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It was a week for records in Boston, as a record 

of exhibitors and superintendents. Keen interest and 
conference and show 

The 44th Annual Golf Course 
Super in tendents Assn. of America 

Internat ional T u r f g r a s s C o n f e r -
ence and Show, held in Boston 

J a n u a r y 7 to 12, produced another 
record showing. 

More than 4,300 superintendents , 
exhibitors, green chai rmen and 

wives braved the sub-zero Boston 
weather to attend the proceedings. 

The conference had an interna-
tional flavor, with over 70 superin-

tendents , club owners and manu-
facturers at tending f rom all over 

the world. Represented were Japan , 
Ge rmany , France, Guam, Canada , 

Switzerland and Spain. 
Al though p rogrammed for golf 

course superintendents, the con-
ference this year was open to 

non-associat ion members , s tudents 
and persons in allied industries. 
The educat ional seminars held 
throughout the week at t racted 

more a t tent ion this year than last; 
some 50 speakers, including out-
s tanding golf course superinten-

dents, research scientists, agrono-
mists and officials of o ther golf 

agencies highlighted a five-day edu-
cat ional p rogram, which provided 

several special clinics. 
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freeze failed to daunt a record attendance 
good selling cl imate punctuated another successful 
by STEPHEN W. BYERS 

as the O c c u p a t i o n a l S a f e t y a n d 
H e a l t h A c t ( O S H A ) ; p e s t i c i d e s ; 
put t ing g r e e n c o n s t r u c t i o n ; c h a n g e s 
in a u t o m a t i c i r r i g a t i o n c o n c e p t s , 
and s u p e r i n t e n d e n t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
b e f o r e , d u r i n g a n d a f t e r 
t o u r n a m e n t s . 

It a p p e a r e d t h a t the k e y n o t e 
s p e a k e r . D r . H a r v e y L . H a h n , 
p a s t o r e m e r i t u s , O t t e r b e i n U n i t e d 
M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h o f D a y t o n , 
O h i o , a r o u s e d less e n t h u s i a s m 
than last y e a r ' s c h o i c e , c o n s u m e r 
a d v o c a t e . R a l p h N a d a r . D r . H a h n ' s 
d e s u l t o r y a d d r e s s w a s i n s p i r a t i o n a l , 
but l a c k e d r e l e v a n c e to the g o l f in-
dustry and g e n e r a l m o o d o f the 
c o n f e r e n c e . H i s best e f f o r t at b e n d -
ing his s p e e c h t o the p u r p o s e o f the 
o c c a s i o n w a s his s t a t e m e n t , t h a t 
" T h e g o l f c o u r s e s o f A m e r i c a h a v e 
been v a l u a b l e in m a i n t a i n i n g the 
m e n t a l s t a b i l i t y o f the A m e r i c a n 
p u b l i c . " 

T h e s e m i n a r s o n C h a n g e s in 
A u t o m a t i c I r r i g a t i o n C o n c e p t s en-
g e n d e r e d the m o s t s u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
interest. J a m e s M . L a t h h a m Jr. dis-
cussed the m a n y f a c t o r s b e a r i n g o n 
w a t e r r e q u i r e m e n t s o f turf , a n d Ed 
S h o e m a k e r , n a t i o n a l sa les m a n a g e r 
o f R a i n Bird M f g . C o r p . , p r e s e n t e d 
the h a z a r d s t o s u c c e s s f u l insta l la-
t ion o f a u t o m a t i c i r r i g a t i o n s y s t e m s 
and posed m e t h o d s o f a v o i d i n g t h e m . 

Dr. J a m e s W a t s o n , v ice p r e s i d e n t 
o f T h e T o r o C o m p a n y . M i n n e a p o -
lis, presented a d i s c u s s i o n o f w h a t 
c o n s t i t u t e s soi l p o l l u t i o n ; the m i n i -
m a l c o n t r i b u t i o n o f g o l f c o u r s e s t o 
this p o l l u t i o n w a s h e a r t e n i n g to at -
t e n d a n t s in l ight o f the recent f l u r r y 
o f c r i t i c i s m in this c o n n e c t i o n . " I n 
the m a i n , " he s a i d , " g o l f c o u r s e s d o 
m o r e g o o d , e c o l o g i c a l l y , t h a n vir-
tua l ly any a s p e c t o f g r o u p a c t i v i t y 
o r r e c r e a t i o n o n e c a n ca l l to m i n d . " 

A n o t h e r well r e c e i v e d p r e s e n t a -
t ion w a s that o f D r . L e o n a r d 
G o l d w a t e r o n the a f f e c t o f the En-
v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n A c t o n g o l f 
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R e c o r d s e m i n a r a t t e n d a n c e 
p r o v e d R o b e r t V . M i t c h e l l , p a s t 
G C S A A p r e s i d e n t , c o r r e c t in his 
p r e d i c t i o n t h a t this y e a r ' s c o n f e r -
e n c e w o u l d be the m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t 
y e t in v iew o f the m a n y d r a s t i c 
c h a n g e s t a k i n g p l a c e in g o l f 
c o u r s e m a i n t e n a n c e . 

A t t e n d a n t s h a d an o p p o r t u n i t y 
to c o m p a r e n o t e s o n such t o p i c s 








