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Tough Choice 
Paul H a m m a n s , certified acting superintendent for T h e R i m C l u b in 
P a y s o n , Ariz., s a y s the decision about which half of the split f a i r w a y to 
play is the hardest decision golfers h a v e to m a k e o n the course's 
5th hole. 

T h e 328-yard par 4 presents m y r i a d opt ions. If players hit their tee 
s h o t s left of the trees and natural grasses, they h a v e a shorter route to 
the g r e e n but h a v e to c o n t e n d w i t h a n a r r o w e r f a i r w a y and a pond. T o the 
right, they must c o n t e n d w i t h big b u n k e r s and a l o n g e r route t o the hole, 
but the s e c o n d s h o t is easier. 

"You're not g o i n g to pull o u t y o u r driver o n this h o l e b e c a u s e it's not 
o v e r l y long," H a m m a n s says. " W h e n I play, I pull out m y three w o o d and 
hit it to t h e right." 

H a m m a n s s a y s t h e h o l e is fairly e a s y t o maintain. T h e c o u r s e u s e s a 
s u l p h u r burner t o k e e p the p o n d clean a n d the b u n k e r s n e e d to b e 
t r i m m e d . But there a r e t h e elk. 

" T h e y s u r e l ike t o party at 
night," H a m m a n s s a y s . "They'll 
s t a n d in t h e b u n k e r a n d eat t h e 
tall g r a s s a l o n g t h e e d g e s , a n d 
t h e y l e a v e their d r o p p i n g s 
e v e r y w h e r e . " 

Golfdom's Hole of the M o n t h is presented in 
partnership w i t h : 
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