
Business 

briefs 
C M A A joins the big show 
W h o says three is a c rowd? 

First it was the Nat ional Golf Course 
Owners Associat ion ( N G C O A ) and the Golf 
Course Super in tendents Assoc iat ion of 
Amer i ca ( G C S A A ) teaming up for their o w n 
t rade show, specif ical ly the Golf Industry 
Show. N o w the Club Managers Associat ion 
of Amer i ca ( C M A A ) will jo in that show in 
2 0 0 7 in Anahe im, Calif. 

"We have spent years of cooperat ive dia-
logue wi th our allied associat ions, and w e 
are del ighted to move fo rward wi th this initia-
tive," C M A A C E O J im Singer l ing said. 

Steve Mona, C E O of the G C S A A , says 
compan ies that exhibit in all th ree shows will 
f ind the prospect of go ing to one show "quite 
attractive." 

"Beyond the obvious ef f ic iencies and 
savings, t he fac t that so many key decis ion 
makers are go ing to be in the same location 
is being very well-received," M o n a said. 

KSU, PTI join forces 
A school and a suppl ier are teaming up to 
better t he industry. Kansas State University 
has partnered wi th Sylacauga, A l a - b a s e d 
Pursell Technologies Inc. (PTI) to enhance 
Kansas State's gol f course managemen t 
program by exposing turf s tudents to new 
technology and turf-fert i l i ty innovations. 

"I see it as cu t t ing-edge techno logy 
meets cu t t ing-edge golf course manage-
ment educat ion wi th the program w e have 
here," says Jack Fry, professor of hort icul ture 
and director of Kansas State's gol f course 
managemen t program for Kansas State. 

David Gourlay, cert i f ied super in tendent 
and director of golf and general manager of 
operat ions for Kansas S ta te -owned Colbert 
Hills Golf Course, says 1 5 0 s tudents are 
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Get Ready to Pay 
More for Fertilizer 

I N C R E A S E I N N A T U R A L G A S P R I C E S C O U L D C A U S E H I G H E R C O S T 

uperintendents may be 
in for another year of 
high fertilizer costs. 

The U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy 

recently released its first estimate 
of natural gas prices, another pro-
jected historical high, which trans-
lates into higher fertilizer costs for 
the fall compared to this past 
spring. 

"The Department of Energy ex-
pects natural gas prices to climb to 
about $6.20 to $6.50 per million 
BTUs (British Thermal Units) this 
fall," said Matt Roberts, an Ohio 
State University agricultural econo-
mist. "That works out to fertilizer 
prices of $450 per ton. In the spring, 
prices were averaging around $400 
per ton." 

Natural gas prices are currently 
under $6 per million BTUs — lower 
than usual because of unseasonably 
cool temperatures across much of the 
country. But whether those prices 
remain low heading into fall and 
winter remains to be seen. 

"If this fall and winter are warm, 
like last year, we could see those pro-
jected prices decline," said Roberts. 
"But if its a cold and long winter, 
those prices could climb quickly." 

Roberts said there's almost a direct 
relationship between wholesale fertil-

izer costs and natural gas prices. "And 
because of the volatility of the nat-
ural gas market, its becoming more 
difficult for growers to lock in their 
fertilizer prices with distributors," he 
added. 

High summer and winter energy 
consumption, along with declining 
domestic natural gas inventories and 
limited import suppliers, are just 
some of the factors behind the rise in 
natural gas prices in recent years. 

It seems the trend may continue 
for some time. 

This story was compiled from a news 
release from The Ohio State University. 
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