
Local Heroes 
Because of them, our industry is a better place. 

Y a m a h a a n d Golfdom are partnering 
t o p a y tribute to s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s a r o u n d 
t h e nation w h o s e r v e their profession 
as v o l u n t e e r leaders o f local c h a p t e r 
associations. P l e a s e join us in t h a n k i n g 
t h e s e "local heroes." 

YAMAHA 
TOUGHER THAN GOLF. S O L U T I O N S , I D E A S & O P I N I O N S 

Kevin Downing 
Certified Superintendent, 
Willoughby Golf Club, Stuart, Fla. 
Long-time USGA Green Section 
Research Committee 
When 19-year-old intern Kevin 
Downing attended his first golf 
course superintendents association 
chapter meeting in 1974, he re-
ceived a foretaste of the profession he would be joining. 

On the two-hour drive to the meeting, he listened to two super-
intendents in the car exchange ideas. "I thought 'What a wonderful 
profession that everyone helps out each other;" Downing says. 

Taking his elder colleagues' lead, Kevin has been heavily in-
volved in volunteer work ever since. In the late 1970s, he worked 
his way through the chairs of the Palm Beach GCSA culminating 
in its presidency Then he served on the board of the Florida 
GCSA serving as president in 1982. He has served on the 
USGA Green Section Research Committee for more than 15 
years; been chairman of the Florida GCSA (FGCSA) Research 
Committee for more than a dozen years; was the FGCSA's dele-
gate or alternate to the national Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America (GCSAA) for a number of years; has 
served on various Florida Turfgrass Association committees over 
the years; and is a board member of the Treasure Coast GCSA 
whose Education Committee he chairs. 

Thomas Werner 
Certified Superintendent, 
Ridgewood Country Club, Waco, Texas 
Past president of Lone Star GCSA, 
North Texas GCSA and Texas 
Turfgrass Association 
Riding on inspiration from his first 
golf course boss, Tom Werner has 
planted a large volunteer footprint 
for anyone who wants to follow. 

"I saw this guy [Gary Luscombe, at the former El Dorado 
Golf Club in Houston] totally immersed in the field and doing a 
lot with almost no money. That inspired me," Werner says. 

Werner has worked on the boards of directors and served in 
all the offices of the Lone Star GCSA, North Texas GCSA and 
Texas Turfgrass Association (TTA). He was president of the 
Lone Star in 1991, North Texas in 1993 and TTA in 1999. At 
one point, he was on the boards of all three organizations. He 
also served on the board of the South Texas GCSA in 1986, 
when he worked at Tour 18 in Flower Mound. 

"Giving back is a thankless job, but you take the attitude that 
you're making a difference," says the 1980 Texas A&M gradu-
ate. "It's a close-knit organization, and a lot of guys can't afford 
to go to the national conference. Whatever information you can 
share with them helps." 

D O Y O U K N O W A L O C A L H E R O I N Y O U R C H A P T E R ? 
Send us a note at pjones@advanstar.com and we may feature your hero in an upcoming tribute. 
AT YAMAHA, WE THINK OF OUR VEHICLES AS MUCH MORE THAN A CART. THAT'S WHY WE CALL OUR VEHICLES CARS. THAT'S ALSO WHY WE POUR THE SAME AWARD 
WINNING TECHNOLOGY INTO OUR GOLF CARS AS WE DO OUR PERFORMANCE MOTORCYCLES, WATERCRAFT AND ATV'S. OUR PHILOSPHY IS SIMPLE, BETTER PARTS MAKE 

BETTER CARS. WHAT DOES THAT MEAN TO YOU? PLAIN AND SIMPLE, WHEN YOU PURCHASE OR LEASE A YAMAHA 
GOLF CAR, NOT ONLY DO YOU GET A CAR WITH THE LOWEST MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS IN THE INDUSTRY, BUT 
YOU ALSO GET PEACE OF MIND WITH YAMAHA'S INDUSTRY LEADING AVAILABLE 5 YEAR WARRANTY. 

YAMAHA 
TOUGHER THAN GOLF. 

For more information, contact us at: 866-747-4027 or visit us on the web at: www.yamahagolfcar.com. 
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