Business

briefs

Dow Ag purhases Rohm and Haas’
ag chemical business

Dow AgroSciences LLC, a subsidiary of the
Dow Chemical Co, has purchased Rohm
and Haas' agricultural chemicals business,
including working capital, for about $1 billion.

As a result of the merger, Indianapolis-
based Dow AgroSciences will acquire Rohm
and Haas' fungicides, insecticides, herbicides
and other product lines, trademarks and li-
cense to all agricultural uses of its biotech-
nology assets.

“The decision to sell our agricultural
chemicals business was a difficult one, espe-
cially considering the long history with our
company; said Raj Gupta, chairman and
CEOQ of Philadelphia-based Rohm and Haas.
‘However, as we continue to reshape our
portfolio for the future, it has become in-
creasingly evident that the agricultural chem-
icals business will flourish more as a part of
a global firm with a stronger presence serv-
ing the agricultural markets”

Adventis to spin off CropScience
France-based Adventis says it will spin off
Aventis CropScience, the company's Re-
search Triangle Park, N.C-based agrochem-
icals unit. A report says the offshoot will ei-
ther be sold or maintained as a new
company.

Simplot gains rights

for Polyon technology

Boise, Idaho-based JR. Simplot Co's Turf

and Horticulture group and Sylacauga, Ala-

based Pursell Technologies have reached an

agreement to allow Simplot to utilize Polyon

Pro, Pursell's controlled-release fertilizer. The

agreement secures exclusive marketing

rights to Polyon technology for use in Sim-
Briefs continue on page 16
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NEWS WITH A HOOK

By Larry Aylward, Editor

tep into the
world of
shoemaker
Richard
Maltby. You
might be surprised at
some of the things he’s
thinking when the topic
turns to golf shoes.

Golfdom recently talked
with Maltby, technical di-
rector for Florsheim Golf,
at the PGA Show in Or-
lando. Maltby; a shoe-
maker for more than 30
years, says he’s skeptical that alternative
spikes became popular because they’re
gentle on golf course greens.

“The reason alternative spikes be-
came popular is because steel spikes
were tearing up clubhouse carpeting,”
Maltby insists. “I have a suspicion that
the golf course is being used to justify
the beautification of the clubhouse.”

Maltby admits that superinten-
dents, who welcomed alternative
spikes, won't be happy to hear that he
doesn't design golf shoes specifically to
be golf course friendly. “My object is
to design a shoe that sells,” he says.

Maltby says most golfers have litte
idea of the strategy involved in a shoe’s
design. Golfers aren’t going to look at
shoes if they're not visually attractive.

Maltby designs some shoes in rela-
tion to the dynamics of a typical swing,
The shoes are designed to help keep a
golfer’s body stable . Of course, a golfer
may not realize that.

Roger Maltby is surrounded by his shoes in
the Florsheim Golf booth at the PGA Show.

“

Maltby says most golfers will
glance at a shoe’s bottom. If it appears
“technical” and the golfer utters the
word “cool” while studying it, Maltby
says the golfer is probably satisfied.

Despite Maltby’s intent to design
shoes to sell, he’s conscious that super-
intendents are under pressure to keep
their courses in near-immaculate con-
dition — and he wants to help them.

“I would never make a shoe that
would rip up the course,” Maltby says.
“And if I can make a shoe that’s course-
friendly and salable, then I've won.”

Interestingly, Maltby says he has
never heard from superintendents who
are concerned about shoes tearing up
turf. But he’s all ears. “I'd be happy to
hear some input from them,” he says.

So, superintendents, the shoe is on
the other foot. You can contact Maltby

at mobitech@juno.com.


mailto:mobitech@juno.com

Try These Golf Flicks

By Andrew Penner

hiny cars, flashing lights, $10,000 gowns and Tom

S, Hanks. It was the Academy Awards — Hollywood’s
Bous biggest night of the year, held last month. With all due
respect to Hollywood’s honchos, however, I believe golf
movies don't get their acclaim. But this will change with the
release of these new Oscar-deserving golf films:

In the chick-flick category, films include:

I Hope It Floats— Sandra Bullock stars in this drama about a
young lady who is forced to deal with adversity when she con-
tinually hits her golf balls into water hazards.

Fried Egg Lies— You'll be reaching for the tissue in this one as
an elderly lady golfer touches the life of an unhappy hacker
housewife. By using stories of her past problems with buried
lies and penalty strokes, the housewife is healed.

Driving Big Bertha— Jessica Tandy and Morgan Freeman star
in this beautiful story of how an elderly woman lives her life
largely unaware of just how much her Big Bertha driver is
helping her emotionally troubled life.

In the drama category, films include:

Apollo 18 — Hanks and Pete Dye star in this sci-fi drama that
depicts NASA's stunning decision to send golf course architect
Dye (played by himself) to Mars to design 18 championship
holes of golf.

One Flew Over the Maintenance Shed — Jack Nicholson stars
in this gut-wrenching tale of a complete hacker’s quest to stay
sane while being tormented by the female superintendent.
The Shank Redemption— Tim Robbins and Freeman learn
that together they can overcome the shanks and live life filled
with freedom and joy amidst good shot making,

In the horror category, films include:

I Know What You Shot Last Summer— Several young female
stars appear in this sordid tale of how a university student
records a horrific round of 117 with a 12 handicap.

QQuotable

“Tiger Woods is many things — a
magnificent champion, the most famous

face in sports, the world’s greatest golfer —
but this is what he’s not. He’s not an
athlete. Golfers aren’t athletes. They have a
skill, like bowlers, fishermen, brain
surgeons and seamstresses. To be an

Should golf enter the lofty realm of the
Olympic games along with other
favorites such as hog calling and
pudding wrestling?

No:
Confused by the question: 4%

What type of competition would you
like to see? (of those who answered
“yes” ahove)

Individual match play: 62%

Team play: 43%

Individual stroke play: 34°

Senior division (Age 50+

Long drive contest: 22%

How do you think the field for an Olympic
tournament should be determined?

5 players per country qualify: 57%

Top 150 world-ranked players: 14%

Invitation system similiar to U.S. Open: 1
Worldwide qualifying with no country limits: 11
No clue: 4%

Pick me and my buddies: 0%

SOURGE: NATIONAL GOLF FOUNDATION; ILLUSTRATION: DAN BEEDY

Nightmare at Elm Street Golf Club— Freddy Krueger seeks re-
venge when his regular golf partner ditches him for the club
president’s daughter.

Penner is a free-lance writer from Calgary, Alberta.

athlete, one must jump, run or catch or at
least move. Golfers? They even need their
bags carried for them.”

— Dan LeBatard, Miami Herald columnist

“It's easy to lose your good employees
because you're concentrating on your bad
ones. You can’t do that in today’s labor
market.”

— Bernie Erven, proféssor of agribusiness management,
The Ohio State University
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Play 18, Peruse the At

8o view fine art, most people
think they have to go to an art
museum. If you told them

they could check out Van Gogh or Pi-

casso at the links, they would label you
dumb and dumber.

But art and golf do mix, at least in
Aurora, Colo., where Murphy Creek
and Saddle Rock golf courses boast
some of the best art in the city, thanks
to the Art in Public Places Commis-
sion. The commission, established in
1994, is composed of Aurora citizens
who develop policies and procedures
for selecting and maintaining art for
the city. Murphy Creek and Saddle
Rock belong to the municipality.

The first major project the commis-
sion undertook was at Saddle Rock.
There, arriving golfers are greeted by a
bronze sculpture called A Change in
Rules, which depicts Native Americans
playing a game of Shinny Ball. Several
paintings and mixed-media pieces are
in the Saddle Rock clubhouse.

Other bronze sculptures can be

Scanning the Web

Frank Andorka reviews aggieturf.tamu.edu/golf/gcindex.html
(All sites are preceded by htto:// unless

Briefs continued from page 14

plot fertilizer products marketed to the turf-
grass industry in the majority of the Midwest
and the eastern United States.

Simplot Partners acquires
Evergro’s U.S. division

San Diego-based Simplot Partners has ac-
quired Evergro's U.S. division, Evergro Sales.
Nick Spardy, vice president and general
manager of Simplot Partners, says Evergro's
three U.S. locations (Woodinville, Wash,, Port-
land, Wash,, and Meridian, Idaho) will enable
Simplot to better serve customers in the Pa-
cific Northwest.

In a related matter, Oxnard, Calif-based
Turf Solutions is also now part of Simplot
Partners. Turf Solutions' distribution center
has custom seed-blending capabilities of
more than 50,000 pounds of production daily.

Some of the coolest art in Aurora, Colo.,
including these two statues, can be found
at Murphy Creek CC.

found at the new Murphy Creek GC
next to the clubhouse. Currently, there
are two sculptures, one of Bobby Jones
and the other of Babe Dedrickson Za-
harias. Eventually, arts and golf officials
want to erect six sculptures, depicting a
“mythical foursome” of golfing greats,
a notable caddie and a famous golf
course architect all standing together.

— Jason Stahl

BASF, Scotts sign pact

BASF Corp. and The Scotts Co. announced
they have signed an agreement for Scotts to
begin marketing Cygnus (kresoxim-metyl)
and Sanmite (pyridaben) in the United States.

just starting your first year as a
superintendent.

The gold mines of this site, however, are
its indexes. They all follow a similar pattern:
they include drawings/photographs of the

a great mystery novel, the site unfolds pest and hotlinks to a chart that suggests

otherwise noted)

With this issue’s focus on plant health, |
searched for a site that would give superin-
tendents tools to help them keep their turf
as healthy as possible. | discovered a won-
derful site from Texas A&M University that
may help you do your job more effectively
(and provide proof to the green committee
that you know what you're doing):

aggieturf.tamu.edu/golf/gcindex.html - The
opening page welcomes you to the site
with a simple green background with yel-
low writing on it. On the left-hand side,
there are five categories: layering, fertiliza-
tion, weed index, insect index and disease
index. Don't be fooled by its simplicity: Like

16  Golfdom April 2001

slowly, and its power lies below the surface.

The layering section gives a good re-
fresher course on the causes of layering,
such as black layer and cement layer. It also
outlines the most effective ways of elimi-
nating them.

The fertilization section is also intrigu-
ing. It contains a step-by-step program for
calibrating spreaders and has separate in-
formation on drop and rotary spreaders. It
also has a fertilizer calculator that com-
putes how much fertilizer should be put
down per acre (depending on factors such
as grass type, weather and others), in addi-
tion to a section on how to take a good soil
sample.

It's useful information — whether you've
been in the business for 30 years or are

ways to control them (although the pho-
tographs on the diseases seemed few and
far between). This is timely information de-
livered in an easy-to-grasp format. It will
help superintendents make more accurate
diagnoses of their pest problems.

| chose this site because of its overall
thoroughness. It's one to bookmark and re-
turn to whenever you have a question about
your turfs health.

Golfdom’s associate editor Frank H.
Andorka Jr. compiles Scanning the
Web and wishes he were as healthy as
some of the turf he's seen on golf
courses. You can reach him at fan-
dorka@advanstar.com with future col-
umn suggestions or sites you think he
should visit.
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