
If I Only Had a... 
As a bevy of new products 
hits the market, we asked the 
age-old question: What do 
superintendents really want? 
B Y L A R R Y A Y L W A R D , M A N A G I N G E D I T O R 

Dust before Christmas, we asked golf 
course superintendents what visions 
they had dancing around their heads 
for new equipment ideas to help make 
their working lives easier. 

While most superintendents we 
talked to are satisfied with the equip-
ment and products available, some have 
wish lists for items that they need to 

help them with long-standing and irksome problems. 
On a recent unseasonably warm and calm De-

cember day in the Great White North, superinten-
dent Gordon Witteveen thought it was the perfect 
time to fertilize the fairways comprising the Board of 
Trade CC in Woodbridge, Ontario. "But the fertil-
izer wasn't going on worth a damn," Witteveen grum-
bled. "I had nothing but trouble." 

Witteveen blamed his bad day on his fertilizer 
spreader. He wishes, he says, that he owned an effi-
cient-operating spreader — specifically a computer-
ized machine to control the flow and pattern of gran-
ular fertilizer. 

Mark Conner, superintendent of the South Course 
at Firestone CC in Akron, Ohio, says he wishes he 
owned a walk-behind mower that could cut efficiently 

around hard-to-reach spots, including steep banks and 
around bunkers. Conner also wishes for a longer-last-
ing fertilizer. He's not complaining about the brand 
he uses, which spurs grass growth for two to four 
weeks, but he prefers a fertilizer that could stimulate 
six weeks of growth, he says. 

Bob Friend, CGCS, of the Colonial GC in 
Williamsburg, Va., says he wishes he had a heavy-duty 
thatching machine with more power to thatch greens 
progressively. He says he's aware of an Australian ma-
chine that can do the job, but not one that's available 
in the United States. 

Keith Snyder, CGCS, of Great Bear G & CC in 
East Stroudsberg, Pa., says he's impressed with most 
of the products available to make his job easier. But 
Snyder says he can't afford some equipment, such as 
high-tech sprayers that are injected with chemicals to 
make them easier and safer to operate. Snyder's wish 
is that prices would decline on such equipment, but 
he's not hopeful. 

"The golf course market is a small market with a 
small group of companies making equipment," Sny-
der says. "Prices don't come down in niche markets, 
and manufacturers can get what they want." 

Friend also can't afford some equipment, but he 
has learned to invent his own contraptions, such as 
a device to blow air through greens. He recendy welded 
a pipe to a blower and attached the gizmo to a four-
inch drain tile connecting to the greens. He says he 
saved thousands of dollars that it would have cost him 
to purchase a vacuum pump to do the job. 

A bigger problem than the cost of equipment is 
manpower, Snyder maintains. "I have reliable equip-
ment, but I don't have the bodies to operate it." 

Ken Noble, superintendent of Naples, Fla.-based 
Marco Shores CC, says his staff is also short-handed. 
Noble wants a robot-like mower that can be pro-
grammed to cut greens without a human guide. 

"But then we would need a high-tech person to fix 
it," he adds. • 



Mowers Here are a few new items released late in '98 and early '99 that may help superintendents solve some of their woes: 

• The John Deere 2500 Tri-Plex Greens 
Mower's cut quality is enhanced by a cut-
ting unit suspension that carries the 
weight of the lift arms on the traction unit 
and not on the cutting units, according to 
the company. The 22- inch cutting units 
come with 11 -blade reels, 3-mill imeter 
standard bedknives and a smooth front 
roller. An offset-cutt ing unit design pro-
vides a reduced wear traffic pattern on 
the cut area and permits a clear view of 
the cutting. 

John Deere also introduces the 180A 
Walk-Behind Greens Mower, designed 
with a narrower width to better handle se-
vere undulations and contours on diffi-
cul t- to-groom greens. The mower fea-
tures an 11 -blade reel. An external 
differential drive splits power to both trac-
tion rolls to provide straight tracking and 
easy turning, according to the company. 

A Textron Turf Care And Specialty Products offers the Turf-
cat 5 0 0 Series, a line of Jacobsen Turfcat out-front ro-
tary mowers, which feature a variety of engine and 
cutting-deck choices for a range of grounds mainte-
nance tasks. Three of the Turfcat 5 0 0 models feature 
the liquid-cooled Kubota diesel engine. A fourth model 
is powered by a Briggs & Stratton gas engine. 

Each mower features a 12-gal lon fuel tank, and 
an adjustable pedal stop for sett ing a consistent 
t ranspor t /mowing speed. 

New products continue 
on next page 

A The Eastman 
HoverMower has no 
wheels and oper-
ates on a cushion of 
air. It can mow in 
any direction while 
following the con-
tour of the land, ac-
cording to the com-
pany. The mower 
can handle hard-to-
reach slopes, steep 
banks, sand traps, 
retaining walls and 
awkward angles, 
Eastman says. The 
mower will hover 
over water while 
cutting soggy turf. 



Medalist American Turfgrass 
Seed offers Bluemoon 
Kentucky Bluegrass, the 
darkest of any Kentucky 
bluegrass with a rich 
green-leaf color. It fea-
tures a fairway perfor-
mance down to ha l f inch 
heights, according to the 
company. 

Medalist also has 

Seed 
available Caddieshack 
Perennial Ryegrass, 
which is resistant to 
many diseases, the 
company says. It has a 
dark green color and is 
adaptable in the North 
and South. 

The Jacklin Seed Co. offers 
Arabia Turf-Type Tall Fes-
cue, which is endophyte 
enhanced and features 
top-net blotch resis-
tance. It has a dark 
green color and can be 
planted in full sun or 
moderate shade, accord-
ing to the company. 

Jacklin also has 
available TopGun 
Perennial Ryegrass, a 
high-density seed with a 
medium-dark green 
color and medium-f ine 
texture. It features im-
proved brown patch re-
sistance, and has a 
good summer and fall 
density, according to the 
company. 

Vehicles 
• UNI-CAR offers the ACENTE, a single-rider vehi-
cle with automotive styling. A forward center of 
gravity eliminates the lifting that most single rider 
vehicles experience when going uphill, according to 
the company, adding that the A C E N T E also fea-
tures a four-wheel independent suspension that al-
lows for a comfortable ride. 

• Textron Turf Care 
and Specialty 
Products offers its 
new generation of 
Cushman Turf-
Truckster turf work 
vehicles, designed 
to boost perfor-
mance, durability 
and versatility, according to the company. 

The four-wheel Cushman Turf-Truckster has a 
rated capacity up to 2 ,850 pounds, while the three-
wheel model can carry up to 2 ,500 pounds of per-
sonnel and cargo. A longer, 60- inch bed gives the 
new model 3 0 percent more cargo space. 

The Turf-Truckster 6 5 9 features a three-speed 

automatic transmission. Other models have a four-
speed transmission. 

V Club Car introduces the Turf I IXRT to its Carryall 
Line of transportation and utility vehicles. XRT is in-
tended for "extremely rough terrain," including new golf 
course construction, grow-in and other non-golf rough 
terrain applications, the company says. 

The gasoline-powered vehicle features heavy-
duty, all-terrain tires 
and a 6.4-inch ground 
clearance under the 
differential, according 
to the company. Other 
features include inde-
pendent front sus-
pension and four-
wheel brakes. 

Misc. 
Smithco introduces the Spray Star 1000, a l ightweight, maneuverable 
turf sprayer for use on tees, greens and other areas of f ine turf. The 
sprayer offers either computerized or manual spray control systems. 
The machine is powered by a 25-horsepower gasoline engine with 
hydraulic drive to the rear wheels. It also has hydraulic systems for 
steering and braking. 

M Bluebird International offers the HS-15 , a portable hydro-seeder that 
can spread seed at 3 ,000 square feet an hour, according to the com-
pany. The H S - 1 5 is fitting for small- to medium-sized projects. It can 
also be used in f lowerbeds for quick and easy planting. 

Spyker offers two broadcast mulch spreaders. The Model 2 9 6 is a 
100-pound walk behind; the Model 2 9 7 is a 200 -pound pull behind. 
The spreaders broadcast seed, fertilizer and pelleted products. 

Otterbine Barebo offers a new version of Bunker Pumper, which fea-
tures a six horsepower engine and a tr iple-protection, grease-f i l led 

Misc. continues on pg. 69 



• Rain Bird's line of decoders is des igned 
to o f fe r reliable, cost -ef fect ive in-f ield irri-
gat ion control, accord ing t o the company. 
The decoders are compat ib le wi th Rain 
Bird Windows-based central control sys-
t ems and can operate f rom one to six 
valves. Mode l F D - 2 1 0 controls one or t w o 
valves whi le mode l F D - 4 1 0 can run up t o 
t w o valves. Mode l F D - 6 1 0 can op-
erate up t o six valves. ^ 

Other t h a n a t w o - w i r e 

I • • • Irrigation 

Fertilizer 
The Scotts Co. r e in t roduced its l ine o f pro fess iona l 
me thy lene u rea fert i l izers, previously k n o w n as t he 
C o n t e c line. T h r e e con t ro l l ed - re lease fert i l izer 
b rands o f fe r cons i s ten t nutr i t ion re lease w i th f lexi-
ble app l ica t ion rates fo r var ious uses, t h e c o m -
pany says. 

The th ree brands include: 
• Contec, wh ich o f fe rs a high-qual i ty source of 

cont ro l led- re lease ni t rogen, accord ing to the c o m -
pany. The small, un i fo rm part ic le size of Con tec dis-
perses evenly at t he shor tes t g reens heights. 

• H igh Per fo rmance products o f fer a select ion 
wh ich p roduces g reen -up in soil condit ions. The 
sl ightly larger part ic les sizing provides mult ip le uses 
for greens, tees and fairways, t he company says. 

• C o m p l e t e Course products are good nutr ient 
solut ions for tur f areas because of their initial quick 
response, comb ined w i th moderate, contro l led-re-
lease character ist ics, accord ing to the company. 

Growth Products o f fers Starter Plus 8 - 3 2 -
5 wi th 5 0 percent s low release ni trogen, 
a h igh phosphorus solut ion ideal fo r 
newly seeded areas and o ther h igh 
phosphorus appl icat ions, accord ing to 

the company. G row th Products also o f fe rs Al l Sea-
son K ( 8 - 4 - 2 4 ) w i th 5 0 percent s low release nitro-
gen and .25 percent iron, wh ich is fo rmu la ted for 
year - round ferti l ization and provides h igh potass ium 
to n i t rogen ratio for p rob lem tur f areas wh ich re-
quire more potassium. 

Lebanon Turf Products wil l i n t roduce compos i t e g ran -
ulat ion fert i l izers and comb ina t ion p roduc ts in J u n e 
under t h e Coun t ry Club, IsoTek and N X - P r o 
brands. The fert i l izers have h igher n i t rogen activity 
index, part ic le d ispers ion and g ranu le integrity, ac-
cord ing to t he company. M o r e than 9 0 percen t of 
the n i t rogen is re leased into t h e tur f w i th in e igh t to 
12 weeks . 

The company says it measured the Per for -
mance Index N u m b e r ( the scient i f ic measu remen t 
of compos i te techno logy) of t he ferti l izers to prove 
their ef fect iveness. 

The Toro Co. in t roduces 
t he 2 2 0 and 2 1 0 S e -
ries brass valves w i th 
an opera t ing pressure 
of 2 2 0 PSI. The n e w 
E Z R e g pressure regu -
lat ing modu le f i ts to 
t he 2 2 0 Ser ies valves 
and regula tes d o w n to 
f l ows as low as 5 ga l -
lons a minute, acco rd -
ing to t h e company. 

Toro also o f fe rs a 
ser ies of Max i je t m ic ro 
sprays des igned to 
t r ans fo rm Toro 5 7 0 
sys tems into low-vo l -
u m e i r r igat ion systems. 
T h e f l u s h - m o u n t e d 
mic ro -spray nozzle 
adap te rs w i th p ressure 
c o m p e n s a t i n g sc reens 
provide un i f o rm w a t e r 
app l ica t ions over e le -
vat ion changes , ac -
co rd ing t o t h e c o m -
pany. They wil l f i t any 
Toro 5 7 0 Ser ies body, 
sh rub adapter , r iser o r 
ex tende r a n d sit f l ush 
w i th t h e t o p su r face of 
t h e spr inkler, p ro tec t -
ing t h e nozzle f r o m dir t 
and debr is. 

Rogers Innovative Inc. 
o f fe rs its W F 4 5 0 0 , a 
1 5 - f o o t w indfo i l b o o m 
w i th e lectr ic fo ld sys-
tem. It can spray in t he 
w ind w i th virtually no 
dr i f t fo r publ ic c o m f o r t 
and reduced liability 
risk, accord ing to t he 
company. 
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seal tha t prevents wa te r and debr is f r o m c o m i n g 
into con tac t w i th t h e eng ine componen ts . The 
p u m p e r inc ludes a wear - res is tan t propeller. 

Par Aide Products Co. in t roduces a hole cu t ter hand le 
w i th bui l t - in bubb le level t o help wo rke rs d ig 
s t ra ight cups to ensure s t ra ight f lags. 

Lesco Inc. in t roduces Fl ight Control , a b i rd-repel lant 
techno logy des igned to repel 14 spec ies of birds, 
inc luding Canad ian geese, p igeons and seagul ls. 

The Zip Abrasive Co. re in t roduces its Reel Sha rpen -
i n g / B a c k - L a p p i n g C o m p o u n d fo r meta l f in ish ing 
appl icat ions, inc luding ree l -mower sharpen ing. T h e 
produc t fea tures a wa te r -based carrier. 

hookup, t h e decoders don ' t require 
addi t ional power lines, The 

t w o - w i r e commun ica t i on 
provides rea l - t ime f eed -
back of f ie ld operat ion t o 
t h e centra l cont ro l sys-
tem, t h e c o m p a n y says. 




