
Tyson Rutter does what it takes to get the job done 
Editor's note: If you d like to nominate some-
onefor the lop Assistants feature, please send 
an e-mail to Larry Aylward at laylward@ 
questex.com. 

H e r e ' s how T y s o n R u t t c r ' s boss de-
scribes h im: " H e is one o f the hardest-
working, do-whatever-it- takes-to-get-
the- job-donc assistant superintendents 
I have ever e m p l o y e d , " says D o n n y 
Latham, gol f course superintendent of 
the Republ ic G o l f C l u b in San Anto-
nio, Texas . 

T a l k a b o u t an e n d o r s e m e n t ! And 
there's more. 

" T y s o n has s p e n t several years at 
some o f the best clubs in America and 
his attention to detail and desire to pro-
duce the best product possible is very 
impressive," Latham says. " I 've spent 
a lot o f t ime teaching him the ins and 
outs o f growing bermudagrass in the 
South, which is something new to him. 
I keep stressing to him, ' It 's just grass, 
just grow it. ' H e has taken up the chal-
lenge, and we 're s tart ing to see great 
results." 

Rutter has worked in the golf course 
maintenance industry for 12 years. In 
2 0 0 3 , he received a bachelor 's degree 
in turfgrass science and an associate's 
degree in agriculture business from T h e 
O h i o State University. 

From his very first j o b working on 
a golf course out o f high school, Rutter 
says he knew he would pursue a career as 
a superintendent. "I enjoyed everything 
about it — from the work environment 
to the hard work itself," he says. 

Golfdom c a u g h t up w i t h R u t t e r 
recent ly to talk about the profession 
he loves. 

• What's your favorite part of the job? 
I e n j o y t h e t r o u b l e - s h o o t i n g 
demands o f the job — working hard 
to d e t e r m i n e t h e bes t a p p r o a c h to 
s o l v i n g u n e x p e c t e d p r o b l e m s , n o 
matter h o w little or big the problems 
may be. However, one o f the very best 
parts o f this j o b is the s imple gratif i -
cat ion o f seeing an outstanding, well-
mainta ined g o l f course at the end of 
the day. 

• Who has been the biggest influence on your 
career and why? 
I have b e e n very f o r t u n a t e to w o r k 
w i t h s o m e o f t h e f i n e s t p e o p l e in 
the g o l f industry. T h e s e people have 
helped shape m e to be a very diverse, 
clear thinker in analyzing various situ-
ations. Fred D i c k m a n , certified super-
intendent at the Broadmoor G o l f Club 
in C o l o r a d o Spr ings , C o l o . , is a top 
individual in all aspects. I learned from 
his incredible work e t h i c and never-
quit positive attitude. I ' m grateful for 
the countless hours he spent with me 
after work early in my career. H e genu-
inely cared for m e and taught m e so 
many important things about how to 
run a course as well as o t h e r aspects 
o f the g o l f industry. I will be forever 
grateful to h im. 

• What's your favorite product or piece of 
equipment and why? 
T h e soi l p r o b e . N o t o n l y d o e s this 
piece o f equipment allow you to check 
soil moisture, but it provides you with 
a great deal o f i n f o r m a t i o n l ike root 
depth, root density, thatch accumula-
tion and knowledge o f what is going on 
below the surface. 

• If you could change something about the 
industry right now, what would you change? 
I would suggest that prospect ive e m -
p l o y e r s n o t o v e r l o o k y o u n g e r b u t 
qual i f ied turf professionals and seri-
ously consider them based on their ac-
complishments and potential. 

• Describe yourself in one word. 
Reliable. 

• What is your favorite hobby and why? 
M y favorite hobby is working cattle with 
family and friends on our Kansas ranch. 

• What's your favorite vacation spot? 
I^ake Dale Hollow in Albany, Ky., where 
I enjoy house boating and water skiing. 

• What's your favorite golf course besides 
your own? 
Andalus ia at C o r a l M o u n t a i n in La 
Q u i n t a , C a l i f . I had the privilege o f 
working with archi tects Keith Evans 
and Rees Jones during the construction 
o f this amazing course. 

• If a movie were made about your life, what 
famous actor would play you? 
Wil l Ferrell , because I would want it 
to be funny. 

• It's your last day on Earth. What do you do? 
I would have a cook out with my fam-
ily and friends, and en joy the day with 
the people I care about most. • 
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