
We've Got Mail 
M l LETTERS FROM THE FIELD 

Work/Life Balance 
Strikes a Chord 
I must admit, it's not often that a piece in any golf 
business magazine moves me enough to read it 
a second time, let alone cut it out But that is ex-
actly what I did when I read your December col-
umn, "When You Comin' Home, Dad?" (Pin High). 

Ifs easy for all of us, from superintendents to 
sales reps, to get immersed in our jobs and neglect 
those who are most important to us. I feel like I do a 
good job balancing my job and my family, but it sure 
lends perspective to what is most important 

My stepdaughters are only going to be this 
age once, so I feel like it is important to spend 
quality time with them when I can. I know the next 
time I come home from a long day and they want 
me to spend time in the backyard practicing pitch-
ing softballs, I will be right out back with them. 

I hope your piece hit home with many more 
people as well. 
Rick Ellis, Superintendent 
Muncie Elks Country Club 
Muncie, Ind. 

The "When You Comin' Home, Dad?" column 
had nothing to do with mowers, fertilizers, pesti-
cides or politics, but it was just as important 

I, too, have a wife, two boys and a dog. My 
best times are when my wife teaches a night 
class at a local university, which makes it boys' 
night out for us. 

Time marches by so fast. Every day is a gift; 
that is why they call it the present. 
Rob Kloska, Superintendent 
The Jupiter Island Club, 
Hobe Sound, Fla. 

I enjoyed your December column and your refer-
ence to "The Cats in The Cradle." It's easy to get 
caught up in work. I retired after this golf season 
after 30 years so I could do other things and 
play more golf with my wife, etc 

I had a good run, but one knows when the 
time is right for a change. 
John Monson, Retired Superintendent 
Long Prairie Country Club 
Long Prairie, Minn. 

Thank you for the article, "When you Comin' 
Home, Dad?" I understand your struggle with bal-
ancing work and family. I, too, just got home last 
night from a four-day trip to two wonderful little 
girls. I was exhausted, but I became fully ener-
gized when they ran up to me with open arms. All 
the worries of the week were gone instantly. 
Shane M. Barney, 
Marketing Manager, T&O Products 
SePRO Corp., Carmel, Ind. 

ProsetoLiveBy 
Joel Jackson's "Ode to the Superintendent' (January, 
p. 22) is the greatest poem I've ever read. I look for-
ward to his column (Shades of Green) every month. 
Jeff Huelsman, Certified Superintendent 
WCI Communities 

We want to hear from you. You can e-mail your letters 
to David Frabotta at dfrabotta@questex.com, or fax 
to 216-706-3712. Make sure to include your name and 
phone number for verification. Letters may be edited 
for length or relevance. 

g o l f c o n s t r u c t i o n n e w s . c o m (GCN) is a n online report containing the most current and in-depth information on golf 
projects in the U.S. GCN keeps tabs on thousands of projects a year to provide the most up-to-date, comprehensive 
details as they become available. Reports can be ordered for up to eight regions of the U.S. to fit any-sized business. 

F e a t u r e s i n c l u d e : 

1 Access to project updates 24/7 via secure, password-protected access 

. Project tracking from conception to completion, with its status regularly updated 

• * •• . Full details for New & Proposed Projects, Remodels to Existing Courses & Recent Openings 

* * * • 

. State-of-the-art click-through contact access with developers, course designers and construction 
companies (if selected), and related parties 

• * • * 

„ Sellable project database - including by state, development phase, type and opening date 

Subscribe online now! It's as easy as visiting w w w . g o l f c o n s t r u c t i o n n e w s . c o m . Review regularly updated sample 
projects on the home page and see the power of GCN for yourself. 

F o r a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n , c a l l t o l l - f r e e 8 6 6 - 6 4 0 - 7 1 7 0 . 
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