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Is the golf industry taking the threat seriously? 
The greens at the Pines Country Club were a disturbing sight. 

They had been mashed with baseball bats and gashed with shov-

els. The greens were badly scarred with deep, jagged craters. 

Large and small chunks of earth, the remains of the damaged 

turf, were strewn about. MikeTenEyck, general manager of the 



Pines in Valley, Neb., was shaken when he first saw the defaced 

greens on the July morning in 2001. He was astonished when he 

found out who was responsible for the $5,000 in destruction. 

Members of the Earth Liberation Front or ELF, an international 

underground eco-terrorist group, caused the damage. 

ELF, which has cells of people who act 
independently throughout the United States, 
says its goal is to inflict damage on those prof-
iting from the destruction and exploitation of 
the natural environment. ELF and related rad-
ical groups view golf course maintenance, 
whether it's applying herbicides or applying 
fertilizer, as ruinous to the environment. 

Pines Country Club was one of four 
Omaha, Neb.-area golf courses struck by ELF 
in the summer of2001. The group's members 
also dug up those courses' greens and sprayed-
painted buildings and walks. Before the inci-
dents, TenEyck had never heard of ELF, and 
he couldn't understand why the group's mem-
bers attacked a course like Pines, which is lo-
cated in rural Nebraska. 

If anything, ELF's Nebraska attacks prove 
that no golf course is safe from the threat of 
eco-terrorism. It proves that such violence 
doesn't just occur in heavily populated areas 
or golf meccas such as Florida. It can happen 
anywhere. 

An important question arises from the 
Nebraska attacks. Is the golf industry — from 
superintendents to seed scientists — taking 
the threat of eco-terrorism seriously? If not, 
should industry personnel be more concerned 

about the dangers posed by special-interest 
groups such as ELF? And what can golf courses 
do, if anything, to stop the threat? 

Barry Clausen, a Redding, Calif.-based 
expert on eco-terrorism and author of two 
books on the subject, says groups like ELF 
have stepped up their attacks on golf courses 
in the past few years. "They view golf courses 
as infringing on Mother Earth," he says. 

Clausen, who says there are eco-terrorist 
groups in every state, can't give an exact num-
ber of attacks on golf courses in the past few 
years, but he says there have been many. He 
says some courses don't report the attacks be-
cause they don't want to publicize them. He 
also says some victimized golf courses might 
not realize that eco-terrorist groups did the 
damage. 

It's not just golf courses that the extremist 
groups are targeting. In June 2000, a group 
named the Anarchist Golfing Association 
(AGA) struck Turf-Seed's testing research farm 
in Hubbard, Ore., and caused nearly 
$500,000 worth of damage. AGA attacked 
Turf-Seed because it believed the seed com-
pany was growing genetically engineered grass. 
In May 2001, ELF torched the University of 
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of golfers. "It was very hateful," says Crystal Rose-
Fricker, Turf-Seed s president, of the attack. 

Having had a business that was a victim of 
an eco-terrorist group, Rose-Fricker says its easy 
to think that the golf industry should take the 
radical groups and their threats more seriously. 

But superintendents are not overly con-
cerned about eco-terrorist groups, according 
to a recent Golfdom survey of 159 profession-
als. Only about 7 percent say they are "defi-
nitely concerned" about eco-terrorism on their 
golf courses, and about 21 percent say they are 
"mildly concerned." 

Seventy-two percent of superintendents say 
they haven't given the threat of eco-terrorism 
much thought. 

That's understandable. After all, superin-
tendents have enough to worry about when it 
comes to maintaining their courses and keep-
ing players content. 

"Should we be concerned? Yes," says Tim 
Hiers, certified superintendent of The Old 
Collier Golf Club in Naples, Fla. "Should it 
be at the top of our concern list? Probably not." 

One thing is for sure: The tragic events of 
Sept. 11 made people in the golf industry 
realize that no one is immune from terrorism, 
even if it's inflicted by domestic special-
interest groups. 

"Since Sept. 11, more people are aware of 
it," Rose-Fricker says. "They talk about it more 
and realize that it can happen." 

Tony Lasher, certified superintendent of The 
Resort at the Mountain in Welches, Ore., lives 
in an area where environmental groups are com-
mon and concerned about the effects of golf 
course maintenance on the land and water. 
While most of the groups aren't radical, Lasher 
believes there's still a threat of eco-terrorism. 

"The industry is changing, and we have to 
be careful of these groups," Lasher says. 
"Things are probably going to get a lot worse 
before they get better." 

Jeff Bollig, communications director for 
the GCSAA, says the association has presented 
a few education sessions on eco-terrorism and 
offers an information pack to superintendents 
on the subject. 

"Eco-terrorism is not top of mind with our 
members," Bollig says. "But our members 
know their golf courses can be targets of van-
dalism and destruction, and that the destruc-

Continued on page 32 

The Earth Liberation Front 
left its mark on this snack 
shop located on the Pines 
Country Club. 
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Washington's Center for Urban Horticulture 
because it claimed a UW geneticist was 
"unleashing mutant genes into the environ-
ment that cause irreversible harm to forest 
ecosystems." 

How much of a threat? 
When members of the AGA struck Turf-Seed, 
its members stormed across 70 acres of the 
company's property and inflicted damage. 
They destroyed grasses that were being devel-
oped for salt and drought tolerance, and dam-
aged two greenhouses. They also defaced prop-
erty with graffiti. 

Eerily, the group left behind golf balls with 
the initials AGA on them, and small figurines 

ELF at a Glance 
The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) is one of the nation's most notorious 
eco-terrorist groups. ELF has no official leadership and membership. In-
dividuals who are part of ELF operate by themselves or in cells. ELF 
brags that is has carried out terrorist acts resulting in $100 million in 
damages. 

The group's guidelines are: 
• To inflict economic damage on those profiting from the destruction and 
exploitation of the natural environment. 
• To reveal and educate the public on the atrocities committed against the 
earth and all species that populate it. 

• To take all necessary precautions against harming any animal, human 
and nonhuman. 



Eco-Terrorism and Golf 

lege students. The students, who were arrested 
by police shortly after committing their crimes, 
said they learned about ELF from the Inter-
net. That's typical for such groups, which are 
loosely organized and secretive. 

"I don't understand what the group's view-
point is," TenEyck says of ELF. "Because if 
its members are protecting the environment, 
why are they tearing up grass and using 
spray paint? I find it hard to believe they're 
environmentalists." 

Eco-terrorists have been described as "deep 
ecologists" who have a reverence for nature that 
is spiritual. They claim they're not violent and 
wouldn't kill anyone. But law officials fear it's 
only a matter of time before the groups do com-
mit murder, intended or not, through their de-
structive acts. (ELF, contacted through its Web 
site, would not comment for this story.) 

Clausen says the typical profile of an eco-
terrorist is a young person in his or her 20s 
who has had family problems or drug prob-
lems and is a social misfit. "They're anarchists, 
and they want to stop industrialized tech-
nology," he adds. 

Newer group members are often brain-
washed by veteran members, says Clausen, 
who spent a year as an infiltrator with the eco-
terrorist group Earth First! and penned the 
book, Walking on the Edge, to detail his 
experience. 

The danger presented by eco-terrorists 
should not be underestimated. On its Web 
site, ELF takes pride in its acts of destruction. 
Members of the group, formed in England in 
the early 1990s, claimed responsibility for the 
$50 million fire that destroyed an unfinished 
five-story condominium complex last sum-
mer in San Diego. 

"There is such a thing as good and evil, and 
these people are evil," Hiers says. "Tell me how 
you distinguish between them and the terror-
ists that do other things? They're not exactly 
the same, but they're close to being from the 
same page." 

Interestingly, the eco-terrorists loathe the 
comparison to international terrorists, such as 
members of A1 Qaeda, Clausen says. In fact, 
domestic eco-terrorism declined after Sept. 11, 
Clausen adds, because ELF and other groups 
did not want to share headlines with inter-
national terrorists. 
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"The industry is 

changing, and we 

have to be careful 

of these groups." 
TONY LASHER, 

SUPERINTENDENT 

THE RESORT AT THE MOUNTAIN 
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tion could come from anyone — from thrill 
seekers to people who are anti-golf or anti-golf 
course management." 

With an increased focus on biotechnology 
in the industry, some wonder if such inven-
tions as genetically engineered turf will per-
suade eco-terrorists to increase their attacks on 
the golf industry. Bayer CropScience, parent 
company of Bayer Environmental Science, 
recently said it sees the greatest opportunity 
for growth in the plant biotechnology segment. 
The Scotts Co. has many superintendents talk-
ing about the potential of its new Roundup 
Ready creeping bentgrass, a genetically engi-
neered turf that's resistant to Roundup. 

Lisa Dry, communications director for the 
Biotech Industry Organization, a trade associ-
ation in Washington, D.C., says it's unlikely 
that increased use of biotechnology in the golf 
industry will spur more attacks because eco-ter-
rorists have already made up their minds that 
they dislike golf and turf anyway. "I can't imag-
ine it would have any impact on increasing their 
lack of support [for the industry]," she says. 

Anarchists or ecologists? 
Just who are the people in eco-terrorist groups? 
Would they go so far as to torch a maintenance 
facility on a golf course? Would they care if 
people were inside a maintenance facility when 
they torched it? 

The people who wrecked Pines Country 
Club and the other Nebraska courses were col-

Uneasy About Eco-Terrorism? 
In a recent online survey, Golfdom asked 
superintendents if they are concerned 
about eco-terrorism committed by 
radical environmental groups at 
their golf courses? 

* BASED ON 159 R E S P O N S E S 
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If anything, ELPs attack on 
four Nebraska golf courses, 
including the Pines Country 
Club pictured below, prove 
that no course is safe from the 
threat of eco-terrorism. 

Continued from page 32 
Fueled by emotion 
Why not simply educate the eco-terrorists that 
golf is not in the business of profiting from the 
destruction and exploitation of the natural 
environment? And why not enlighten the eco-
terrorists that many superintendents are envi-
ronmentally sound in their approaches to golf 
course maintenance? 

That would be fine ... if the eco-terrorists 
would listen. 

Superintendents and others would like to 
educate the groups, but they believe the 
groups' views are so entrenched that they can't 
be changed. They're difficult to educate be-
cause their beliefs are fueled by emotion, 
Lasher says. 

After Turf-Seed was hit by the AGA, Rose-
Fricker says she responded to an e-mail from the 
group — a message insisting that grass was an 
invasive weed and taking over the planet — and 
offered to explain the benefits of grass as well 
as the role of Turf-Seed to make grass even bet-
ter for the environment. 

"We asked them to come in and meet with 
us so we could explain what we were doing 
and educate them about the research we were 
doing," Rose-Fricker says. "We told them 
we wouldn't press any charges. Of course, they 
didn't respond." 

Still, Rose-Fricker contends it's important 
for the golf industry to market and promote 
the value of grass — that is important to con-

trol erosion, that it gives off oxygen, that it 
provides food to animals — to help educate 
all environmental groups that the golf indus-
try is not the ecological foe they think. 

"A lot of people don't realize how valuable 
grass is to the environment," Rose-Fricker says, 
adding that some special-interest groups 
believe that grass is only a chemical dump-
ing ground. 

One reason that eco-terrorists are anti-golf 
is because they view the game as a rich person's 
game. The golf industry has battled that stereo-
type for years. 

If eco-terrorists did their homework, they 
would realize that golf is not just for the 
wealthy, TenEyck and Hiers say. Both point 
out that the number of public golf courses 
(11,501, according to a recent National Golf 
Foundation report) far outweighs the number 
of private clubs (4,326, according to NGF). 
TenEyck and Hiers contend that golf is a game 
for the masses. 

" [Eco-terrorists] should do a little more 
research before they start destroying other 
people's property," TenEyck says. 

Hiers also points out that golf events raise 
millions of dollars for environmental causes. 
But Hiers is convinced that eco-terrorists don't 
want to hear anything good about golf. 

"I don't think we should waste one calo-
rie of time on these people because the facts 
don't matter to them," he says. 
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It wasn't eco-terrorism, 
but Ron Furlong, superin-
tendent of Avalon Golf 
Club in Bellingham, 
Wash., recalls the night 
his course was vandal-
ized by teenagers. See "A 
Close Encounter With 
Vandalism" on page 38. 

Continued from page 34 
Says Clausen: "They're anarchists. It doesn't 

mat ter wha t you say or do. It's no t going to 
change their minds." 

Measures can be taken to prevent possible 
attacks or to maintain the damage that could 
come from attacks. It's simply a matter of going 
on the defensive and taking precautions to pro-
tect assets. For example, Turf-Seed has strength-
ened security a round its facility since it was 
attacked with more fencing, mot ion sensors, 
cameras and lights, Rose-Fricker says. 

Tha t doesn't mean that golf courses need to 
build 15-foot walls or barbed-wire fences around 
their properties to keep terrorists out, Bollig 
says. It does mean that superintendents and oth-
ers should be diligent in their management ap-
proach, he adds. That means properly securing 
chemicals and keeping equ ipment stored in 
areas that are safe f rom potential vandalism. 

If courses can af ford it, they m i g h t hire 
security guards to oversee their properties at 

night. But Clausen says courses should hire 
experienced professionals, no t Barney Fife-
types who don't know what they're doing. 

Clausen also says superintendents and their 
crew members should be more aware of what's 
going on around them, especially occurrences 
that are out of the ordinary. 

"Make sure employees carry something as 
trivial as pencils and note pads wi th them," 
Clausen says. "So if someone sees a vehicle that 
looks suspicious . . . he can write down the ve-
hicle's license plate number just in case." 

T h e Pines C o u n t r y C l u b had been van-
dalized before the ELF attack — kids stealing 
golf cars and riding them on greens — but the 
damage was minimal in comparison. TenEyck 
believes kids will vandalize the course before 
it's ever defaced by eco-terrorists again. 

But he won't consider ELF's attack on the 
Pines an aberration. 

"I can't say that this happening again is not 
in the back of m y mind," he says. • 

The FBI and Eco-Terrorism 
Editor's note: In February 2002, James F. Jarboe, the domestic terrorism section chief for 
the FBI's Counterterrorism Division, testified before the House Resources Committee 
Subcommittee on Forests and Forest Health on the threat of eco-terrorism. Here are 
excerpts from his testimony: 

ism as the most dangerous domestic ter-
rorist threat to the country. During the past 
several years, special-interest extremism, 
as characterized by the Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) and the Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF), has emerged as a serious terrorist 
threat Generally, extremist groups engage 
in much activity that is protected by consti-
tutional guarantees of free speech and 
assembly. Law enforcement becomes 
involved when the volatile talk of these 
groups transgresses into unlawful action. 
The FBI estimates that the A L F / E L F have 
committed more than 6 0 0 criminal acts in 
the United States since 1996, resulting in 
damages in excess of $ 4 3 million. 

Special-interest terrorism differs from 
traditional right-wing and left-wing terror-
ism in that extremist special interest groups 
seek to resolve specific issues, rather than 
effect widespread political change. Special-
interest extremists continue to conduct 
acts of politically motivated violence to 
force segments of society, including the 

The FBI divides the terrorist threat 
facing the United States into two 
broad categories, international and 
domestic. International terrorism 
involves violent acts or acts dan-
gerous to human life that are a 

violation of the criminal laws of the United 
States or any state, or that would be a crim-
inal violation if committed within the juris-
diction of the United States or any state. 
Domestic terrorism is the unlawful use, or 
threatened use, of violence by a group or in-
dividual based and operating entirely within 
the United States (or its territories) without 
foreign direction, committed against persons 
or property to intimidate or coerce a gov-
ernment, the civilian population, or any seg-
ment thereof, in furtherance of political or 
social objectives. 

During the past decade we have wit-
nessed dramatic changes in the nature of 
the terrorist threat. In the 1990s, right-
wing extremism overtook left-wing terror-

general public, to change attitudes about 
issues considered important to their 
causes. These groups occupy the extreme 
fringes of animal rights, pro-life, environ-
mental, anti-nuclear, and other movements. 
Some special-interest extremists - most 
notably within the animal rights and envi-
ronmental movements - have turned in-
creasingly toward vandalism and terrorist 
activity in attempts to further their causes. 

The ELF advocates "monkeywrench-
ing," a euphemism for acts of sabotage and 
property destruction against industries and 
other entities perceived to be damaging to 
the natural environment. "Monkeywrench-
ing" includes tree spiking, arson, sabotage 
of logging or construction equipment, and 
other types of property destruction. 

The FBI has developed a strong 
response to the threats posed by domestic 
and international terrorism. Between fiscal 
years 1993 and 2003, the number of spe-
cial agents dedicated to the FBI's coun-
terterrorism programs grew by about 
2 2 4 percent to 1,669 - nearly 16 percent 
of all FBI special agents. The FBI and our 
law enforcement partners have made a 
number of arrests of individuals alleged to 
have perpetrated acts of eco-terrorism. 
Several of these individuals have been 
successfully prosecuted. 




