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Ihe presidential election is on ly 
a few weeks away. W h o will 
you vote for? 

Barack O b a m a has pushed 
his a im- to -change message. 
But are you concerned a b o u t 

O b a m a ' s inexperience to lead the country? 

J o h n M c C a i n has a n n o u n c e d his intent 
to get the count ry back on track. But speak-
ing of inexperience, are you concerned abou t 
M c C a i n ' s selection of Sarah Palin as his run-
n ing mate? 

1 like O b a m a , but I don ' t k n o w if he can 
change everything he wants to change. McCa in 
is one tough SOB, but will he be too tough? 
Joe Biden seems like a viable vice presidential 
a indidate . But is Sarah Palin? Yeah, she's a great 
speaker and has the ability to connect , b u t is that 
enough? 

I recently returned f rom Wash ing ton , where 
RISE (Responsible Industry for a S o u n d En-
vi ronment) held its annual meeting. RISE's 
members include pesticide and fertilizer pro-
ducers, suppliers and distributors for the golf 
course main tenance industry. T o no surprise, 
most everybody was talking abou t the election. 

There is definite concern about what could 
happen within the green industry if either can-
didate is elected, especially O b a m a . As one golf 
course superintendent put it so matter-of-factly 
recently, "A Republican president usually means 
fewer environmental regulations being initiated." 

If that's the case, more environmental regula-
tions are probably coming because O b a m a will 
most likely win the election. T h a t prediction 
comes f r o m David Crow, the president of D C 
Legislative & Regulator)' Services, w h o spoke 
at the RISE meeting. C r o w knows politics like 
Tiger knows getting up and d o w n for par. 

C r o w says M c C a i n will keep it close unti l 
the end , b u t O b a m a will win by 5 percent. 
C r o w says he doesn ' t see " the energy, the spirit, 
the drive or the will of the Republican party" to 
match that of the Democra t ic party. 

T h a t ' s not all the bad news for the Repub-
licans. C r o w also expects the C O P will lose 20 
to 2 5 seats in the H o u s e of Representatives and 
five to seven seats in the Senate. 

T h e Democra ts alreadv control the H o u s e 
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and Senate, and the party will have even 
m o r e clout if Crow's prediction is true. A n d if 
O b a m a is elected, the Democra t s will have hit 
the trifccta. So m u c h for vetoes. 

C r o w says he expects O b a m a ' s first 100 days 
will be a n "absolute blitzkrieg" of bills involving 
climate change, environmenta l policy and en-
ergy issues. Apparent ly , O b a m a is a golfer, b u t 
a hack (he's like most of us!). Being a liberal, he 
probably doesn ' t prefer the perfection of 
some courses. It will be interesting to see if he 
brings an anti-pesticide mental i ty to the table. If 
he does, things could change in the golf course 
main tenance industry. 

T h e good news is the specialty pesticide 
industry has a solid relationship with Debbie 
Edwards, director of the Environmenta l Protec-
tion Agency's office of pesticide programs. Ed-
wards, whose position is not by appo in tmen t , 
has spoken at the past two RISE meetings. 
"I do believe — a n d it's clear — that pesticides 
have a real and impor tan t place in society in the 
Un i t ed States," she has said. 

Hopeful ly , the Democra ts will look long and 
hard at any pesticides before making any rash 
decisions about banning them. Hopefully, they 
will see the effort — in terms of t ime and money 
spent on research and development — that the 
basic pesticide manufacturers have devoted to 
making pesticides safer. I've heard more than 
one university researcher c o m m e n t on h o w 
amazed they are with the low toxicities of some 
of the n e w active ingredients in pesticides. 

Of course, it's more imperative than ever 
that the golf course maintenance industry 
— f rom super in tendents to pesticide manufac-
turers — let their voices be k n o w n on this topic. 
Tell anyone w h o will listen that you make and 
use pesticides responsibly. 

Th i s is no t ime to sit idly by. 




