
Growing the Game [ PART 1 ] 

The First Tee works. It might be the only 
gol f o rgan iza t ion that de l ivers on its 
mission: to teach life lessons th rough 
s p o r t . O f c o u r s e , t ha t s p o r t is go l f . 

A n d the members of First Tee chapters 
a round the w o r l d are s o m e of the mos t 

except ional young adults I've ever met. They 
look you in the eyes w h e n they shake your hand, 

and they are c o m f o r t a b l e and c o n f i d e n t in n e w and 
awkward situations. They are super cool under pressure. 

T h e y also have a very unique perspective 
on h o w to grow the g a m e . M a n y o f them 
grew up in golf , and m a n y have recruited 
friends, mentored cohorts and taken it upon 
themse lves to unleash an u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
wave o f youth interest. 

T h e y treat it like a little pay- i t - forward 
p r o j e c t . A n d it s w o r k i n g . C h a p t e r s are 
g r o w i n g , largely d u e to the s t u d e n t s w h o 
help m e n t o r and lead the individual chap-
ters. T h e y might be doing more to grow the 
g a m e o f g o l f than any mult i -mi l l ion-dol lar 
ad campaign conceptualized in a boardroom 
or on a conference call. 

o v e r - a c h i e v i n g s tewards o f g o l f 
e as m u c h insight as a n y o n e on h o w to 

grow the g a m e a m o n g their peers, so Golf-
dom dec ided to talk with a few o f them at 
the Future Leaders Forum, an event held by 
T h e First T e e Event in partnership with Walt 
Disney W o r l d Resort and T h e T o r o C o . last 
November . T h e program helps 5 0 First T e e 
part ic ipants to s t rengthen their leadership 
skills, prepare for college and explore career 
disciplines in the game o f go l f and hospital-
ity. Here is what some o f them had to say: 

' J K. 



Bradley Chandler 
Age: 16 Hand icap : 10 
Years ac t i ve in The F i rs t Tee : Six 
Bradley Chandler ofPinehurst , N . C . , began 
golfing with his father as part o f a youth pro-
gram. But the First l ee program, launched 
by his father in P inehurs t , took his g a m e 

a n d d e v e l o p m e n t t o a 
n e w leve l . T h a t F i r s t 
l ee c h a p t e r had seven 

m e m b e r s , i n c l u d i n g 
C h a n d l e r , w h e n i t 
started six years ago. It 
has grown to about 100 
members. 

"Kids want things to 
do, and they want to do 
those things together," 
Chandler says. 

Par t o f his acces -
s i b i l i t y to t h e g a m e 
r e v o l v e d a r o u n d 

a p a r - 3 , n i n e - h o l e l a y o u t wi th a r t i f i c i a l 
greens. T h e low-maintenance t u r f allowed 
t h e c o u r s e s o w n e r s t o set a lower pr i ce 
p o i n t : $ 1 5 t o g o l f all day. C h a n d l e r a n d 
his friends could stay at the facility all day 
a n d play gol f , cards a n d then m o r e golf . 
C h a n d l e r scored an ace at age 10. 

Lauren Lynch 
Age: 16 Hand icap : Doesn't keep one 
Years ac t i ve in F i rs t Tee: Five 
L a u r e n L y n c h began par t ic ipat ing at 
the M a p l e G r o v e , M i n n . , c h a p t e r o f 
T h e F i r s t Fee w h e n t h e o r g a n i z a -
t ion began to r e c r u i t m o r e w o m e n 
in 2 0 0 4 . It was o f f e r i n g f ree g o l f 
programs and, o f course, focused on 
character development . 

S h e began the p r o g r a m wi th a 
couple of friends from school , and 
now those bonds remain close as they 
mentor younger kids in the program. 

" T h e m o r e kids that get involved at an 
early age will mean m o r e kids that carry 
through and continue to play later in life," she 
says. " I ' m not very competit ive and I don't 
score well, but golf has so many great things, 
like being outdoors, getting exercise, partici-
pating in business opportunities. But most o f 
all, it helps you grow with your etiquette and 
become a more charismatic person." 

Lynch says more parent-child events can 
help grow the game because playing with a 
parent in the beginning helps create a posi-
tive experience and lasting bonds with family 
and the sport. 

Continued on page 32 

Lauren 

[ A B O U T T H I S S E R I E S ] "Growing the Game" is Golfdom's quarterly series - now in its fourth year - that focuses on how the golf industry 

can attract more players to create more rounds. In addition to this installment on how to make golf more accessible for youngsters, we've 

also explored the impact women, minorities, disabled golfers and baby boomers could have on increasing play. Series sponsored by 
We've also talked to golf course architects about ways they can make the game more friendly for beginners 

and average golfers, and we've highlighted creative marketing programs that golf courses use to attract new 

golfers. Visit our archives at www.golfdom.com to view the 2006-2008 "Grow ing t h e G a m e " series. K — 
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Perez 
Age: 17 Hand icap : 6 
Years act ive in F i rs t Tee : Seven 
W h e n she was a chi ld, V iv iana Perez o f 

Chesterfield, Va., began going to the gol f 

course with her father, driving the g o l f 

car and basking in the s u m m e r sun. S h e 

GETTING IT RIGHT EVERY TIME 
IS NOW AS EASY AS A-B-C. 

says lett ing kids have fun first on the golf 
course is an ef fect ive way to he lp engage 
them and coax them to c o m e back. 

" W h a t kid doesn't like to drive a gol f a i r 
or hit balls as hard as they can on the driving 
range?" Perez asks. 

As a Hispanic , Perez says she grew up in 
the g a m e k n o w i n g she was di f ferent than 
m o s t players. W h i l e the sport has grown 
m o r e culturally diverse, she says it still has 
a way to go. 

Perez says diversity is a key way to grow the 
game, especially because younger generations 
have lost ways to learn formal etiquette. In an 
era o f instant communica t ion like text mes-
saging, as well as a breakdown o f respect for 
elders, kids don't know how to learn proper 
etiquette. Perez says golf can teach them. 

Unl imi ted p rogramming f lex ib i l i t y w i t h th ree l o c k a b i r p r e s e t 

INTRODUCING THE WIDESPIN" 1 5 4 0 EC TOPDRESSER. 

We've made it even eas ier to get proven. WideSp in " t opd ress ing app l i ca t i on every 

s ing le t ime . Our new E lec t ron ic Con t ro l l e r g ives you un l im i t ed f l e x i b i l i t y . Dial in 

t he exact p rog ram you w a n t , f r o m l i gh t to heavy and eve ry th ing in be tween . J u s t 

se t the ra tes us ing p rese ts and supe r in tenden t l o c k o u t . W h e n your c rew goes t o 

w o r k , y o u ' l l get t he app l i ca t i on you wan t . Guaranteed. And w i t h 30% greater 

sp inner ang le , y o u ' l l a l so gain g rea te r con t r o l and cover up t o 40 f e e t . 

See all the innovative features of the new WideSpin 1540 EC. 
Call 800-679-8201 for a FREE DVD or to schedule a DEMO. 

[ t u r f c o ] 
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Clifton Jordan 
Age: 15 Hand i cap : 5 
Years ac t i ve in F i r s t 
Tee: Five 
C l i f t o n J o r d a n o f 
M e m p h i s b e g a n 
g o i n g t o t h e g o l f 
c o u r s e w i t h h i s 
g r a n d f a t h e r a t a 
y o u n g a g e . H e 
quickly learned that 
he had some natu-
ral ability, but what 
kept h im c o m i n g 
back was spending t i m e with his 
grandfather, a support system he still savors. 

" I f you look at great athletes and other 
successful people, they have a great family 
support system, and that's crucial for grow-
ing the g a m e , " J o r d a n says. " T h o s e bonds 
start early, and they can start early for golf." 

Jordan says shorter and more family-ori-
ented courses can encourage families to play 
more g o l f together. Let's face it: 7 , 000 -yard 
tracks are fun for good golfers, but they are 
discouraging for beginners and poor golfers. 
M o r e importantly than scoring, it's crucial 
that beginners feel like they are improving. 

" G o l f is a game you can always get better 
at, and that's what keeps you coming back," 
Jordan says. 

Continued on page 41 
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Valeria Defex 
Age: 17 Hand icap : 6 
Years ac t i ve in The F i rs t Tee : Four 
T h e First T e e was more than an activity for 
C o l u m b i a , South Amer ica , native Valeria 
Defex. T h e Dallas chapter was her lifeblood 
w h e n t h e shy , i n t i m i d a t e d 1 2 - y e a r - o l d 
moved to a foreign land. 

" M y c o a c h says [ t h e p e o p l e at T h e 
First T e e ] brought m e out o f m y c o c o o n , 

a n d then I t u r n e d 
i n t o a b u t t e r f l y , " 
she says. " A n d it 's 
m o r e about br ing-
ing m y personality 
into how I interact 
wi th people than 
it is about playing 

golf . " 

Defex says her 
f r i e n d s in T h e 
First Fee have a 
lot of fun, above 
all, which is cru-
cial for recruiting 

m o r e high school kids to golf . C o i f 
can seem s tuf fy , a n d D e f e x agrees m o r e 
emphasis needs to be placed on the personal 
bonds the sport can create so more teenagers 
consider it an opt ion. 

D e f e x says teaching T h e First T e e par-
ticipants to become mentors is another way 
to grow the game. " T e a c h us to teach," she 
adds. " C i v e us equipment and teach us how 
to be leaders so we can teach others ." 

Valeria 

Michael Hughes 
Age: 16 Hand i cap : 30 
Years ac t i ve in The F i rs t Tee : Six 
Michael Hughes ' father introduced h im to 

golf. B u t it was when his m o m discovered 

T h e First Fee program in Cary, N . C . , that 

Hughes began to thrive not as a player, but 

as a c o m m u n i t y pillar and leader. 

As a l i t t le p e r s o n , the d e c k is s t a c k e d 

against Hughes in many other sports, espe-

cially traditional team sports. Co i f gives him 

an activity that he can partake without feeling 

like he's disadvantaged. And that reality has 

proved to him that he can do far more than 
chase a white ball around a golf course. 

" I have learned that any person can 
do anything," Hughes says. "I might not 
have a future playing golf, but it's the life 
skills that I carry through everyday life, 
and I get to keep those skills forever. 

Hughes says he will always play golf, 
but he will pursue biomedical engineer-
ing as a career so that he can help other 
people like him. 

In the meant ime , he says he'd like to 
help with fund raisers that create m o r e 
access t o the g a m e , w h i c h he says will 
help grow the game among middle-
class families. 

Eddie Bolden 
Age: 17 Hand icap : 9.5 
Years ac t i ve in The F i rs t Tee: Four 
Eddie Bolden, a m e m b e r of T h e 
First Fee of St . Louis, says he 
was lucky to be introduced to 
golf at 9 . If he had waited until 
he was a teenager, Bolden says 
he m i g h t never have started 
_ i b e c a u s e " g o l f is n o t 
a w e l l - r e c o g n i z e d s p o r t 
in t h e A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n 
c o m m u n i t y . " 

A l t h o u g h B o l d e n says 
he's fortunate to have been 
i n t r o d u c e d t o the g a m e , he c o n s i d -
ers h imse l f even m o r e fortunate to be ablel 
to af ford it because o f programs like T h e 
First Fee. C o i f can be expensive, which can 
detour m a n y y o u n g people from playing, 
Bolden says. 

Bolden also prefers gol f over other sports 
because it brands itself as a gentleman's game. 

" C o i f is a b o u t honesty ; it 's a b o u t core 
values that are m o r e i m p o r t a n t than win-
ning," he says. 

O n e of those core values is mentorship, 
which is an important e lement o f T h e First 
Fee. T h a t ' s crucia l to g r o w i n g the g a m e 

because the earlier people start, the m o r e 
likely they are to cont inue. 

"Everyone who plays golf ends up saying the 
same thing: 'I wish I would have started playing 
when I was younger,' " Bolden says. • 
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