






Real-Life Solutions 
• I IMPROVING THE TEE AREA 

Sprucing 
You'll be surprised what 
you can do without 
breaking the bank 

i ¥ PETER B L A I S 

The tee area is an 
opportunity for 
a golf course to 
make 18 first 
impressions. 

With a little time, effort and 
a minimal amount of money, 
superintendents can make 
those initial impressions a 
round full of good ones. 

Many of the materials 
and most of the labor 
needed to improve tee areas 
can be supplied by the 
course. For example, rather 
than purchase tee markers, 
Gari Scherting uses 
mesquite branches, which 
are cut to size and painted 
the appropriate tee color on 

Challenge 
You don't have a lot of 
money to invest, but your 
tees need a slight facelift. In 
order to spruce them up, 
you need to be creative with 
dollars and your thinking. 

Solution 
There's a lot you can do that 
costs little or even no 
money. For instance, cutting 
down on "scatter" on a tee 
will make it more appealing 
visually. You can also buy 
new tee markers and use 
other inexpensive gadgets. 

Up Tees on a Bargain Budget 

the ends. "We cut new 
branches and redo those 
markers when we overseed 
every year," says the super-
intendent at the 45-hole 
Palm Valley GC in 
Goodyear, Ariz. 

Buck Workman, super-
intendent at Cateechee GC 
in Hartwell, Ga., makes tee 
markers by sawing off pieces 
of fence post 10 inches 
long, mitered on each side 
and painted on the ends. 

"They are very inexpen-
sive," Workman says. "You 
can buy one fence post for 
$3 and get seven to eight tee 
markers out of it." 

On his par-62, Hale 
Irwin-designed Short 
Course, Scherting saves 
money by overseeding just 
the tops of the tee areas in 
the fall rather than over-
seeding all of the walk-ups 
and approaches to the tees. 
"It gives us a nice look in 
the winter and leaves less 
grass to maintain," says 
Scherting, who estimates his 

you can make sort of an 
oasis that is convenient to 
both walkers and riders," 
Garske suggests. "Its a nice 
approach rather than having 
things scattered all over the 
place. You'd be using the 
same equipment you already 
have. The only added ex-
pense would be clearing the 
spot and putting down some 
rock and a planter. A better-
organized space also cuts 
down on mowing and the 
need to move equipment." 

Workman places brick 
paving stones 
around the bot-
tom of ball 
washers and tee 

signs. 
"The brick 

work adds a tad of 
detail without over-

doing it," he says. "I 
would compare it to 

yvhitewalls on tires. It 
adds a little something, 

but not too much. Its easy 
to install. You just go out 

Continued on page 78 

savings at $5,000 in labor 
and another $200 in seed 
during the fall and winter 
months. 

Organizing tees is one of 
the main things superinten-
dents can do to give them a 
better look, says Par Aide 
Products President Steve 
Garske, who recommends 
finding a place near the tee 
where the trash can, ball 
washer and bench can be 
placed together. A rock base 
underneath these items pro-
vides an area for water and 
soap drippings 
to disappear 
rather than sit-
ting on the 
ground, he says, 
noting that adding 
a planter or two will 
provide some color. 

"Put them in a 
central place where 

Broken tee caddies are 
becoming more popular, 
particularly on par-3 
holes. 






