
Off The Fringe 

Movie Site Turns California Golf Course 'Sideways' 
By Thomas Skemivitz, Managing Editor 

sked to pick his favorite flick 
of2004, David Rosenstrauch 
gives two thumbs up to the 

only movie that really "hit home." 
Certainly, then, the certified super-

intendent at River Course at the Alisal 
has to be heralding "Sideways." After 
all, the movie literally hit home — in 
this case Solvang, Calif., in the heart of 
Santa Barbara wine country. Two 
scenes were filmed at River Course, in-
cluding one gut-buster that occurs on 
one of Rosenstrauchs fairways. The 
lead characters, played by Paul Gia-
matti and Thomas Hayden Church, 
having just had a group chip into 
them, return the favor and fire a few 
balls (and expletives) right back at 'em. 

"The scene on the golf course was 

pretty cool," Rosenstrauch says. "Those 
were some of the members from our pri-
vate course that they used (as extras)." 

Nevertheless, its "Finding Never-
land" over "Sideways" when Rosen-
strauch is pressed to name his No. 1 
movie. So much for any home-course 
advantage, which, in this case, included 
some terrific on-location food spreads 
and a set of free tickets to the premier. 

"Personally, I thought 'Finding 
Neverland' was one of the best movies 
I've seen in the last 15 or 20 years," he 
says of the Johnny Depp film that 
details the origination of the fairy tale 
character Peter Pan. "I loved 'Never-
land.' It hit home. The end got me 
right between my heart. When that 
little kid is looking at (Depp's charac-
ter) with tears in his eyes, it struck me. 
Loved that movie. It was fantastic." 

Not that "Sideways" was bad. 
"I'd give it a B," Rosenstrauch, 52, 

says. "I thought it was pretty funny." 
Things weren't so amusing at the 

time of the filming last May. The two 
golf scenes, which lasted less than five 
minutes combined on film, closed the 
course for the four days it took to shoot. 

"Man, I could never be an actor. I'd 
be going out of my brain," Rosen-
strauch says. 

The good news is that tourism in 
the valley is booming. Not bad for a 
movie that Rosenstrauch says was con-
sidered "B-grade from the get-go." 

"The River Course is just packed. 
A 5-hour round, 6-hour round is not 
uncommon now," Rosenstrauch says. 
"It's going to be a good year." 

Spoken like a true wine-country 
superintendent. 

Guess Who Rolled Out The Turf 
For Super Bowl XXXIX? 

GEORGETOMA 
Head turf consultant for 
every Super Bowl field 
since Super Bowl #1 

"In my opinion, if you 

want the best seed money can buy, 

get Pennington." 
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S o w h e t h e r i t i s t h e b i g g e s t a r e n a i n p r o 
f o o t b a l l o r y o u r f r o n t l a w n , y o u c a n 
t r u s t P e n n i n g t o n t o g o t h e e x t r a y a r d 
f o r a l l y o u r t u r f g r a s s n e e d s . 

P E N N I N G T O N G R A S S S E E D w a s c h o s e n a s the b a s e s o d ( P r i n c e s s 7 7 b e r m u d â -
g r a s s ) a n d as the o v e r s e e d i n g m i x t u r e ( P e n n i n g t o n T o u r n a m e n T Q u a l i t y 
P r o f e s s i o n a l S e l e c t R y e / B l u e M i x t u r e ) t o c o v e r t h e e n t i r e f i e l d i n J a c k s o n v i l l e . 
A n d w e w e r e i n H o u s t o n l a s t y e a r f o r t h e 3 8 t h S u p e r B p w l . T h e f a c t i s , 
P e n n i n g t o n i s o n a r o l l w i t h g r a s s s e e d p r o d u c t s s o g o o d t h e y a r e u s e d i n m a n y 
o f t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t s p o r t i n g v e n u e s i n t h e w o r l d . 
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