
Enjoy the Journey 
The scorecards at Trillium Links urge 
players to "Enjoy the Journey." Some sug-
gest that visitors to this mountaintop 
beauty should be warned to "Prepare for 
Adventure." 

Designer Morris Hatalsky carved the 
course from the dense western North Car-
olina forests that still bound the layout. He 
used aerial-topographic maps to get a feel 
for the site before creating at least 20 dif-
ferent potential routings. "Then I walked the 
property a number of times," he said. "You 
have to have some imagination and visual-
ization to carve the routing of what you 
think the golf course can be." 

What he eventually routed was a course 
that followed, rather than changed the ter-
rain. "My philosophy was to design the 
course within the lay of the land and move 
the least amount of dirt," Hatalsky said. 

"Except for a few holes that were de-
signed in sensitive wetland areas where 
we had to move the hole near the side of 
the mountain - the majority of the golf 
course was created without disturbing a 
lot of land." 

That creative design posed some unique 
challenges during grow-in, according to su-
perintendent Eric Shomaker. "We average 
88 inches of rain a year," he said. "That total 
is second only to the Pacific Northwest." 

So, how did they establish turf on the 
side of a mountain in one of the wettest 
spots in the nation? 

"Ninety-five percent of the course was 
seeded," said Shomaker. "Where there 
was seed, we used jute-mesh matting. 
The matting helped hold the seed and soil 
in place. Under these conditions even sod 
will wash away if you don't have some-
thing to help hold it." 

Installing the mesh was labor-intensive. 
At times, more than 30 crew members 
were required to place the 12-foot-wide 





rolls of mesh, each of w h i c h c o v e r e d nearly 
4 5 0 square feet of newly s e e d e d g round . 
Every inch of the fa i rways a n d roughs w a s 
eventual ly covered . 

The shor t g r o w i n g season p o s e d an-
other turf es tab l i shment cha l lenge. "The 
first year, w e had to s t o p seed ing early in 
O c t o b e r b e c a u s e of c o o l temperatures," 
S h o m a k e r sa id. "In the w in te r of 1 9 9 6 , w e 
put d o w n w in te r ryegrass t o he lp prevent 
eros ion. It w a s n ' t unti l t he f irst w e e k of Apr i l 
1 9 9 7 that w e c o u l d star t s e e d i n g again." 

A n d then there w a s El Nino. "Just six 
mon ths be fo re w e w e r e s c h e d u l e d to open , 
w e go t hit w i t h 1 6 inches of rain in 3 6 
hours," sa id Shoemaker . Bu t t hanks to the 
mat t ing a n d an ou t s t and ing d ra inage plan, 
t he faci l i ty o p e n e d on schedu le last year. 
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