






agreed on the need to eradicate as many 
problem areas as possible, which meant 
the connection of the fairway laterals to 
the 4-inch mainlines. 

Normally the pipes would be coupled 
by threaded ends and glued, but Greytok 
and Leibold wanted that procedure elim-
inated. At the 2002 GCSAA Conference 
and Show, the two visited the Leemco 
booth to discuss the possibility of alter-
nate means of connection. The Colton, 
Calif.-based company designed a gas-
keted coupler specifically for Winged 
Foot. Greytok said the customized pieces 
should eliminate many of the leaks re-
sulting from the common way of con-
nection between mainlines and laterals. 

There are other new procedures 
Winged Foot is implementing: 

• The grounding procedure is also 
slightly different. Rather than con-
front the rocky terrain with a combi-
nation of grounding rods and ground-
ing plates, Winged Foot s controllers 

will rely solely on grounding plates for 
protection. Granger said he's not 
aware of any other layouts installing 
new irrigation systems that have opted 
for just grounding plates. 

• Other work going on below ground 
has helped to increase the output of the 
three wells that feed the lone irrigation 
pond. Winged Foot also purchases water 
from the town of Mamaroneck. 

• Because the three wells were pro-
ducing only about 325 gallons a 
minute, something needed to be done 
to increase output. Granger suggested, 
"hydrofracturing," a procedure in 
which water is forced under high pres-
sure down into the existing well in an 
effort to break open or widen the cracks 
in the rock through which water flows 
into the wells. The Winged Foot wells 
now produce 710 gallons per minute. 

• Installation of a Rain Bird Cirrus 
central control system with the new 
Rain Bird PAR+ ES satellites. Each 

Rain Bird PAR+ ES satellite can han-
dle up to 72 stations. Winged Foot 
will be the first complete system 
installed with the new Rain Bird 
PAR+ ES satellites. 

Unbelievably, the irrigation project 
was not the only work being done on 
the courses. On the same day Leibold 
began digging, Winged Foot began the 
last phase of its fairway bunker renova-
tion project to be completed early this 
year. Also, an outside firm began deep-
tine aeration of the entire clubs greens. 

As if the irrigation upgrade wasn't 
enough excitement for Greytok, early 
in the project he married his girlfriend 
Kelly Gray, who's the secretary for golf 
course maintenance department. 

"Without her support and under-
standing, life would be a lot tougher," 
Greytok says. • 

Pioppi is a free-lance writerfrom 
Middletown, Conn. 
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