
Josh Kelley loves the challenges that a new day brings 
Editor's note: If you d like to nominate 
someonefor the lop Assistants feature, 
please send an e-mail to Lany Aylward at 
lay Iward@questex. com. 

Grande Pines G o l f Club Certified Super-
intendent Chr is Flynn calls Josh Kelley 
" the best assistant I've ever had." 

T h a t ' s q u i t e t h e c o m p l i m e n t f o r 
Kelley, a graduate o f Illinois State U n i -
versity, w h o m Flynn hired m o r e than 
two years ago to w o r k at the O r l a n d o 
course. 

" J o s h is h ighly regarded both here 
at o u r resort , a n d with our c o m p a n y , 
M a r r i o t t G o l f , " F lynn says. " O n e of 
his biggest a c h i e v e m e n t s thus far was 
that he single-handedly earned G r a n d e 
Pines the d is t inc t ion o f be ing a C e r t i -
fied A u d u b o n Sanctuary last year. T h i s 
required a t remendous effort to which 
he was successful ." 

F l y n n says K e l l e y , w h o has a d e -
gree in turfgass m a n a g e m e n t , is "well 
b e y o n d his years a n d is o n his way to 
b e c o m i n g a super intendent here in the 
near future . " 

K e l l e y says w h e n he w o r k e d as a 
groundskceper at Panther Creek C o u n -
try C l u b in Springfield, 111., he b e c a m e 
" h o o k e d " o n the profess ion. H e then 
switched degrees and schools to s tudy 
turfgrass m a n a g e m e n t . 

Golfdom c a u g h t u p w i t h K e l l e y 
to talk a b o u t the profession he loves. 

• W h a t ' s your f a v o r i t e p a r t of t h e j o b ? 

K n o w i n g t h a t every day is g o i n g t o 

bring new challenges and opportunities. 

N o m a t t e r h o w well the course looks 

or plays, there are always improvements 

be made. Managing and maintaining to 

a g o l f course requires a lot o f p r o b l e m 
solving, p lanning and priori t izing, all 
things I enjoy. 

• W h o has b e e n the b igges t i n f l u e n c e on your 

c a r e e r a n d w h y ? 

T h e w o r k e t h i c t h a t m y f a t h e r a n d 

grandfather instilled in m e allowed m e 

to progress quickly in my career. T h a t , 

a c c o m p a n i e d with being able to spend 

t i m e with t o p - n o t c h s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s 

t h r o u g h o u t m y career , has de f in i te ly 

made m e the superintendent that I a m 

today. Chr is Flynn has especially influ-

enced me. After hiring me, he immedi-

ately empowered m e to make decisions, 

al lowed m e to quest ion him and took 

the t i m e to l isten to m y sugges t ions , 

which allowed m e to learn and grow. 

• W h a t ' s your f a v o r i t e p r o d u c t or p i e c e of 

e q u i p m e n t a n d w h y ? 

T h e T o r o Flex 21 greens mower. Grande 

Pines G o l f C l u b has some severe undu-

lations in our greens, which have always 

caused s o m e problems with scalping in 

certain areas. T h i s past fall we leased all 

new T o r o Flex 21 greens mowers. T h e 

use o f these mowers has a l m o s t c o m -

pletely el iminated the scalping. 

• I f y o u c o u l d c h a n g e s o m e t h i n g a b o u t t h e 

i n d u s t r y r i g h t n o w , w h a t w o u l d you c h a n g e ? 

T h e p e r c e p t i o n that all go l f c o u r s e s 

should be " T V perfect." W e have Iifea-

gle and T i f s p o r t bermudagrass , which 

does not go d o r m a n t in central Florida 

unless we have a severe co ld snap . S o 

we only overseed o u r tees and greens . 

W e get s o m e c o m p l a i n t s for not be ing 

as aesthetical ly pleasing as s o m e o f the 

wall-to-wall overseeded courses in the 

area, b u t l o w e r - h a n d i c a p p e d players 

tend to like o u r course bet ter because 

o f the faster a n d f irmer c o n d i t i o n s we 

can provide f rom not ovcrsecding. 

• H o w w o u l d you descr ibe yourself in one w o r d ? 

Reliable. 

• W h a t is your f a v o r i t e hobby a n d w h y ? 

Photography. W h e n I started college, I 

majored in graphic design with a m i n o r 

in photography. Fol lowing my sopho-

more year, I switched schools and majors 

but I've always kept a camera nearby. 

• W h a t ' s your f a v o r i t e v a c a t i o n s p o t ? 

I don ' t know that I have a favorite spot. 

T h i s past year I was fortunate enough to 

visit O r e g o n , C o l o r a d o and the Baha-

mas. All were great in their own ways. 

• W h a t ' s y o u r f a v o r i t e gol f c o u r s e b e s i d e s 

your o w n ? 

T P C Deere R u n in Silvis, 111. I worked 

t h e r e in 2 0 0 5 . It s a g r e a t p i e c e o f 

proper ty . T h e course is carved o u t of 

the fores t a l o n g the R o c k R i v e r a n d 

has various elevations. T h i s is in great 

c o n t r a s t to the p la ins a n d c o r n f i e l d s 

typically associated with Illinois. 

I t ' s y o u r l a s t d a y on E a r t h . W h a t do you d o ? 

Sleep in. G e t all o f my friends and fam-

ily t o g e t h e r a n d play a round o f gol f . 

T h e n have a nice barbeque. • 




