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1 Your Guide to
Greens Gare

Superintendent
Gone Architect

Kris Spence is trying to make a name for
himself as a golf course designer.

By Shane Sharp

Upgrades Enhance
Operation

New software and controller technology
helps superintendents manage irrigation

more effectively.
By Peter Blais

A Second Life

New owners are trying to put the fun
back into a Phoenix golf course beset by
a series of setbacks when known as the
Thunderbirds Golf Club.

By Rebecca Larsen

Golfdom May 2004

SPECIAL SECTION: THE PUTTING SURFACE

Grass Roots
-
Campaign
SPECIAL SECTION: THE PUTTING SURFACE
Golfdom reports on matters from maintaining

root mass in greens to the importance of
verticutting,

l,



36 The Root of the Matter

You can't stop root loss from occurring, but you
can control it so greens can make it through the
summer unscathed.

By Larry Aylward

42 Take Charge of Your Topdressing

Don't just use the same material because ‘you've
always done it that way.” Some analysis and
understanding of your goals will help you make
the best choice.

By Frank H. Andorka Jr.

46 The Value of Verticutting

Given the benefits of cleaning up your greens, the

only question to ask if you're not ‘pruning’ your
greens is, “Why not?’
By Frank H. Andorka Jr.

Real-Life Solutions

92 30 Much for Scalping

Superintendent, former assistant invent “collar pipe”

to correct common maintenance headache.
By Mark Leslie

cover story

We know you can't
read enough about
taking care of your
course’s greens, so
here’s our annual
section on maintaining

the putting surface.

About the cover
lllustrator Bonnie Hofkin of Larkspur,
Calif,, created our Grass Roots cover.
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Trends
This month, Golfdoms practical
research digest for turf managers
reports on research that defines
dead spot more clearly. See pages
S7-75. <





