Off The Fringe
Standardizing Sprig Measurement Not Easy

DIFFICULTY IS COMING UP WITH A PRACTICAL WAY OF DOING IT good,” said Jim Lyles, vice president of

irrigation with Austin, Texas-based

ByPeterBlais = == @« =0zZ0 @B 3 i «  course builder Golf Works. “If
£ someone is bidding based on a
peaking at a recent Alabama U.S. bushel, his bid process will be
STurfgrass Conference, archi- three times as high as someone
tect John LaFoy said the golf else’s. So he might bid $300,000

industry needs to change the way
bermudagrass sprigs are ordered
and measured to ensure that new
golf courses and renovations are

on a job while someone else bids
$100,000. The guy with the lower
bid will probably get the job. But
whether he bid what the owner

built correctly. Wi FE AT - "2 and architect wanted is the ques-
“There is no standardized measure- liveries on the U.S. bushel, also com-  tion. If you want to have accurate bids
ment,” lamented the former American  monly called a Georgia bushel, which ~ and be able to compare apples to ap-
Society of Golf Course Architects measures 1.24 cubic feet. But some ples, that's why you need standards.”
president. “In the South, you order areas of the South Central United Agreeing on whether to make the
600 bushels per acre. But you have no  States make deliveries based on the so-  U.S., Georgia, Texas or some other
idea how many sprigs are [actually] called Texas bushel, which measures measurement the dimensional standard
going down.” closer to 0.4 cubic feet, roughly a third ~ would probably be easier than solving
Why? Two reasons. of the size of the standard U.S. bushel.  the second problem — for example,
First is the definition of a bushel. “From the golf course contractor’s  how bushels of sprigs are packaged.
Most turfgrass growers base their de- position, standardization would be “When you use the old bushel bas-
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SURFSIDE PELLETS are 99% active-surfactant,
you get more wetting agent for the buck!
The grass plant enjoys the PELLET BLEND in the
worst of climatic conditions... soils and thatch need help in
handling water. The PELLETS “Turn syringing into an art form”.
The PELLETS may even prompt you to relax and put your feet up...
a rare event when Tournament Conditions are becoming an everyday
event. (6-oz Pellet/30 per case)

SURFSIDE JUMBO PELLETS ARE AVAILABLE TO FIT IN EXISTING

IRRIGATION UNITS: 56-0z, 5 JUMBOS/CASE
And don’t forget SURFSIDE 37 wetting agent. NO BLEND CHANGE IN OVER
25 YEARS! Much ado about the “New Chemistry” but the grass plant ultimately
decides the issue... if you find a better product... Use it!

Call or Fax for ~ 1-800-401-0411  Fax: 215-836-2418 ZAP! Defoamer,30% Active
Literature and Pricing woNTco PRODUCTS CORP. BOX 404 AMBLER, PA 19002 Eliminate Foam in Spray Tank
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ket and you use beans, wheat or some-
thing like that, you get a consistent
level,” said John Foster, president of
West Coast Turf, based in Palm Desert,
Calif. “But when you put something in

know what the best way would be, but
standardization would be good,” said
the turf manager at the Hartwell, Ga.,
course. “In the construction process, it

would be helpful.”

“I'm not optimistic about the in-
dustry developing a different measur-
ing standard,” Foster said. “It’s been
talked about for years. You just do the
best job you can and hope people real-

as fluffy as a stolon [bermudagrass
sprig], it depends on how much the

material is compressed.”

Given the many variables in devel-  ize the importance of quality.”

oping a standard, the difficulty is com-
ing up with a practical way of doing it.

Blais is a free-lance writer from Maine.

Some growers have packing stan-
dards that call for filling a bag and
shaking it twice, Foster noted.

“That seems difficult and bizarre to
me, to measure something by two
shakes of a bag,” he said. “Other peo-
ple might shove it down and puta lot
more compression so they get more
stolons in there.”

Whether sprigs are washed or
cleaned of dirt before delivery can af-
fect how many can be packed in a
bushel. The type of bermudagrass also
determines the number of bermuda-
grass stolons per bushel.

“For example, Tifeagle tends to be
clumpier once it’s harvested than Tif-
dwarf,” said John Holmes, a salesman
for Southern Turf Nurseries of Elberta,
Ala. “A bushel of Tifeagle would have
fewer live sprigs than a bushel of Tif-
dwarf because it’s clumpier. That’s the
type of difficulty you encounter in stan-
dardizing. You might get everyone to
agree that a certain volume is the stan-
dard. But it boils down to how many
live plants you have in that bushel.”

Most agree with Cateechee GC su-
perintendent Buck Workman. “I don't

“CUTS LOW, STRIPES NICE AND
CLEANS UP LIKE A CHARM.”

Introducing the I-STRIPE™ 22.

“Our course’s practice tee is about
10,000 square feet, and it's important to
keep it looking clean. We mow it with
our |-Stripe 22 on a daily basis. It’s got
an adjustable blade that swings right
down to a nice, low half-an-inch...
looks great on the practice tee. It cleans
up my practice tee like a charm—picks
up every divot, every broken tee and
deposits them in a collection bag. And
the rear roller lets it clean and stripe
all in one shot. When I'm done with
the practice tee, | use it to stripe the
clubhouse lawns, t0o.”

Bill Larson, CGCS
Town & Country Club, St. Paul, MN

SGD Golf, a Medina, Ohio-based
product and supply company spe-
cializing in the golf course, minia-
ture golf and driving range markets,

* Kk ok
says it has perfected the world-fa-
mous 1960s smiley face by adding
dimples to it. Yes, the company is
distributing golf balls in a variety of
colors that feature the distinguish-
able smiley face.

Fore heaven'’s sake!

SINCE 1919

Visit us at GCSAA!
Booth #4046

www.nationalmower.com

Call 888.907.3463 to arrange your demo today.
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