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Several years ago, someone placed a few goldfish in one of the lakes 
on the golf course where I 'm superintendent. There's now a thriving 
goldfish population numbering in the hundreds in the lake. It's cool to 
try and find the goldfish school when traveling along the lake's bank. 
They usually hang out together in one big orange mass, often near a 
group of lily pads or aquatic weeds. They must be easy pickings for 

the blue herons and other fish-loving bird life we have on the course. 

For whatever reason, the fish have come to symbolize nature itself. They are as much 
a part of the course's ecosystem as the bald eagles flying above the fairways, the great 
horned owl living in the trees off the fourth hole, the rabbits bounding down the cart 
paths running from golf cars, and even the blue herons who hunt them for dinner. 

Continued on page 34 

Sure, the crazy 
environmentalists 
can drive us wacky. 
But does that mean 
we should just 
write them off? 



Keep an Open Mind 

Continuedfrom page 33 
I begin chinking about the environment whenever I see the 

gently rolling orange mass in the lake on the sixth hole. I find 

it somewhat remarkable these little fellas forced their way , if 

you will, into m y environment. It's amazing, really. 

M y environmental thoughts are plenti ful these days and 

range f r o m wildl i fe that live on the course to the chemicals 

we use on the course . La te ly , m y t h o u g h t s have been on 

s o m e o f the possible bans f o r some o f these chemicals . As a 

super intendent , m y first reaction to the b a n n i n g of one or 

more of m y " tools " used to be that o f indignation. 

" H o w dare they try and take away one o f my 

be loved chemicals?" I w o u l d tell myse l f . 

"Sure ly , they are not acting on science, 

but on e m o t i o n . " 

H o w e v e r , over the years, m y re-

action has most decidedly changed. 

T h e indignation is gone. What has it 

been replaced with? G o o d question. 

I suppose something more like . . . 

well . . . curiosity. S o m e t h i n g more 

in line wi th , I guess you cou ld say, 

an open mind. 

We can't afford to always 
think they're wrong 

and we're right. 

If I find any fault at all within our industry, I d have to say 

it's over this particular issue — the gut reaction we've had in 

recent years toward the people and organizations trying to 

take away some of o u r chemicals. It seems like we 've always 

accused them of acting off emotion, rather than science, and 

of ignoring the facts before them. 

N o w , let me be clear, these organizations have often acted 

this way . T h e y have been c lose -minded to proven science, 

just as we have accused them of being. But somewhere over 

time, we too have lost some o f our almighty open-minded-

ness, perhaps without even realizing it. 

In being so incredulous that our opponents 

are acting without science, perhaps we 've 

also forgotten about actually support ing 

our o p i n i o n wi th some facts. But w e 

can ' t a f f o r d to a lways think they 're 

w r o n g and we're right. That ' s a dan-

gerous path to head d o w n . T h e fact 

of the matter is: O f t e n , there arc no 

def inite facts one w a y or the other. 

C o m m o n sense w i l l be the bes t 

recourse on many occasions. 
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Continued from page 34 
I think a somewhat new place for our industry to start from 

when this issue comes up again (and come up it will) would be 
to have the viewpoint that perhaps the chemical or chemicals 
in question are, indeed, dangerous. Maybe we should start 
from that place each time, and work from there. 

Forget what chemicals they are and forget what we think 
we know. Let's listen to what's being said and then go out and 
get the facts. Just because a previously "crazy environmental-
ist group" says Chemical A is deadly and polluting the water 
supply and killing all the salmon in the world, let's not assume 
they're automatically wrong. Rather, let's debate them and 
use facts to prove they're wrong. Most likely, they have not 
brought science to the table. 

But this also doesn't mean they'll never bring science to the 
tabic. And it doesn ' t mean they'll never be corrcct. Wha t if 
they come across some data that clearly backs up what they're 
saying, and yet we don ' t listen and go out and stage the good 
fight to save our chemical? H o w would we all feel then? 

Maybe sometimes the fight we're f ighting is the wrong 
fight. If the data doesn't support our viewpoint, should we not 
be concerned that perhaps we aren't being the environmental 
stewards we claim to be? 

Let's not assume they're 
automatically wrong, Let 's 
debate them and use facts 
to prove they're wrong. 

Here's a possible course of action. First, listen to the argu-
ment . Second, send our people ou t there to find the facts. 
Third , fight the fight if we're being wronged. Or , change our 
ways if we're not being wronged. 

If it comes to the last thing — changing our ways — how 
exactly do we do that? Well, for one, the entire industry needs 
to understand the implications of the condit ions that have 
become the accepted norm. New tolerances will have to be 
established. This is coming whether we like it or not. 
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Continued from page 36 
Green speed (height), weed tolerances and wall-to-wall 

mowing and irrigation are areas we have to study. Agrono-
mists from the United States Golf Association's Green Section 
can help us with this. 

And let's say, for example, we lose Chemical A. Ix-t's say it's 
a fungicide that we rely on four or five times a year. Is there a 
replacement fungicide with a different chemical makeup that 
isn't so bad for the environment? If not, do we need to fertilize 
more? Mow the greens a little higher? Roll less often? 

Let's say we also lose Chemical B, which this t ime is a her-
bicide. Is there a less toxic solution we can use? Do we need 
to start altering our weed tolerances? Do we really need to kill 
all the weeds in the secondary rough? O r even the primary 
rough? Can we even accept some weeds in the fairways? Are 
there cultural alternatives to removing the weeds? Is there a 
different grass plant we should introduce? 

Again, I 'm not saying we should sell the sprayer and tic 
ourselves to the nearest thistle, bu t I do th ink we need to 
s tar t looking at things a little different ly. N o 
more should we always cry blindly, "Crazy 
environmental is ts!" W e need to listen 
carefully to their arguments, gather the 

scientific facts and then respond. And if we deserve to shout, 
"Crazy environmentalists!" — we should. 

And if we do cry that and hunker ourselves down into 
a dogfight to protect ourselves, we need to remember w h y 
golf courses are important , and to let the environmentalists 
know as well. Golf courses, among other things, produce oxy-
gen and help cool the atmosphere, prevent soil erosion, help 
recharge groundwater suppliers and provide greenspace in 
urban settings, according to the Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America. W e need to shout these things f rom 
the mountaintop. 

Why , even Al Gore would be impressed. And I haven' t 
even hit o n the ecological and c o m m u n i t y benef i ts golf 
courses provide, including wildlife sanctuary and wetlands 
preservation. 

O K , I 'm done. Let me just cl imb down off this soapbox 
before I get h u r t . O h , o n e quick ques t ion . Docs anyone 
know how goldfish taste on the grill? Wi th a little olive oil 
and dill, perhaps? • 

tette Furlong, a Golfdom contributing editor, is 
go If course superintendent of Avalon Golf 

Club in Burlington, Wash. 
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