Switcheroo

BASF’S MILLER SAYS SUPERINTENDENTS SHOULD
CHANGE OUT NOZZLES FOR PARTICULAR PESTICIDES

is the season for ... spray-

ing pesticides. With that in

mind, we turn to Kyle
Miller, senior technical specialist for
BASF Turf & Ornamental, to gar-
ner a few tips for proper spraying.

Miller says many sprayers these
days are fitted with nozzles that de-
liver a medium/coarse spray. “You
can use these nozzles for different Kyle Miller
products. [They have] a coarser
spray so if the wind kicks up the spray will stay uniform
without a lot of drift.”

But Miller stresses that superintendents should consider
switching nozzles for each pesticide they're spraying,
whether it's an herbicide, fungicide or insecticide. For
instance, a nozzle that emits a coarse spray is not effective

for a fungicide program.

“It may not be as important if you're spraying a soil insec-
ticide to have real fine droplets hitting the soil,” Miller says.
“You can probably get away with a coarser spray. But in the
case of a contact fungicide, you want to maximize that prod-
uct on the leaf. So you want to have a nozzle that can do that
for you. If we have a real coarse spray, then you're probably
not going to do a very good job of getting it on the foliage
because there are a lot of big particles that will roll off the leaf

and fall down into the turf canopy. So they won't be effective.”
Miiller points out that nozzles are inexpensive. “You can

buy a whole set for $100,” he adds.
— Larry Aylward, Editor in Chief

what we've heard from panel of nearly 2,600 golf fa-
many members. “Overall cilities across the United
golf spending is rising a bit ~ States. Response rates to
as the overall economy con-  monthly surveys vary from
tinues to improve,” he said. 60 percent to 70 percent.
Private club rounds were Including the 2004
flat for the year while public ~ openings, the total number
courses had slightincreases. ~ of U.S. golf facilities stands
“Premium” public courses at 16,057, thus breaking
had the best showing with the 16,000 mark for the
nearly a 2-percent gain, fol-  first time. Adjusting for 9-
lowed by “value” publicwith  hole and 18-hole-plus fa-
about a 1-percent increase. cilities, there were 14,988
The report is based on in-  18-hole equivalents at

formation reported by a year’s end.

We're excited
about the news.
No we're ecstatic,

exuberant,

elated,

NO...

Natural Organic Products

www.golfdom.com Golidlom 15


http://www.golfdom.com
http://www.golfdom.com



