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ollar spot is the most preva-

lent disease on h igh-qual i ty 

tur f in the nor thern t e m p e r -

ate region o f the U n i t e d 

States . I t is o f ten act ive f r o m 

mid-spr ing through late fall. 

T h e c h r o n i c o c c u r r e n c e o f dollar spot makes 

it the centerpiece o f a n y disease-control pro-

g r a m . Tradit ionally, dollar spot is o n e of the 

easiest diseases to c o n t r o l given the n u m b e r of 

labeled fungicides and the availability o f cul-

tural practices tha t can reduce its severity. 

Yet, achieving acceptable dollar spot c o n -

trol, like the disease itself, is a c h r o n i c yearly 

batt le . Cultural ly , reducing dol lar spot severity 

is associated with fertility, pr imari ly n i t rogen , 

and reducing the dew period. M a i n t a i n i n g 

o p t i m u m nitrogen levels in the plant can sig-

ni f icant ly reduce the a m o u n t o f dollar spot . 

T h e tendency , however, is to mainta in g o l f 

course turfgrass (pr imari ly greens and fair-

ways) wi th lower levels o f ni trogen. 

Research at T h e O h i o S ta te Univers i ty over 

a five-year period f o u n d that ni trogen applied 

weekly at 0 . 2 5 p o u n d s actual ni trogen per 

1 , 0 0 0 square feet s ignif icantly reduced the 

a m o u n t o f dollar spot present c o m p a r e d to the 

lesser a m o u n t o f ni trogen treatments . Interest-

ingly, after five years o f t reatments , m o r e Poa 

annua e n c r o a c h m e n t was found in the 0 . 2 5 

p o u n d t rea tment . T h e r e are always tradeoffs 

in golf course m a n a g e m e n t . 

A l t h o u g h levels o f ni trogen will not likely 

rise to levels where c o n t r o l is achieved, a p p r o -

priate a d j u s t m e n t s can reduce the severity, and 

m o s t likely m a k e fungic ide appl icat ions m o r e 

effective. 

T h e dollar spot fungus overwinters as 

d o r m a n t m y c e l i u m or sclerotial flakes. T h e 

a m o u n t present d u r i n g the winter inf luences 

the arrival a n d severity o f the disease in spring 

or s u m m e r . 

Research ( M i k e B o e h m , et al., 2 0 0 5 ) has 

shown that a fungic ide t r e a t m e n t at approxi-

mate ly the second true m o w i n g o f the season 

( n o t c o u n t i n g removal o f w i n t e r growth) has 

been effective in delaying the init iat ion a n d 

severity o f dollar spot d u r i n g the g r o w i n g sea-

son. A systemic fungic ide that contro l s 
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dol lar spot or a c o m b i n a t i o n o f a systemic 

a n d c o n t a c t fungic ide at this t i m e would be 

r e c o m m e n d e d . 

I f do l la r spot is t radi t ional ly a c h r o n i c 

p r o b l e m f r o m late spr ing t h r o u g h s u m m e r , 

a prevent ive p r o g r a m is m o r e ef fect ive than 

a curat ive o n e . Again , this w o u l d b e in t h e 

case w h e r e do l la r spot pressure remains for 

m o n t h s at a t i m e . F r o m b o t h a cost a n d 

material appl ied perspect ive, it m i g h t b e 

w o r t h c a l c u l a t i n g o u t a prevent ive p r o g r a m 

based on rate a n d interval c o m p a r e d to a 

curat ive p r o g r a m based on rate a n d d u r a t i o n 

o f c o n t r o l . 

F inal ly , fungic ides m i x e d at sub- labe l 

rates wi th the e x p e c t a t i o n o f a synergis t ic 

c o n t r o l has been d i s a p p o i n t i n g in field tri-

als to c o n t r o l dol lar spot . F u n g i c i d e or a n y 

pes t i c ide synergism is de f ined as " t h e s i m u l -

t a n e o u s ac t ion of two o r m o r e c o m p o u n d s 

in w h i c h the total response o f an o r g a n i s m to 

t h e pest ic ide c o m b i n a t i o n is greater t h a n the 

s u m o f the individual c o m p o n e n t s . " ( N a s h , 

1 9 8 1 ) 

A recent ly p u b l i s h e d s tudy b y D r s . L e e 

B u r p e e and R i c h a r d Lat in ( 2 0 0 8 ) , w h o 

l o o k e d at var ious types o f do l la r spot fungi -

cides ( sys temic a n d c o n t a c t , d i f fer ing m o d e s 

o f a c t i o n ) used in c o m b i n a t i o n at low rates, 

f o u n d " t h e r e is a low p r o b a b i l i t y for turfgrass 

m a n a g e r s to take advantage o f f u n g i c i d e syn-

ergism to c o n t r o l dol lar s p o t wi th the prod-

ucts a n d rates t e s t e d . " 

M y advice: Fo l low the label w h e n devel-

o p i n g your disease-control program for dol lar 

spot . 
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