’d you play at Tournament? Horribly, 
thank you. But I had a good time. Although, 
there are now nine more GCSAA members who 
know that being a good golfer was not one of 
my job requirements.

What’s it like going from GCM to Golfdom? Oh, 
man. First of all, you have to understand, those 
are my friends over at GCM. I worked with 
those guys for 12 years! It’s a wonderful team.

It is a huge difference, though. The best way 
to put it is this way: When I was at GCM, it was 
like working with a family. 

Now with Golfdom, it’s like I moved out 
of mom and dad’s house and into “Animal 
House.” Bluto is shouting “TOGA!” and 
they’re talking about driving a tank through the 
next GIS. Seriously, it’s a great group here, an 
anything-is-possible team. Not only did I get 
a new job, I got a new group of friends, along 
with a beautiful window office in downtown 
Cleveland.  

That’s awesome. Ready for another beer? TOGA!
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