
Primo 
PGR has deve loped into a vi ta l a p p a r a t u s in 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ' t u r f m a i n t e n a n c e too lbox 

B Y L A R R Y A Y L W A R D 
E D I T O R I N C H I E F L.B.P. T h a t acronym stands for 

" L i f e B e f o r e P r i m o . " 
I Charles Joach im, long-

t ime certified golf course supe r in t enden t of 
C h a m p i o n s Co i f C l u b in H o u s t o n , r e m e m -
bers L .B.P . as spend ing a lot of t ime a top a 
fairway mower . 

How many rotors wil l you need to buy, 
install, dig up and replace to last as long as 

one Rain Bird EAGLE™ Series Rotor? 

" W e m o w e d all the t ime," says Joach im, 
not ing that his course's bermudagrass fairways 
never s topped growing in the Texas heat. 

A n d then a r o u n d 2000 , J o a c h i m sprayed 
P r i m o M A X X , t h e p o p u l a r p l a n t g r o w t h 
regulator f r o m Syngenta Professional P rod -
ucts, o n his fa i rways. E igh t years later he ' s 
still spraying it even ' 30 days. 

"Because of P r imo , we on ly have to m o w 
it a b o u t half t h e t i m e w e used to m o w it," 
J o a c h i m says. 

O t h e r s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s f r o m across the 
land w a x s imi l a r a n e c d o t e s a b o u t P r i m o , 
wh ich tu rns 15 this year. It jus t seems like 
last year tha t the P G R , which slows vertical 
g r o w t h on all m a j o r turfgrasses, was r e g i s S -

t e red for use. B u t it was 1 9 9 3 w h e n S y n -
g e n t a ( then k n o w n as C iba ) registered the 
p r o d u c t , first called P r i m o a n d t h e n re- in-
t r o d u c e d in 1997 as P r i m o M A X X w i t h a 
fo rmula t ion present ing the active ingredient 
in a smaller size. In add i t ion to s lowing the 
p roduc t ion of gibberellic acid a n d reducing 
clippings by a b o u t 50 pe rcen t for up to four 
weeks, Syngen t a says P r i m o also improves 
tur f qual i ty a n d provides a high level of prc-
stress cond i t ion ing . 

W h i l e P r i m o is 15, it 's n o t as o ld as the 
n u m b e r of years of research than wen t in to 
c rea t ing it — a b o u t 2 0 . D e n n i s S h c p a r d , 
P h . D . , S y n g e n t a field d e v e l o p m e n t m a n -
ager, says tha t the success of P r i m o has been 
helped by a great p a r t n e r s h i p b e t w e e n the 
c o m p a n y , un ive r s i t y researchers a n d turf 
m a n a g e r s . " T h e c o m p a n y s u p p o r t e d n u -
merous university research projects to bet ter 
unders tand P r imo ' s effect on turf ," Shepard 
says. " W h e n the researchers saw h o w well 
P r i m o worked, they developed new ideas for 
research wh ich con t inues today." 

S h e p a r d r e m e m b e r s w h e n h e w a s in 



g r a d u a t e s c h o o l a t N o r t h C a r o l i n a 
S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y . H i s p r o f e s s o r was 
Joe D i P a o l a , Syngcn ta ' s previous golf 
marke t manager , w h o was researching 
p lan t g rowth regulators to slow d o w n 
grass growth and improve turf quality in 
the process. DiPaola b r o u g h t his P G R 
knowledge to C iba when the c o m p a n y 
subsequently hired h im, Shepard says. 

"1 have t o give J o e DiPaola a lot of 
credit ," says Shepard , w h o later jo ined 
C iba and worked wi th DiPaola in de-
veloping Pr imo. 

P r imo was initially labeled for use o n 
fairways, tees and roughs. Syngenta added 
greens to the label in 1996. Shepard says 
superintendents have contributed to how 
to use Pr imo. O n e key suggestion they 
m a d e was to use it at lower rates more 
frequently. T h i s is especially true for ap-
plication to greens where they may spray 
everv seven to 14 days. 

J J 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s today use P r i m o 
M A X X for m y r i a d reasons , S h e p a r d 
says. S lowing tu r f g r o w t h is jus t o n e 
reason, and it has ancillary benefits. Re-
peated appl ica t ions of P r imo MAXX, 
wh ich can be tank-mixed wi th all f u n -
gicides o n t he m a r k e t , will he lp turf 
increase stress tolerance and assist f u n -
gicide activity, Shepard says. 

Scott Nair , super in tendent of Kukio 
Golf C l u b in K o n a , Hawa i i , has been 
u s i n g P r i m o s ince it was an e x p e r i -
mental p r o d u c t in 1992. Na i r sprayed 

it w h e n he was s u p e r i n t e n d e n t at t he 
Boulders Gol f Club , a 36-hole complex 
in Carefree, Ariz., to aid in overseeding. 
Pr imo slowed the scalped bermudagrass 
growth and allowed the seeded ryegrass 
to transition in. Nair says Syngenta has 
refined Primo's role in overseeding, and 
t he p r o d u c t has become a solid tool to 
help supe r in t enden t s d u r i n g the over-
seeding process. Nair now sprays Pr imo 
Maxx "religiously" on Kukio's paspalum 
greens, and says it has helped h im achieve 
consistent green speed. 

Dave Ravel, Syngenta 's golf marke t 
manage r , says P r i m o " took o f f ' a f t e r 
proving it improved turf quali ty. Ove r 
the years, Pr imo has gained a n a m e and 
a following for providing labor savings, 
clipping reduction and turf quality. " N o w 
the buzz is for fiiel savings," Ravel adds. 

W h e n gas pr ices b e g a n to c l i m b , 
Syngenta began to research h o w much 
Pr imo could save an 18-holc course in 

m o w i n g expenses . Shepa rd es t imates 
t ha t if ben tg ras s fa i rways are m o w e d 
an average of f o u r t imes a week for 2 5 
weeks and b e r m u d a g r a s s fairways are 
m o w e d th ree t o four t imes a week for 
30 weeks, the annual fuel savings f r o m 
e l imina t ing o n e m o w i n g a week could 

equal $3,750. Syngenta estimates a labor 
savings o f $ 3 , 0 0 0 wi th those mowings 
for a total of $ 6 , 7 5 0 . W i t h the cost of 
P r i m o M A X X at $ 5 , 5 4 4 , the savings 
would be $1 ,206 . 

Shepard says P r i m o has a t ta ined as 
much brand loyalty as any turf product . 
"People don ' t think of trincxapac-cthyl," 
Shepard says, citing the product 's active 
ingredient. " They think of Primo." 

Ravel expects Syngenta will celebrate 
Primo's 25th anniversary in 10 years be-
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cause superintendents will face the same 
turf issues then. "1 th ink Pr imo will be 
around for a long time," he adds. 

For n o w — happy birthday, Primo. • 

In testing under extreme conditions, Rain Bird 
EAGLE Series Rotors lasted up to 10 times longer 

than the next closest competitor's best rotors. 

Rain^BIRD 


