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Far Out 

Golf cars equipped 
with cool electronic 
gadgets to track 
yardages and survey 
holes layouts have 
piqued the interest of 
golfers, leading to in-
creased business for 
course owners. 

Continued from page 30 
that charges $75 a round. 

However, the price of a system for turfgrass management depends 
on several variables, including whether it's custom designed, says 
Shawn Phillips, general manager of John Deere Skylinks. 

"It could range anywhere from $100,000 to $300,000 ," he es-
timates. "But as with any technology, I would expect the cost to come 
down." 

A system would be cheaper to implement on the turf manage-
ment side if it was already in place on the golf side because certain 
components of the system, such as a base station, would already be 
purchased and functioning. 

Some wonder if it's possible that a system could falter if satel-
lites malfunction. Experts believe that snafus are rare because a sys-
tem needs only four of the 24 satellites to function. 

"It would be a rare case," says Mark Schmidt, program man-
ager for Deere's SkyLinks. "If it did occur, it would only be for about 
five seconds." • 

176 YARDS TO GREEN CENTER 
155 YARDS TO CLEAR LAKE 
SHALLOW GREEN 

f n e 0 :04 Should 8e On 1st Fairway 
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