
The Trials 
ribulations... 

The 11 th hole green at Valhalla GC in 
Louisville, Ky., is a superintendents night-
mare, with turf so troublesome it can 
make even veterans wake up in a cold, 

wet wilt. Surrounded by air-impeding mounds 
and trees, the two-tiered putting surface on the par 
3 suffers from the dual plagues of summer weather 
in the transition zone — heat and humidity. 

The transition zone is the climatic region run-
ning above and below a line roughly from Wash-
ington, D.C., to Kansas City, Mo., that can be clas-
sified as neither Southern nor Northern. 

Mark Wilson, the superintendent at Valhalla, site 

of next summer's PGA Championship, ticks off 
his 11th green woes in a litany that would impress 
even the staunchest golf course hypochondriac: 

• Trees block the morning sun, preventing the 
bentgrass from drying out naturally. 

• The air movement is impeded, allowing mois-
ture to linger like a wet blanket. 

• Golfers all exit, like a herd of buffalo, along 
the same trail near the fringe, wearing down that 
side of the green. 

Then there's that steep slope up to the second 
tier with its own set of maintenance problems. "I've 
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of tending turf in the transition zone 
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Superintendent Mark Wilson faces the 
task of managing a goif course located in 
the transition zone, known for its extremes 
of heat and cold and stifling humidity. 








