
Introduction 

There a re many 
reasons w h y 
it's impor tan t to 
con t ro l d i sease in 

tu r fg rass . First and fo re -
most , t h o u g h , t h e p r e s e n c e 
or a b s e n c e of d i sease 
plays a vital role in t h e 
success (a t t rac t i veness , 
v igor and p a y a b i l i t y ) or 
fa i lu re of a t u r fg rass s tand. 
Ul t imate ly , tha t ' s h o w w e 
as tu r fg rass m a n a g e r s a re 
j u d g e d , r igh t? 

To solve d i sease p rob -
lems on f ine tu r fg rass w e 
have t o th ink l ike a po l ice 
invest igator . W h e n a d e t e c -
t ive l ooks at a s u s p e c t 
in a par t icu lar c r ime, he 
cons ide rs th ree f ac to r s 

- oppor tun i ty , mo t i ve and 
means . In iden t i f y ing and 
deve lop ing a t r e a t m e n t 
s t ra tegy fo r a t u r f g r a s s 
d isease, w e shou ld con -
s ider th ree th ings as we l l 

- a suscep t i b l e host , a 
v i ru len t p a t h o g e n (usu -
ally a par t icu lar spec ies 
of f u n g i ) and favo rab le 
env i ronmen ta l cond i t i ons 
fo r t h e pa thogen . 

Obviously, in bu i ld ing 
our d i s e a s e - c o n t r o l s t ra t -
egy, w e m u s t f i rs t i den t i f y 
t h e d isease, s ta r t i ng w i t h 

t h e th ree f ac to r s l is ted 
above, but a lso m a t c h i n g 
w h a t w e s e e in t h e f ie ld 
w i th t h e images in th is 
handy gu ide. 

On ly a f t e r w e m a k e the 
co r rec t d i agnos i s can w e 
i m p l e m e n t an e f fec t i ve 
s t ra tegy to e l im ina te or 
r educe t h e sever i ty o f t h e 
d isease, usual ly e m p l o y i n g 
t h e p roper c o m b i n a t i o n 
of cu l tura l p rac t i ces and 
chem ica l t r ea tmen ts . 

Whi le s o m e d i seases 
may, at a cu rsory g lance , 
appea r to be very s imi lar 
(at least f r o m eye level), a 
c loser exam ina t i on o f t h e 
roots, s t e m s and leaves of 
i n f ec ted p lan ts wi l l a l m o s t 
a lways prov ide te l l ta le 
s igns lead ing to a co r rec t 
d iagnos is . 

L o o k fo r fo l iar b l ight 
and leaf spots , rot o n leaf 
sheaths , and dark and 
d i sco lo red roots. A i d i n g 
iden t i f i ca t ion , t h e s a m e 
d i seases o f t e n occu r in 
t h e s a m e loca t ions o n a 
p rope r t y f r o m s e a s o n to 
season , a s s u m i n g s imi lar 
env i r onmen ta l cond i t i ons 
develop. A n d that 's w h e r e 
cu l tura l p rac t i ces c o m e 
in to play. 

Wh i le w e can ' t con t ro l 
w h a t M o t h e r N a t u r e does , 
t he re a re t h i n g s w e can 
do to lessen t h e poss ib i l -
ity or r educe t h e seve r -
ity o f d i sease d a m a g e . 
These i nc lude us ing t h e 
p roper a m o u n t s of fe r t i l -
ity (espec ia l l y n i t rogen) , 
i r r igat ing fo r t h e needs o f 
t h e t u r f g r a s s and no t "by 
t h e clock," m o w i n g at t h e 
des i red h e i g h t o f the t u r f -
grass , aer i f y ing to improve 
d ra i nage and a l lev ia te 
compac t i on , and o p e n i n g 
t h e t u r f g r a s s to m o r e air 
m o v e m e n t and sun l ight , 
w h e n poss ib le of course . 

B u t b e c a u s e o f t h e 
s t resses w e sub jec t f i ne 
tu r fg rass - rega rd less o f 
ou r bes t e f fo r t s to ma in ta in 
it - d i seases c a n and wi l l 
s o m e t i m e s deve lop . That 's 
w h e n w e mus t emp loy a 
f u n g i c i d e to p rov ide t h e 
qual i ty o f t u r f g r a s s ou r 
c u s t o m e r s have c o m e t o 
expec t . 

Th is g u i d e c o n t a i n s 
i m a g e s of c o m m o n d is -
e a s e s and i den t i f i ca t i on 
keys, i nc l ud ing f u n g i c i d e 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s fo r 
so lv ing s p e c i f i c d i sease 
p rob lems . • 


