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E a c h J a n u a r y , g o l f g r e a t s g a t h e r f o r t h e P G A T O U R ' s 
M e r c e d e s - B e n z C h a m p i o n s h i p a t t h e P l a n t a t i o n G o l f 
C o u r s e o n Mau i . T h i s 7 , 4 1 1 - y a r d c o u r s e , d e s i g n e d by 
B i l l C o o r e a n d B e n C r e n s h a w , h o s t s m o r e t h a n 4 5 , 0 0 0 
r o u n d s a yea r . B o t h a m a t e u r s a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l s 
a d m i t t h a t o n e o f t h e c h a l l e n g e s is w a l k i n g t h e c o u r s e , 
p r imar i l y b e c a u s e it b e g i n s a t s e a leve l a n d c l i m b s m o r e 
t h a n 4 0 0 f e e t . 

C o o r e a n d C r e n s h a w d e s i g n e d t h e f i rs t ho le as a 
b e a u t i f u l i n t r o d u c t i o n to t h e c o u r s e ; howeve r , it a l so g r a b s 

p layers ' a t t e n t i o n as a c h a l l e n g i n g p a r - 4 h o l e t h a t 
s t r e t c h e s 5 2 0 yards . It r equ i res a b ig t e e sho t 

to a w i d e r i gh t - t o - l e f t f a i rway a n d a s e t o f 
f a i rway b u n k e r s o n t h e le f t t h a t d e p i c t t h e 

s p l a s h i n g w a v e s o f H o n o k o h u a Bay. A so l id 
d r ive s e t s g o l f e r s u p to h i t a sho r t i ron o n t o 
a la rge g r e e n t h a t s l o p e s f r o m le f t to r ight , 
c a t c h i n g t h e a p p r o a c h s h o t s a n d 
cu rv ing t h e m t o w a r d t h e h o l e loca t ion . 

C o u r s e s u p e r i n t e n d e n t , O s w a l d o 
C a r d e n a s , w o r k s c losely w i t h J u a n Gut ierrez, 
d i rec tor of a g r o n o m y and facil i ty ma in tenance , 

to k e e p t h e P lanta t ion fa i rways and g reens 
in pe r fec t shape. T h e 2 7 - m e m b e r c r e w f a c e s a 
myr iad o f cha l lenges, and uses a fu l l -sca le cul tura l 
and chem ica l a p p r o a c h to cont ro l fairy ring, 

py th ium blight, w e e d invaders and t ropica l broadleaves. 

In e a r l y 2 0 0 7 , C a r d e n a s n o t i c e d a s e r i o u s i n f e s t a t i o n 
o f m u s h r o o m s in g r e e n s a n d r o u g h a reas . " W e a p p l i e d 
I n s i g n i a ® f u n g i c i d e in r o t a t i o n w i t h t w o o t h e r f u n g i c i d e s 
t o d e a l w i t h f a i r y r i n g a n d t h e i n f e s t a t i o n h a s p r a c t i c a l l y 
d i s a p p e a r e d , " C a r d e n a s sa id . " D u r i n g t h e l i m i t e d - s u n l i g h t 
ra iny s e a s o n , I n s i g n i a h e l p s us o v e r c o m e d i s e a s e s l i ke 
p y t h i u m b l i gh t a n d b e r m u d a g r a s s dec l ine . " 

I ns i gn ia c o n t r o l s a n e x c e p t i o n a l l y b r o a d s p e c t r u m o f t u r f 
d i s e a s e s a n d p rov ides res idua l c o n t r o l f o r u p to 2 8 days. 
C a r d e n a s has i n c o r p o r a t e d I ns i gn ia i n to his p reven t i ve 
m a i n t e n a n c e p r o g r a m a n d wi l l c o n t i n u e t o u s e t h e p r o d u c t 
o n o t h e r d i s e a s e s t h a t m a y c h a l l e n g e t h e P lan ta t i on . 

To learn more about Insignia and 
BASF, visit www.bet ter tur f .com and 
www.basf tur f ta lk .com. 

GOLFDOM'S HOLE OF THE MONTH IS M A D E P O S S I B L E BY: 

w w w . g o l f d o m . c o m G o i f d o m 1 7 

Hole Stats 
Distance: 520 yards 

Par 4 

The Turf 
Green: Tifeagle 

Fairway: 328 Bermudagrass 
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