ithout a proper
pump station, even
the best irrigation
system in the world
won't fulfill your
needs. With all the different pump sta-
tion options facing superintendents,
however, the choice can be confusing,

Superintendents must ask the right
questions to determine which station
will best fit their needs, says Willie
Slingerland, new product sales man-
ager for Dallas-based Flowtronex/PSI.
Many superintendents often look
solely at the bottom line — and that’s a
mistake, he says.

Don’t necessarily go with the lowest bidder
By Frank H. Andorka Jr., Managing Editor

“Though important, the
number on the bottom line
can be deceiving and
vary widely from
manufacturer to
manufacturer,” Slinger-
land says. “Each company does things a

little differently, and these differences can

play a major role in the final price. Its up
to the buyer to ask the right questions.”

Don't necessarily purchase your
pump station from the lowest bidder,
Slingerland says.

“If the superintendent merely puts
out a Request For Proposal (RFP) that
talks about required gallons per minute

and pressure per
square inch without specific system de-
tails, the resulting bids will vary dramati-
cally,” Slingerland says. “Selecting the
lowest bidder under those circumstances
almost guarantees the station purchased
will not match the station the superin-
tendent had in mind.”

Continued on page 44

Save Big.

Hire a Professional Irrigation Consultant

Independent irrigation consultants can help you save water,
energy and money by applying their knowledge and experience
to the efficient and effective design of irrigation systems.

Find out how much by contacting a member of the

American Society of Irrigation Consultants.

American Society of
Imgation Consultants
221 NORTH LASALLE ST.
CHICAGO, IL 60601
312.372.7090

FAX: 312.372.6160
WWW.ASIC.ORG
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Once you've determined your price
range, you must decide on which type of
pump will work the best for your course,
says Jim Simonini, market development
manager for Norcross, Ga.-based Syn-
chroFlo. There are primarily two types of
pumps on the market today — end suc-
tion or vertical turbine. Simonini says
most superintendents today choose ver-
tical turbines.

“Turbines are more efficient,” he
adds. “You'll save money on water and
on energy.”

Superintendents should also exam-
ine the pump station housing and in-
ternal parts, Slingerland says. They
should be skeptical if they haven't heard
of the brand names of the pumps, mo-
tors, drives and starters in a prospective
pump station.

“To ensure a long-lived pump sys-
tem, make sure the components are all
from well-known companies,” Slinger-
land says. “Have the manufacturer sub-
mit in writing what products will be

used on its station. If the manufacturer
isnt willing to do that, be concerned.”
Your pump station should have a suf-
ficient cooling system to avoid overheat-
ing the pump and shorting it out, says
Bryan Adams, SynchroFlo's project

“TO ENSURE A LONG-LIVED PUMP SYSTEM,
MAKE SURE THE COMPONENTS ARE ALL

FROM WELL-KNOWN COMPANIES.”
~Willie Slingerland, Flowtronex/PS|

manager. What some superintendents
forget is that the cooling system must
run even when the pump station is not.

“That’s a crucial point that is poorly
understood,” Adams says. “On hot days,
even if you're not running the system,
you can fry out an electrical system from
the heat of the sun. You want cool air
blowing across the front of the electrical
system and not the back.”

Simonini says lightning protection
packages are also important.

“We've all heard countless stories of

superintendents whose pump stations
were destroyed by lightning during a
thunderstorm,” Simonini says. “The
only way to protect yourself from suffer-
ing the same fate is to purchase a
grounding package.”

Such packages usually cost between
$200 and $300, he added.

Superintendents should make sure
that components are easy to access for
service, Adams says. “You don’t want
everything packed in there so tightly
that you can't reach all the parts,”
Adams says.

Slingerland says superintendents
should pay attention to the warranty of-
fered by pump station manufacturers be-
cause the last hassle you need is a broken
pump station with no quick way to fix
it, he adds.

“The actual value of a warranty is
determined by what is included and
by how the manufacturer handles
claims,” Slingerland says. “A product is
often only as good as the service that
backs it up.” m
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