
them off. Later he added a remote-control w QL 

speedboat to his arsenal when the geese began o 
to retreat to the pond. To avoid the water- i 
craft, the geese — sometimes in flocks of up to ^ 1 C/5 
100 — only visited the course at night. J 

"I was staying after dark trying to get rid =3 
of them," Hills says, indicating a growing ob-
session. 

But, finally, when it seemed like Hills had 
exhausted all of his efforts to rid Blue Mash of 
the dastardly waterfowl, his inventive side kicked 
in. 

He came up with the idea of stringing clear 
fishing line across the pond. Using his remote-
control boat to traverse the water, he placed the 
line in 30-foot increments with the line attached 
to the shore by sod staples. 

Within a few days the geese were gone. 
On one occasion, Hills saw a pair of the birds 
land in the water and start swimming. One 
lightly bumped into one of the strands, and the 
pair turned and left the property. 

The method did not work quite as well on 
a half-acre pond, so Hills added a second row 
of fishing line in the opposite direction. This 
created a grid, and the geese stayed away from 

Continued on page 48 

Canada geese 
began taking over 
Blue Mash Golf 
Course, owner Joe 
Hills tried a vari-
ety of methods to 

rid his layout of the pests. 
Once it became apparent none of them 

worked, he devised his own defense system using 
nothing more than 30-pound test fishing line. 
His ingenuity earned him top prize at the 
National Golf Course Owners Association an-
nual meeting s Idea Fair earlier this year and ac-
colades from the National Audubon Society. 

"We opened more than two years ago, and 
within a year they were all over the place," Hills 
says about his Gaithersburg, Md., layout, 
designed by Arthur Hills. 

He said the favorite gathering place for the 
geese was his 5-acre pond. There is no buffer 
between the pond and the holes that wind their 
way around it because the course is wide open. 
As a result, the geese weren't just eating grass, 
but also wrecking fairways as well as leaving be-
hind large amounts of dung. "They were really 
destroying the place," Hills says. 

First he tried a remote-control car to scare 

J o e Hills has found tha t f ishing line is 
a grea t and ecological w a y to rid a golf 
course of geese B Y A N T H O N Y P I O P P I 
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Continued from page 46 
the small pond as well. 

Hills also perfected his method of dis-
tributing the fishing line when he added 
a second layer to the larger pond. He 
now secures the ends to one side of the 
pond, places three or four spools on a 
pipe and walks the lines to the other side 
of the pond where they are again fas-
tened with sod spikes. His total cost was 
$75. 

Greg Butcher, bird conservation 
director for the National Audubon 
Society, called the method "novel" for 
golf course use. He said the same strat-
egy is gaining favor as a tactic in keep-
ing nesting birds, such as pigeons, off 
buildings. 

The use of the monofilament line is 
successful because Canada geese prefer 
to take off from and land in water. It is 
also their favorite place to sleep, says 
Audubon spokesman John Bianchi. He 
surmised the extra line was needed for 

The use of the 

monofilament line is 

successful because 

Canada geese prefer to 

take off from and land 

in water. 
JOHN BIANCHI 
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
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the smaller pond because the geese were 
landing on the ground and walking to 
the water. 

To make the lines even more effec-
tive, Butcher suggested Hills try attach-
ing markers near the center of the pond. 

This will not only remind previous vis-
itors of the problem, but also serve as a 
warning to newcomers. 

Sharon Pawlak, of the Coalition to 
Prevent the Destruction of Canada 
Geese, also did not object to Hills' 
method. She did, however, caution that 
the golf course could have problems if 
birds were injured by the monofilament. 
According to Pawlak, the best way to rid 
of any geese is through a variety of meth-
ods such as floating alligators, balloons 
and dogs. 

"Geese will seek the least resistance," 
she says. "They will rehabitate to an area 
where there is no harassment." 

Pawlak said she would not be sur-
prised if the geese returned to Blue 
Marsh, this time landing on the fairways, 
eating for a while, and then leaving. Golf 
courses are hard to resist for Canada 
geese. "We're creating a habitat they 
love," Pawlak says. "You're literally set-
ting out a dinner table for them." • 

Order online at www.svwonline.com 
or call 800-938-4330 

SVW/EPIC of Wisconsin, Inc. • 3014 E. Progress Drive - West Bend,WI 

Superintendent's Video Workshop: Helps reduce risk of personal injury 
and maintenance mishaps • Teaches personal responsibility 

Promotes professionalism • Provides written documentation of training 
Choose from 26 titles - most also available in Spanish. 

Using S V W To Train Your Crew... 
$95.00 

"We Teach Common Sense!" 

http://www.svwonline.com



