Out of Bounds

Ml SOMETHING COMPLETELY DIFFERENT

hen humans
willingly pay
cash for the
opportunity
to e-mail a

lousy picture
taken with a wireless phone to an equally
lousy, tiny screen on a similar phone,
one can safely speculate that the holiday
shopping season has officially begun.

Even though retailers seem to staple
up their tinsel and tie their garland on
Labor Day, we still hold to grandma’s
schedule, so we don' start shopping for
Christmas until this month. With that
in mind, here’s our latest guide to some
excellent gizmos to please the spouse,
kids and yourself.

m TiVo ($349.95-$399.95, with a subscrip-
tion of $12.95 a month) — We constantly
hear superintendents complain that their
work prohibits them from keeping up
with their daytime soaps. Thank good-
ness, then, for TiVo, arguably the best
use of technology in the history of the
idiot box. Now you can record shows at
the touch of a button, pause live televi-
sion and watch the referee’s blown call
again and again with litle effort.

Over the last year, several friends
hyperbolically gushed that the TiVo
had changed their lives. I investigated
and determined their claims were not
exaggerated. Owning the TiVo (and
paying the monthly fee for the on-
screen programming guide) is akin to
retaining a personal assistant in your
television that knows and anticipates

iI-tech toys

THESE HIGH-TECH HOLIDAY GIFTS WILL ENTERTAIN YOU AND YOUR

FAMILY FOR YEARS TO COME = v

your tastes and tendencies. The TiVo
is basically a digital VCR, but stores
up to 80 hours of programming, easily
hooks to all your other electronic gad-
gets and allows you to watch television
smarter and faster.

® X-Box ($199) and PlayStation2 ($199)
— No longer the sole province of
kids, home video game systems re-
main the holiday gift most likely to
keep on giving. While dads and
moms may find all those buttons to
be light years away from the simplistic
elegance of Pong, an hour with a
game like “Bust-A-Move” will leave
parents telling the little ones, “Hang
on. Hang on. I'm not to level 27 yet.”

The price of the two units dropped
by $100 earlier this fall, and while the

graphics may be a smidgen better on
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the X-Box, Playstation2 has more titles.
Superintendents will either laugh or re-
coil in horror at the X-Box title “Out-
law Golf” ($49.95), a links game which
allows you to wrap your driver around
the heads of hecklers, your caddy or fel-
low golfers. It's not for the faint of
heart, but it’s extremely entertaining.

® Garmin Street Pilot 111 ($999) or GPS V
($499) — Although expensive, these
wonders will ensure that you never get
lost, nor have to rely on your child’s
map reading abilities. Unlike many
Global Positioning Satellite car naviga-
tion devices, the StreetPilot is
portable, which gives you flexibility.
The StreetPilot features a color screen
and a voice tells you when to turn. Al-
though not as snazzy, the GPS V is a
bit more rugged, easily converting to a
hand-held unit for all things outdoors.
While I find it frightening when GPS
enthusiasts talk of giving every nook
and cranny of the world an address,
these gizmos certainly eliminate the
holiday travel headaches of the direc-
tionally challenged.

Mark Luce, who begs his grandmother to
get him something OTHER than blue
socks this year, is a free-lance writer based

in Kansas City, Mo.

GOLFDOM, Volume 58, No. 11, (ISSN 1626-4270) is published monthly by Advanstar Com-
munications Inc., 131 W First St., Duluth, MN 55802-2065. Subscription rates: One year

$30 (U.S. and possessions), $49 (Canada and Mexico) and $78 (all other countries). Air expe-

dited service is available in countries outside the U.S. and Canada for an additional $45 per
year. Current issue single copies (prepaid only) $5 (U.S. and possessions), $7 (Canada and
Mexico) and $8 (all other countries). Back issues (if available, prepaid only) $10 (U.S. and
possessions), $14 (Canada and Mexico) and $18 (all other countries); add $6 per order ship-

ping and handling for both current and back issue purchases. Periodicals postage
@ paid at Duluth MN 55806 and additional mailing offices,

POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to GOLFDOM, 131 W 1st St,
Duluth, MN 55802-2065. Canadian G.S.T. Number: R-124213133, Publications

Golfdom November 2002

Mail Agreement number 1436694. Printed in the U.S.A.

Copyright (c)2002 by Advanstar Communications, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this pub-
lication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechani-
cal, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system, without
permission in writing from the publisher, Authorization to photocopy items for internal or per-
sonal use, or the internal or personal use of specific clients,, is granted by Advanstar Commu-
nications for libraries and other users registered with the Copyright Clearance Center, 222
Rosewood Dr., Danvers, MA 01923, phone 978-750-8400, fax 978-750-4470. Call for copy-
ing beyond that permitted by Sections 107 or 108 of the U.S. Copyright Law. For those not
registered with the CCC, send permission request in writing to Advanstar Marketing Services,
Attn: Permissions, 7500 Old Oak Blvd., Cleveland, OH 44130 or fax to 440-891-2740.

XBOX





