
How Long Have You 
Been in the Industry? 
IT H A S B E E N A L O N G T I M E I F Y O U R E M E M B E R 
W H E N T H E P A L M S P R I N G S D E S E R T W A S D E S E R T E D 

Q U E L A N T - K « 

if Craig F. Zellers 
You k n o w you 've been in t h e go l f indust ry 
t o o long if you r e m e m b e r w h e n : 

• Rol lers w e r e 
s o m e t h i n g you r w i f e 
w o r e in her hair at 
n i g h t 

• The go l f pro actual ly gave lessons. 

• The re w e r e no D O G s - tha t is, d i rec tors 
of golf . 

• You w e r e m a d at t h e p roduce rs o f t h e 
mov ie Caddyshack. 

• M i c ro feed ing w a s a lousy litt le mea l you 
g o t in t h e f o o d l ine dur ing t h e Grea t 
Depress ion . 

• T h e G C S A A "chat room" w a s a ren ted 
hote l at t h e nat ional c o n f e r e n c e w h e r e 
eve ryone c h e w e d t h e f a t 

• You and t h e rest o f t h e supe r i n tenden ts 
w o r e b r o w n po lyester le isure sui ts t o t h e 
annua l meet ing . 

• You w e r e a round t o w a t c h t h e con t rac to r 
install asbes tos or galvanized i r r igat ion lines. 

• "L igh twe igh t " m o w e r s m e a n t a m o w e r tha t 
j u s t cou ldn ' t hand le t h e job. 

• You p lan ted t h e seed l ings tha t are n o w t h e 
8 0 - f o o t t r ee tha t is be ing removed f r o m near 
t h e green. 

• "S low re lease" m e a n t t ha t it t o o k a long 
t i m e to g e t ou t o f jail. 

• Sa les representa t ives didn' t have cel l 
p h o n e s and beepers . 

• You used to lie a w a k e at n igh t a n d w o n d e r 
if t h e n igh t w a t e r m a n m a d e it t o w o r k 

• You used to lie a w a k e at n igh t a n d w o n d e r 
if t h e n igh t w a t e r m a n w a s s leep ing. 

• E i senhower w a s " the go l f i ng president." 

• T h e Pa lm Spr ings dese r t w a s deser ted . 

• G r o w t h regu la tor w a s an exper imen ta l 

d r u g tha t f i rs t fa i led w h e n g iven to 
K a r e e m Abdu l - Jabbar . 

• You can' t speci f ica l ly r e m e m b e r w h e n 
t h e y o u n g supe r i n tenden ts s ta r ted cal l ing 
y o u "sir" 

• You w e r e t h e f i rst t o d iscover w h e r e to 
g e t t h e coo l car ry ing bags at t h e nat ional 
show. 

• You had "g reenkeeper " pr in ted o n you r 
bus iness card. 

• Seas ide ben tg rass w a s t h e really ho t tur f 
fo r g reens. 

• You r e m e m b e r w h e n Payne S t e w a r t 
wasn ' t t h e only o n e w h o w o r e kn ickers . 

• H o r s e p o w e r w a s really ho rse -powered . 

• You t h o u g h t ch i cken m a n u r e as a fert i l izer 
sme l led good. 

• You used t o hand le mercu ry w i t h o u t 
pro tect ive c lo th ing. 

• You k n e w w h a t 
mercu ry was. 

• You used to 
g e t quo tes over 
t h e p h o n e ( w h e r e 
e lse w o u l d y o u g e t 
them?) . 

• S h o t g u n t o u r n a m e n t s 
w e r e s ta r ted w i th real 
sho tguns . 

• "Amer ican Gol f " w a s s o m e t h i n g 
tha t 
f o re ign tour is ts really l ooked f o r w a r d to. 

• T h e t imes you to ld you r cadd ie to br ing 
you t h e nibl ick or mashie. 

• You w a t c h e d B e n H o g a n w in at Riviera CC. 

• A n d lastly, you k n o w you 've been a round 
t o o long if y o u r e m e m b e r be ing at t h e f i rst 
super in tenden ts ' conven t ion in Ch icago . 
Heck , you 've been a round t o o long if you 
w e n t t o any of t h e conven t ions in Ch icago. 

Craig F. Zellers is a Toro irrigation sales 
representative for Turf Star Distribution. 
He was previously a certified superinten-
dent for nine years. 
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