Real-Life Solutions

Il TURF DISEASE CONTROL

New ‘Strobie’ Tests Well

Insignia ‘will undoubtedly
become a strong
component in an
integrated disease-
management program,’
Penn State professor says

here’s a new
fungicide
coming to
town. BASF
Professional
Turf expects the Environ-
mental Protection Agency
to soon register and approve
Insignia fungicide, a new
strobilurin broad-spectrum
fungicide. BASF says re-
search on Insignia shows it
will effectively control at

least 15 major pathogens.
Pyraclostrobin, the active
ingredient contained in In-
signia, is the third strobil-
urin to come to the market.
Others are azoxystrobin
(Syngenta’s Heritage) and

Problem

Got brown patch, gray leaf
spot, anthracnose, Pythium
blight or bentgrass dead
spot?

You might want to try
Insignia, a new strobilurin
broad-spectrum fungicide,
as soon as it's registered
and approved by EPA.

ARG e

trifloxystrobin (Bayer’s
Compass). Strobilurins fea-
ture low use rates and
longer application intervals.

“Control of a wide range
of turfgrass diseases caused
by fungi from various classes
is a major strength of pyra-
clostrobin,” Wakar Uddin,
assistant professor of plant
pathology at Penn State
University, wrote in a recent
issue of TiurfGrass Trends.
“The extraordinary broad-
spectrum nature of this new
strobilurin will undoubtedly
become a strong component
in an integrated disease-
management program when
the product becomes avail-
able to the market.”

BASF and university re-
searchers have been testing
Insignia since 1996. Re-

Gray leaf spot, whose symptoms include leaf lesions
with a tan center and an outer margin of brown, has
devastated many golf course fairways in the
Midwest, Southeast and North. Superintendents are
banking on Insignia to help control it.

s ”

search on the product indi-
cates excellent performance
across several turfgrass dis-
eases, including brown
patch, gray leaf spot, an-
thracnose and Pythium
blight, BASF states.

Henry C. Wetzel III,
BASF’s biology project
leader of fungicides and ne-
maticides, says he’s excited
about Insignia because it
will be the first “strobie”
with “proven efficacy”
against bentgrass dead spot,
a turf disease that seems to
be more severe on newly
established greens under
4 years old.

“Bentgrass dead spot is a
new emerging disease in
golf turf,” Wetzel says of the
disease, whose initial symp-
toms appear as small red-

dish spots about 1 to 2 cen-
timeters in diameter. “We're
seeing it more when golf
greens are constructed. So if
we have a fungicide with
strong biological activity on
bentgrass dead spot, we
would feel much better
about the use of Insignia on
newly constructed golf
greens.”

Several superintendents
tested Insignia on their
courses last summer, includ-
ing Bob Zuercher, certified
superintendent of the Black-
moor GC in Myrtle Beach,
S.C. Zuercher, who says
brown patch is a regular turf
disease in the area, sprayed
Insignia on July 10, Aug. 3
and Aug. 24 on four Tifd-

warf bermudagrass greens.
Continued on page 68
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Continued from page 67
Insignia applications were made in strips
with a check plot for comparison.

“Any place we used Insignia, we
didn’t have the disease,” Zuercher says.
“There was a noticeable difference in
the spray area vs. the check-plot area.”

Zuercher uses Primo plant growth
regulator on his greens. He suspects
there’s a brown patch strain that’s at-
tracted to heavily managed greens.

“You can see it in the underlayer
and the thatch,” Zuercher says. “I
think Insignia will clean it up. It might
be a good match with Primo.”

Another strong feature of Insignia
is that research shows it can suppress
dollar spot.

Steve Potter, certified superinten-
dent of Woodholme CC in Pikesville,
Md., was impressed with Insignia’s ac-
tivity against dollar spot on a bentgrass

Another strong
feature of Insignia

is that research
shows it can
suppress dollar spot.

fairway. He made several test applica-
tions to the fairway, cut to seven-six-
teenths of an inch.

“The dollar spot came right to the
line and quit,” Potter says. “I know it
was the Insignia working. I got about
about 90 percent control.”

Potter also set up trials in his

roughs for gray leaf spot, but the dis-

ease did not hit hard last year so the
trials were not conclusive. Potter says
he'll use Insignia again this year, either
as an experiment or part of his regular
fungicide maintenance program.

Wetzel suggests superintendents
work Insignia in as part of a rotation
program with other non-strobilurin
fungicides to treat dollar spot.

“If you're in an area that doesn’t
have significant dollar spot pressure,
you'll get control,” Wetzel says. “But if
you're located from the northern edge
of the transition zone to further north
where dollar spot is a big problem,
you'll get significant pressure of the
disease , but you won't be able to
control it.” m

Golfdom Editor Larry Aylward con-
tributed to this story. He can be reached
at laylward@advanstar.com

than a g

ts happier

ducts, you’can mak

perform\just!like irain Maten

g rain.:Now with Agua Aid,
yourJirrigation water
¢ '

A ! : A
rnihiow AquatAid'siulliline/ofwetting agents

Gall 800394156511 forimore)info.

68  Golfdom April 2002

CIRCLE NO. 135

surfactants®and hutrientsicanhelp. voutpractice

/.

Get the latest e-newsletter
covering the golf course industry
delivered to your desktop—

BROUGHT TO
YOU BY:

Growing

<
Growing Trends is designed for you:
Stay on top of national and world events with news

and updates brought to you by leading industry experts
and writers.

Take advantage of special BASF product offers to
enhance your golf course business.

Check out upcoming events where you can meet and
network with other industry professionals.

Get the information you're looking for quickly and
easily in our completely searchable editorial archives.

Sign up for your own Growing Trends e-newsletter today!
It's fast and easy.
Just log onto www. GrowingTrendsGolf.com.
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