
Designs on Golf 
• A R C H I T E C T U R E 

few years ago I p e n n e d a 
c o l u m n u rg ing a n y o n e 
u n d e r t a k i n g a golf course 
pro jec t to d o c u m e n t , d o c u -

m e n t , d o c u m e n t . Bu t a n -
lecdotal ev idence tells m e 

t ha t golf course s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s , archi tects 
and c lub officials d id no t fu l ly digest m y 
sc int i l la t ing treatise o u t l i n i n g t he benef i t s of 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n . 

Digital camera makers haven ' t repor ted 
any camera sales spikes since tha t c o l u m n . 
A n d the big electronic manufac turers and 
onl ine pho to -hos t ing sites haven ' t offered me 
bribes to pen ano ther l i fe-changing co lumn , 
either. Worse , every t ime I hear abou t a great 
project and ask to see pho tographs of what 
things looked like before, I feel like a detective 
at a 1930s Chicago cr ime scene. N o o n e saw 
anything. N o one knows anyth ing . And for 
d a m n sure, there aren ' t any images to see. 

I unde r s t and tha t d o c u m e n t a t i o n takes 
t i m e and can be an a n n o y a n c e w h e n you are 
also juggl ing details tha t relate t o actually 
get t ing a job d o n e . None the les s , in just a few 
short years since I last wro te a b o u t this, tech-
nology has t r a n s f o r m e d h o w we take pho tos 
and how we share t h e m . T h e r e are n o more 
excuses for fai l ing to d o c u m e n t and show off 
wha t y o u do , whe the r it be a new green, 
tree removal or conver t ing turfgrass to a 
nat ive area. 

So in interest of t ime and space, and with-
ou t too m u c h condescension, I 'm going to 
whi t t le this d o w n to the basics. Here ' s wha t 
you need to d o c u m e n t : 

1) A digital camera. In the past few years, 
C a n o n , N i k o n and the other ma jo r m a n u -
facturers have been get t ing bet ter wi th each 
p roduc t line, bu t the current po in t - and- shoo t 
digital cameras take t ruly amazing photos . 
You should no t have to spend more t h a n 
$ 2 2 5 t o get some th ing ou t s t and ing that 
captures images in 8-mi l l ion megapixels (all 
you'll ever need) . 

2) A plan. T h e ent i re po in t of d o c u m e n t -
ing a project is to cap ture those great "before" 
photos because people t end to forget how-
things were prior t o the work. G r a b a legal 
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pad, figure ou t where the best views are of 
the work at hand , and write d o w n where you 
took the photos f rom. M a p it w i th G P S if you 
want . Just d o n ' t lose your rccord. T a p e it to 
the side of your c o m p u t e r if you mus t . A n d 
d o n ' t worry abou t da t ing and t iming the shots 
since all of today's digital cameras store that 
i n fo rma t ion wi th each image. 

3) A compu te r . M o s t compute r s come 
with easy-to-use p h o t o edi t ing sof tware (if 
they d o n ' t , you can always download free 
sof tware like Google ' s Picasa). T h e s e pro-
grams make edi t ing and touch ing up images 
easy, while mak ing your efforts to e-mail pho-
tos much easier than a few years ago. 

4) An In te rne t connec t ion . Since I last 
pleaded with you to d o c u m e n t your work, 
sites like www.f l ickr .com and www.shut te r -
bug .com have made it easy to upload a large 
n u m b e r of images f rom vacations or, say, in-
teresting golf course projects. 

5) A video camera. Yes, as c o m p u t e r ha rd 
drives have got ten bigger, so has the po ten-
tial to d o video. Panasonic makes amazing 
high-dcf video cameras for reasonable prices 
($1 ,000 or less). N o t only are they great for 
cap tur ing the family vacation in s t u n n i n g 
clarity, bu t n o w it's possible to weave together 
f u n little videos where you tell the story of a 
project. And if you use some th ing like Apple 's 
imovie 08, the video is easy to edit and 
graphics are easy to add . And then you can 
load it up to Y o u T u b e for anyone to see. 

D o c u m e n t a t i o n has never been easier. T h e 
tools to d o so are available to y o u — and they 
are affordable . So d o n ' t make me write this 
c o l u m n again in three years. 

Contributing Editor Geoff Shackelford can be 
reached at geoffhacGPao I. com. 
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