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Davis Shoots the U.S. Open Breeze

several comments about people liking the
idea of varying the teeing grounds for every-
day play. The one real problem with mixing
up teeing grounds seems to unfortunately
involve how courses are rated for handicap
purposes. Beyond that, | believe people in
general like variety. Part of me believes that
if golfers were a bit less concerned about
their score and more focused on the chal-
lenge of each shot, they'd end up enjoying
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ing of going up there and actually using the
forward tee for the U.S. Open?” | also think a
few of our host venues wondered if we were
going to make the setup too easy. But | think
we've seen that mixing and matching teeing
grounds to certain hole locations or to differ-
ent drive zones can actually sometimes in-
crease the difficulty because players have to
think more. Moving tee markers up also tends
to open up more choices of play.

Would you advocate tiered rough for the
everyday course? The concept of having
less penalty the closer you are to the fairway
seems logical, but anything that drives up

ing back on rough. ?
The message was about a few things. First,
we have seen a gradual thickening of the
rough over the last couple decades due in
large part to triple-row irrigation. | believe
heavier fertilization and over-seeding have
also been causes. This has translated into
much more severe rough, even when cut at
a lower height. Second, we have seen rough
become more uniform and consistent so

ally every lie is the same. Gone are

b of having to look down at a lie and

n what the ball will do. We have also

rend towards wanting roughs to be

P type of uniform grass in the name of

5." That's too bad, as one of the joys

b sizing up a lie and thereafter trying
te based on that lie. Furthermore,
at is overly dense also has added to
more water, more fertilizer and more
— and slower pace of play. None of
ings in my mind are good for golf or
ational championships.

ologies to the golfers of New
ethpage Black seems a bit over-
b me as a design. The greens have
erest, there are no really dramatic
ard holes and the finishing hole
right awful. Tell us what you love
? Well, I value my life so I'll watch
swer this one because New Yorkers
ir Bethpage! It is true that the putting
ave less pitch and contour than most
Continued on page 30




others (or just portions of them) might get a

little or a lot. The end result is that, hopefully,

there is a good consistency with firmness

from green to green. It also helps eliminate

over and underwatering when the superin- play if usq
orenaratio a s 77u/firm,  tendent sees the data with his own eyes. IISEUE o imnronarly it could bacome
developed by the USGA, is a system that a hindrance to the superintendent. With that
allows the superintendent to measure and Do you think it's something that will said, one true benefit beyond firmness con-
analyze the firmness of turf and bunker help the everyday course or is more of a sistency would be the potential for less water
sand's over the course of a fournament,) device only for major championship set- usage. We all know that issue will be more
If we're fortunate enough to have a cham- ups? Or is it the next Stimpmeter? Excel-  and more important in years to come. B

Circulate water
for clearest results

You'll love your pond again.

The GridBee™ submersible circulator creates a gentle, near-
laminar flow that prevents stagnant water zones and restores
your pond or lake’s biodiversity. And because the GridBee
circulator works from beneath the surface, there’s nothing to
interfere with the natural look of your recreational water.

For a clear solution that’s easy, economical and effective,
call us today at 888-495-0104.

GridBee

Submersible Circulators

GridBee / a division of SolarBee, Inc. 3225 Highway 22  Dickinson, North Dakota, 58601  701.225.7193  fax 701.225.9552  ©2009 SolarBee, Inc.

30 Golfdlom June 2009






