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Knowing your members,
club schedule is crucial
for your topdressing program

BY DAVID FRABOTTA
SENIOR EDITOR

ot anthracnose? As the third-

most prevalent fungal disease on

golf courses, many superinten-

dents battle it on at least a cou-

ple of their greens. Many believe

its onset and spread is perpetu-
ated by the stress from creating good golfing
conditions, so superintendents might be mak-
ing it worse by just doing their jobs.

Consequently, reducing crew traffic on
affected greens during hot and humid months
can help mitigate the risk of the disease by avoid-
ing scuffs on the plant that could make it more
susceptible.

That's why many superintendents halt their
topdressing programs in the dog days of sum-
mer despite the growing trend toward lighter,
more frequent applications.

“In the hot weather, our primary concern
in terms of disease is anthracnose, so when it
starts to get hot out, we stop topdressing be-
cause it is going to dull the mowers and cre-
ate abrasions on the plant that make infection
points,” says Kevin Seibel, superintendent of
the Century Country Club in Purchase, N.Y.

Century had a history of anthracnose on
its bentgrass/ Poa annua greens before Seibel
arrived about four years ago. The outbreaks
have all but stopped, which he attributes partly
to his topdressing protocols.

Even the prestigious Hazeltine National
Golf Club, which hosted the 2006 U.S.

Frequent, fight topdressing has become the norm, hut many superiﬁtén&ént’s
suspend their topdressing program a few. weeks before an important tournament.

Amateur Championship in late August,
didn’t do much topdressing this year
because of anthracnose, says Jim Nicol, its
certified golf course superintendent.

“We've seen anthracnose blossom, but it
seemed to kick up this year, and on different
greens, because of the way we maintain them,”
says Nicol, whose course will host the 2009
PGA Championship. “If I were to get back on
to what I was doing, I would do it lightly every
once in a while [every other week or so].”

While frequent, light topdressing is
becoming the norm, there are times it can be
a detriment, such as before an invitational or
member-guest tournament.

Rick Slattery stops topdressing about three
weeks before his annual Wegmans Rochester
International LPGA Tournament at Locust
Hill Country Club in Pittsford, N.Y. He says
the material needs time to work into the soil
profile before it can help the surface and allow
the mowers to achieve a quality cut.

“I've found that the greens will slow up a
litele bit just after topdressing,” he says. “If
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you are going to have sand on the green for seven to 10 days,
then you are going to have dull mowers and really slow, fluffy
greens.”

With a mid-June tournament and 500 active golfing mem-
bers raring to go as soon as he pulls the gallery ropes, Slattery says
he can't really afford a week of slow, fluffy greens. So he seldom
topdresses without a looming rainstorm.

Many superintendents brush or drag material into the canopy,
and some irrigate in addition. But Slattery lets summer storms
wash material down into the canopy, which he says avoids a
week of dull mowers caused by surface sand and subsequent
slow greens. He topdresses every few weeks, but he’s not afraid
to wait a few more days if there is rain in the forecast.

And he knows he needs the results on his greens.

Slattery doesn't like to aerate in the spring for fear the greens
won't be ready for the mid-June tournament. “And if there is a lot
of heat and humidity in July, then you are going to want to stay
off your greens because the mechanical damage will be worse than
any benefit that you'll realize by topdressing them,” he says.

That’s a double-whammy for thatch buildup. So he aerates a
couple times in the fall to catch up, and he topdresses lightly in
the spring in conjunction with a solid pencil-tine treatment.

Rick Slattery of Locust
Hill Country Club top-
dresses around rain-
storms so the material
washes through the
canopy more quickly.

Closer mowing heights and lighter, more-frequent nitrogen
applications have helped mitigate thatch buildup for many golf
courses. But the lower the cut, the more noticeable imperfections
in the green, which is why most courses have adopted topdress-
ing programs during the past couple decades.

“Topdressing is important when you mow at one-tenth of an
inch for tournament conditions to get them around 12 or 13 [on
the Stimpmeter]. When you are maintaining those speeds, you
really need true greens because the ball will bounce around a lit-
tle more when you bring your heights down,” Slattery says.

It’s unlikely golfers will enjoy playing follow the bouncing
ball during their Saturday morning round, so topdressing is
crucial despite some common-sense limitations.

Ken Flisek, certified golf course superintendent of The Club
at Nevillewood (Pa.), says his greens are about the best they've been
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in his 15-year tenure thanks to an aggressive dethatching program.

“Members told me this year the greens are better than ever,
and I think a more aggressive aerification has helped along with
the more frequent, lighter topdressing,” Flisek says.

He says he is able to topdress about six times in the spring and
about four times in the fall, taking a break during the mid-sum-
mer heat. By September, he has the best greens of the year, so he
lets members enjoy them by not aerifying until mid-October.

The late punch also allows him to go deep and alter his soil
with more conducive material. His greens were built from coarser
sand, and with the low mowing heights of today, he’s had to go
with smaller material for his topdressing, which is typically taboo
for fear of locking up soil with smaller particles. But with an

geressive 12-inch, deep-tine treatment along with a core process,
he has a better chance of working it well into the composition.

“The newer, finer material is in columns down through the
green’s profile,” he says. “Now that we switched to the finer
sand, I'm worried about having the finer layer on top, which
is why I'm poking the deep holes and filling them with new
sand before we do the core.”

Flisek says he wouldn't be permitted to upset the greens to
that extent if he did the process immediately after Labor Day.

Ken Flisek of The Club
at Nevillewood (Pa.)

waits to aerify until
mid-October so his
members and greens

or more tolerant to his
double-punch regimen.

It usually takes him five days to finish the two-step process of

deep-tine and core punching, but he wasn' in a big rush in late
October because golf at that time is a bonus.

“When we wait until this time of year, the members are
more forgiving, and the grass is more forgiving,” he said in late
October. “We won't mow the greens for an entire week after
we aerify. If you do that in September, you kind of get in trou-
ble. Right now, no one really seems to care.”

It makes sense from a player’s perspective, considering Sep-
tember is some of the nicest golf weather, Flisek says. And its a
vantage point he uses often. A five-handicapper, Flisek tries to play
the course as often as he can with members of different skill lev-
els so he can get a realistic view of what golfers think of the course.

“When I haven' played in a couple weeks, sometimes I think
the golf course is great. But when I play it, I see things that I
would do differently, and we start to change things,” he says. ®
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NeWS -COoOM “The Source for New Golf Project Information”

golfconstructionnews.com (GCN) is an online report containing the most current and in-depth information on golf
projects in the U.S. GCN keeps tabs on thousands of projects a year to provide the most up-to-date, comprehensive
details as they become available. Reports can be ordered for up to eight regions of the U.S. to fit any-sized business.
Features include:

i . Access to project updates 24/7 via secure, password-protected access

. Project tracking from conception to completion, with its status regularly updated

- Full details for New & Proposed Projects, Remodels to Existing Courses & Recent Openings

- State-of-the-art click-through contact access with developers, course designers and construction
companies (if selected), and related parties

"". Sortable project database — including by state, development phase, type and opening date

Subscribe online now! It's as easy as visiting www.golfconstructionnews.com. Review regularly updated sample
projects on the home page and see the power of GCN for yourself.

For additional information, call toll-free 866-640-7170.
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