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The best way to control dollar spot on greens is to not
let it surface in the first place, technical experts say

echnical experts from some of the
nation’s top chemical companies
put their money on preventive
control to successfully treat dol-
lar spot on putting greens. The
remaining option, curative con-
trol, could be a losing bet for
superintendents who want great-looking greens
throughout a golf season, they say.

It’s vital not to get yourself behind the eight
ball when managing dollar spot, says Kyle
Miller, senior technical specialist for BASF
Turf & Ornamental. That means not waiting
for dollar spot to begin in the first place.

“Dollar spot is a tough disease to control
[after it has started],” Miller adds. “So if your
courses have strong [management] programs
to keep dollar spot out from the start, your
lives will be much easier.”

The big problem is that dollar spot leaves
blemishes on putting greens, which need time
to heal. Hence, the greens can look unsightly
in spots and lack a uniform putting surface.
The bigger the dollar spot problem, the worse
a green will look and play.

And if the greens aren't healthy, superin-
tendents can take it to the bank that golfers
will complain about them.

“There will be lesions on the greens, and

they will take time to grow back,” says Dave
Ross, turf and ornamental technical manager
for Syngenta Professional Products. “So
[superintendents] will have to live with that.”
Dollar spot is more severe in some areas of
the country than others. “[In some areas], dol-
lar spot can damage turf all the way down to
the soil,” Miller says. “In other parts of the coun-
try, dollar spot injury is more on the surface.”
In areas where dollar spot is more severe,

such as on the East Coast
and in the Mid-Atlantic, B i b

it can take up to three
where dollar spot
weeks for turf to heal and is more severe, it
for greens to return to can take up to
their normal uniformity. three weeks for
Perhaps dollar spot turf to heal.

wouldn’t be so much of
an issue if it weren't for
the pressure the industry — golfers and su-
perintendents included — has placed on itself
for having near-flawless golf course conditions.

“We've created an image in the United States
that we want perfect putting greens,” Ross says.
“Obviously, that’s part of the problem.”

But the pressure on superintendents to
deliver the best putting greens possible is not
the sole reason that Ross, Miller and other
experts advise them to adhere to preventive
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programs for treating dollar spot. The bottom
line is that preventive programs make more
economic sense than curative programs, the
eXperts say.

Preventive programs will help superinten-
dents save time and money in the long run
because such programs will enable superinten-
dents to use less fungicides. Yes, we did say less.

Locked up

By treating preventively, superintendents
can keep the tiger in the cage, so to speak, says
Rich Hanrahan, senior technical development
manager of fungicides for Bayer Environmental
Science. The key is to keep the disease popu-
lation below the critical mass, Hanrahan says.
That's achieved by knocking the population

back with preventive applications. “You want
to knock back the population so it doesn't ex-
plode on you,” he adds.

Ross also believes superintendents should
take action to stop the disease from starting.
“Because once you do, you'll allow more
inoculant to be produced, you'll have many
more spores, and you'll allow more opportu-
nities to move that disease around your golf
course and infect other areas,” he adds.

Hanrahan says more superintendents are
turning to preventive programs because they've
found that dollar spot has become tougher to
manage curatively.

“They've found they do have to put in more
time, effort and material to manage it [cura-
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tively],” Hanrahan says. “And then they
still might not be able to get rid of it.”

It’s a misconception to think that
more pesticide is used and more money
is spent on preventive programs than
curative ones, the experts say.

“Curative” doesn't really mean what
it sounds, Ross says, pointing out that
a superintendent who treats greens with
dollar spot will have to make more than
one curative application.

Preventive programs also equate to
lower application rates. “Almost every
fungicide you look at is going to say, “For
curative applications, use the highest
labeled rate.” ” Miller says.

Ross notes that the preventive rate for
a Syngenta brand fungicide is 2 ounces
compared to 3.5 ounces for the curative
rate. “So it’s going to take almost twice
as much product to stop a disease than
it is to prevent it in the first place.”

Preventive applications not only
require lower doses, they can be applied
more days apart. “You can stretch outan
application further because you're not
really dealing with the disease — you're
dealing with the pathogen population
and keeping it below that critical level,”
Hanrahan says.

Anticipation

John Price, an account manager for
Dow AgroSciences, points out that dol-
lar spot is most threatening between
late April and early July when tem-
peratures climb to 75 degrees Fahren-
heit or above. The threat of the disease
wanes in the hot summer months but
returns in the fall.

But dollar spot control goes in hand
with superintendents’ ability to forecast
when the disease might break out. So
the challenge is for superintendents to
anticipate dollar spot, Price says.

Their instincts to do so will improve
over time, like once a superintendent has
spent several years at the same course.
“The person who's in his first year ata
course and is inexperienced is more apt
to struggle than someone who has been
at that course for five years,” Price says.
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Price’s advice to superin-
tendents to help them better
predict dollar spot flare-ups is
to keep a close watch on air
temperature and moisture pat-
terns, as well as know the his-
tory of dollar spot breakouts on
the course.

The lay of the land, the
number of trees and air move-
ment on a course all dictate dis-
ease pressure. “There are cer-
tain places on a course where
there will be more trouble than
others places,” Price notes.

When to treat for dollar
spot differs from region to
region. “It varies from place to
place, but as a general rule I say
to get one or two sprays down
before your typical disease pe-
riod begins,” Hanrahan says.

Early spring and late fall
preventive treatments are cru-
cial to control dollar spot on
greens, Miller says.

It’s vital to make a fungicide application in
the early spring about two weeks before the usual
first application. Miller says studies reveal that
early applications lessen dollar spot occurrence.

A late fall application is also crucial, Miller
says, to rid turf of any remaining dollar spot
inoculum left over from the summer.

In essence, superintendents must make two
extra fungicide applications during the year if
they adhere to Miller’s idea of a preventive pro-
gram. Miller realizes some superintendents
might gripe at the cost associated with two extra
fungicides sprays, but he points out the sprays
only encompass on average about 3 acres of
greens, not 30 acres of fairways. “In the grand
scheme of things, I don't think the money out-
lay is that significant,” he says.

What else?
There are other things to keep in mind in the
battle against dollar spot, the experts say.
Ross warns superintendents to stay within
label guidelines when treating dollar spot. Some
superintendents think they need to spray pre-
ventively with a higher rate than what the label
recommends. “That would be a waste of prod-
uct,” he adds.

Price stresses that dollar spot
be treated preventively on all
fronts, not just with fungicides.
Superintendents should adhere
to proper fertilization as well as
other cultural practices to keep
the disease at bay. “I'm a big
proponent of total manage-
ment, not just being dependent
on one tool,” Price adds.

Regarding proper applica-
tion for total effectiveness,
Miller advises superintendents
to avoid applying contact
fungicides on dew-covered
turf, even if they want to spray
early to beat the golfer rush.
That's kind of like painting
your house when it’s raining,
he adds.

“Dollar spot is a foliar dis-
ease,” Miller says. “You need
to make sure that the contact
fungicides reach the turf fo-
liage where the disease has the
potential to occur. If you're spraying dew-
covered turf, it’s possible some of that prod-
uct could roll off and not be as effective,
especially if it’s a contact fungicide like
chlorothalonil.

“There isn’t one formula for controlling
dollar spot,” Miller adds. “There are some best
practices, but superintendents really need to
experiment on their own courses to find what
works best for them.”

“I'm a big proponent of total

management, not just being

dependent on one tool”

As bad as dollar spot can be, superinten-
dents could have it worse, Ross points out.

“The nice thing about dollar spot is that
its not like some diseases that kill larger patches
of turf; it occurs in smaller areas of turf,” he
says. “So even in a bad situation, you can plug
sod into spotted areas.” ®

www.golfdom.com  Golfdom

49





