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Stable Environment 
Slow-release fertilizer 

helps maintain 

healthy turf on a 

high-traffic course 

BY M I C H A E L K A R D E L I S 

•aintaining 
a top-
notch golf 
course 

•while being 
kind to the environment is 
tough enough. When you 
throw in high traffic, its 
enough to give a superinten-
dent a migraine. 

Memorial Park GC in 
Houston handles 70,000 
rounds per year, almost dou-
ble the national average for 
18-hole municipal courses. 
Superintendent Jason Harsh 
had to devise a creative fertil-
izer strategy to handle the 
volume of golfers, remain 
environmentally friendly 

Fertilization creativity is a 
must for a course that 
handles 200 to 300 rounds 
per day, as Memorial Park 
CC in Houston does. 

and provide his turf with 
proper nutrition. 

"Providing an enjoyable 
and environmentally 
friendly course is sometimes 
difficult with a course that 
handles this many rounds of 
golf," Harsh says. "But it can 
be done." 

The problem 
Harsh served as assistant su-
perintendent at Memorial 
Park for one year before tak-
ing over as superintendent in 
June 1997. The grounds 
crew had been struggling 
with growing and maintain-
ing turf amid almost con-
stant play. "Few people have 

Memorial Park superintendent 
Jason Harsh says it's a plus 
that stabilized nitrogen doesn't 
depend on soil microbes to 
break it down. 

nutritional needs of the 
turf while working around 
the golfers. 

"Its a big challenge to 
produce quality turf," 
Harsh says. "As most super-

been exposed to the problem 
of accomplishing any main-
tenance on a golf course that 
sees 250 to 300 rounds each 
day," Harsh says. 

Heavy tournament 
schedules and adverse 
weather tacked on addi-
tional complications. 
Harsh faced a challenge to 
create a fertilization pro-
gram that would meet the 

« 

Problem 
A h i g h v o l u m e of golfers, 
combined with a commitment 
to environmental sensitivity, 
makes creating an adequate 
fertilizer schedule difficult. 

Solution 
Stabi l ized nitrogen fer t i l izers 
provide a source of nitrogen 
that can be applied year-
round once a week to 
provide the turf with proper 
nutrition despite being 
overrun with golfers nearly 
every day. 



intendents know, we have only a lim-
ited time to fertilize." 

With so many pressures on the turf 
program, Memorial Park needed im-
mediate attention. 

The solution 
Targeting year-round color and con-
stant growth as top priorities, Harsh 
looked for a fertilizer with a stabilized-
nitrogen base. 

Stabilized-nitrogen products im-
prove nitrogen efficiency by means of a 
urease inhibitor and a nitrification in-
hibitor. The inhibitors modify soil 
chemistry to extend nitrogen availabil-
ity. Although stabilized-nitrogen prod-
ucts provide all the benefits of slow-re-
lease fertilizers, manufacturing 
economies make them less expensive 
than organic, coated and complex-
chain products, according to A1 Nees, 
vice president of turf and ornamental 
sales for Agrotain International, a com-
pany that manufactures stabilized-ni-
trogen products. Since they function 
like slow-release products, superinten-
dents can make fewer applications 
year-round. 

To meet his needs, Harsh chose 
UMAXX, an Agrotain product that 
combines N (n-Butyl) thiophosphoric 
triamide (NBPT) and dicyandiamide 
(DCD), which are both inhibitors. 
NBPT is a urease inhibitor that stops 
nitrogen volatilization, while DCD 
keeps the nitrogen in its ammoniacal 
form longer, which plants absorb more 
easily. DCD also keeps the nitrogen in 
the soil longer and prevents leaching 
and denitrification. 

The product doesn't rely on outside 
agents like water or heat to release its 
nutrients. Instead, it works in tandem 
with nature to keep nitrogen in a usable 
form longer in the root zone. As a re-
sult, Harsh can apply less fertilizer. 

Harsh uses both granular and liq-
uid applications of stabilized nitrogen 
to fertilize his course. Because so 
many rounds are played at Memorial 

Continued on page 88 

Take out Dollar Spot 
with Curalan EG. 

Seeing spots? Curalan EG erases Dollar Spot and other eyesores better 
than any other fungicide today. A single application gives 
you up to 28 days of protection — almost four times longer than other 
treatments. Which means greater value. And definitely fewer spots. To 
find the distributor nearest you, log on to our Web site. 

Top Pro Specialties 
topprospecialties. com 

Curalan is a registered trademark of BASF Corporation. 

With lakes on the course, Memorial Park has 
to pay close attention to the environmental 
impact of its fertilizer. 



"Maintaining dense, uniform grass is our No. 1 b^JJ^YECREEK 
goal, but I try not to stop there," says Bart GOLF CLUB 
Miller. "The 'elite turf appearance I strive for ,iamsvi,,e>MD 

requires a darker green, vibrant turf color," Bart adds, "and 
applying Ferromec® AC Liquid Iron is the easiest, surest and 
safest way I know of for getting it." 
Another thing the Whiskey Creek superintendent likes about 
fine-tuning his turf color with Ferromec AC: This liquid iron 
promotes no significant topgrowth. "It avoids problems like 
you see when plants are all pumped up from too much N," 
Bart explains. 
The combination of sulfur, iron and urea in Ferromec AC is 
remarkably fast acting. "I can send the sprayer out this 
morning and be looking at visibly darker grass tomorrow — 

maybe even today!," Miller said. 
In actual practice, much of his liquid 
iron is applied in tank-mixtures . . . 
because Ferromec AC is compatible 
with so many other materials sprayed 
at Whiskey Creek. When a sprayer 
heads onto the course there's a pretty 
good chance it has some Ferromec AC 
in the tank. 
See the Ferromec AC d i f fe rence 
yourself. 

Continued from page 87 
Park each day, he has only one day per 
week to complete the entire process. 

"I can put down a stabilized-nitro-
gen fertilizer anytime of the year, and it 
doesn't need to be watered in right 
away. It isn't dependent on soil microbes 
to break it down. That's a plus." 

As committed as he is to meeting the 
challenges of healthy turf, Harsh be-
lieves passionately in environmental 
friendliness. He is an active member of 
the Audubon Signature Program, which 
promotes wildlife conservation and 
habitat enhancement. He's proud of the 
biodiversity on his course, so the re-
duced leaching properties of stabilized 
nitrogen also appeal to him. 

"Our course provides a place for 
wildlife to live and players to enjoy 
rounds of golf, while still being environ-
mentally friendly," Harsh said. "The 
consistency of the products that I use 
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Questions? Let's Talk 
1-800-821-7925 

w w w . p b i g o r d o n . c o m 

Always read and follow label directions. 

An Employee-Owned Company 
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The author of this articley Mike Kardelis, 
is a public relations writer for Nelson 
Schmidt, a Milwaukee-based advertising 
and public relations firm. He can be 
reached at mkardelis@n-s.com. 

and involvement from management 
help keep my course in the best envi-
ronmental condition possible." 

Harsh is proud of the professional 
appearance at his course, and he believes 
stabilized nitrogen helps create it. Con-
tinuing to uphold the top-notch look of 
the course with environmentally oriented 
practices will always be a top priority. • 

http://www.pbigordon.com
mailto:mkardelis@n-s.com



