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his Augusta doesn't flaunt flaw-

less-looking fairways or boast

perfectly manicured greens.

This Augusta is not accessible

by a magnificent road named

Magnolia Lane and doesn't
invite the likes of Tiger, Phil and Sergio to play
its hallowed holes.

This Augusta is, well, for Everyman.

This Augusta is Augusta Municipal Golf
Course, located about a John Daly tee shot
from the exalted Augusta National Golf Club.
Augusta Municipal is a city course located in a
city made famous by a course.

But Augusta Municipal is not a golf course
with an identity problem. It knows what it is;
it’s proud of what it does; and its superinten-
dent seems as passionate about what he does as
any superintendent in the business.

“I just love it,” says Larry Guy, who has
been superintendent at #bis Augusta for more
than eight years.

Guy has been to that Augusta several times.
He has even played it. But Guy wouldn’t want
to be the superintendent at Augusta National
for all the peaches in Georgia.

Nothing against that high-profile gig; the
low-profile Guy just feels more at home at the
unassuming Augusta Municipal.

Maybe it’s because the 61-year-old Guy
enjoys getting down and dirty, literally, which
he can do often at his Augusta. If there’s a hole
to dig, Guy will show up with a shovel in
hand (instead of an order for someone else to
dig it).

When I met him during Masters week last
April, Guy had just come from doing the
manual labor part of his job. He had been
hand-watering greens, and had mowed greens
and fairways before that.

His high-top work boots were caked with
mud, and his blue plants were smudged with
dirt. Hair strands, which escaped the front of
his black cap, stuck to his perspiring forehead.

When I asked Guy what he likes most about
his job, he didn’t hesitate upon answering.

“Working on the golf course,” he said in his
soft Southern drawl. “If I couldn ... it would
bother me.”
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Guy, who worked in construction before
becoming a superintendent, believes it’s
important to lead his crew by example. Then
again, he just likes to work up a sweat.

The worst part about his job? It’s not the
paperwork waiting at his office desk. It’s the
pains that come with getting down and dirty
at an older age. The aches happen more often
these days and take longer to go away. That
concerns Guy, who's accustomed to the physi-
cal aspects of the job.

“It’s what I've been doin’ my whole life,”
he says.

Guy didn’t join the golf course mainte-
nance industry until he was in his 40s. He
worked as an assistant at nearby Forest Hills
Golf Club and learned the art of greenkeeping
on the job.

“It just came naturally,” Guy says.

Most of the $40,000 in Guy’s budget is
spent on and around the greens and on the
fairways. So there’s no money to maintain a
second cut at his course, like the famous
groomed rough at Augusta National.

But Augusta Municipal, also known as
“The Patch,” has its share of azaleas. And they
bloom just as brilliantly as the ones at Augusta
National.

Guy’s goals are simple: He just wants to
provide people with a good golfing experience.
He just wants them to be happy to be at his
Augusta — like he is.

“I'm not goin’ nowhere,” Guy says, his
cheek packed with a plug of tobacco. “I plan
to stay here until I retire.”

That's good to hear. 7his Augusta wouldn’t
be the same without him.

Larry Aylward, editor in chief, can be reached at
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