
VANDALISM continued 

au thor ized persons , potent ial van-
dals, r o a m i n g Reeves and to have 
them r emoved . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the 
rule excluding non-players had to 
include c a d d i e s f r o m whose r anks 
come ded ica t ed golfers and d a m n 
few vandals . 

R e e v e s M e m o r i a l , n a m e d f o r 
Will R. Reeves , first d i rec tor of re-
crea t ion for Cincinnat i , who served 
in tha t capac i ty when the agency 
was f o r m e d in 1926 until his dea th 
in 1931, is unique, because it 
s t retches 6,395 ya rds over flat ter-
rain at the end of Lunken A i r p o r t , 
which used to be Cinc inna t i ' s Mun i -
cipal. T h e vast acreage e n c o m p a s s -
ing the a i r p o r t as well as Reeves 
M e m o r i a l precludes fencing. 

Pos s ib ly C i n c i n n a t i ' s m o s t ef-
fec t ive w e a p o n a g a i n s t v a n d a l i s m 
is t h e i r b e g i n n e r s ' s c h o o l p r o -
g r a m . E a c h M a y , new c r o p s of 
golfers a r e in t roduced to the beau-
ties of the Q u e e n Ci ty ' s courses . Ac-
cording t o R o b e r t " R e d " S t r aus s , 
super in tenden t of golf for the Cin-
c i n n a t i R e c r e a t i o n C o m m i s s i o n , 
" T h e school wraps up in a nutshell 
all the bas ic techniques and infor-
ma t ion needed for a good s t a r t in 
the g a m e . " G r o u p i n s t r u c t i o n at 
each course , including one session 
wi th f i l m , is o f f e r e d u n d e r t h e 
w a t c h f u l eye o f t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l . 
A p a c k a g e of six lessons is being 
offered th is y e a r for fees as low as 
$3. The h o u r s are flexible, too . T h e 
involvement of C inc inna t i ' s you th 
in spor t s l ike golf , which could 
evolve into an avoca t ion or a ca-
reer, may be the ci ty 's best de te r ren t 
against f u t u r e vanda l i sm. 

G e o r g e C o s g r o v e , p r o f e s s i o n a l 
at H e a t h e r w o o d G C on L o n g Is-
land, uti l izes a sys temat ic con t ro l 
of p o t e n t i a l v a n d a l i s m . A n y 
youngs te r found on the course who 
doesn ' t be long there is b rough t in 
a n d " b o o k e d . " F i r s t o f f e n s d , a 
warning and a listing of his n a m e 
and address in Cosgrove ' s special 
l e d g e r . S e c o n d t i m e , a p p r e h e n -
s ion and r e t e n t i o n unt i l a p a r e n t 
comes by to c la im his de l inquent 
and aga in on the list. Th i rd o f fense 
and the youngs t e r has run out of 
c h a n c e s . T h e p o l i c e a r e s u m -
moned . It n o w becomes a f o r m a l 
m a t t e r with cha rges covering tres-
passing an d wha tever ac ts of van-
dal ism have been c o m m i t t e d . 

W h i l e p r o t e c t i n g h i s s u p e r b 
execut ive layout by the use of his 
" l i s t , " C o s g r o v e believes a lso in in-
volving y o u t h . 

H e h a s a n o t h e r l i s t — a c a d d i e 
l i s t — t o e n c o u r a g e t e e n a g e r s in to 
b e c o m i n g p a r t of t h e H e a t h e r -
w o o d s c e n e . T h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
m a k e a few dol lars can also lead to 
an app rec i a t i on of a sp lendid golf 
c o u r s e . H e a t h e r w o o d , s u p e r b l y 
o p e r a t e d a s a b u s i n e s s , is a l s o 
v u l n e r a b l e t o v a n d a l i s m . C o s -
grove ' s " b o o k " and his a t t e m p t s to 
involve his you thfu l con t ingen t go 
hand in hand t o w a r d cop ing with 
potent ia l invaders . 

M a n y c o m m u n i t i e s , of c o u r s e , 
h a v e j u n i o r p r o g r a m s g i v i n g p re -
f e r e n t i a l r a t e s t o y o u n g s t e r s . 
S a c r a m e n t o may be u n i q u e in its 
h a n d l i n g of t he y o u n g e r g e n e r a -
t ion. T o assure the p rope r kind of 
i n v o l v e m e n t a n d i n c i d e n t a l l y t o 
insure aga ins t vanda l i sm, T o m m y 
Lo P r e s t i , p r o f e s s i o n a l a n d m a n -
a g e r at H a g g i n O a k s m u n i c i p a l , 
r u n s a s e r i e s of t h r e e e t i q u e t t e 
classes p r io r to issuing j u n i o r ca rds . 

J u n i o r s , aware of g o l f ' s unwri t -
t en ru l e s a b o u t i d e n t i f y i n g o n e ' s 
ball, r a k i n g t raps , f ixing ball m a r k s 
and not dr iving into people , feel no 
r e sen tmen t f rom their e lders . Frus-
t r a t ion at not being accep ted has 
no r o o m in which to bui ld . Hope -
fully, the young go l fe rs h a v e an in-
f l u e n c e on o t h e r y o u n g p e o p l e of 
the S a c r a m e n t o a rea . U l t i m a t e l y , 
p e r h a p s , l e a d i n g to t h e e l i m i n a -
t ion of vanda l i sm . 

T h e r e a re no ready so lu t ions to 
t h e v a n d a l i s m p r o b l e m . T h e ge t -
t o u g h a t t i t u d e is f i n e a n d o f t e n 
necessary . It may solve an imme-
d ia te local p rob l em. It m a y serve 
n o t i c e o n p o t e n t i a l v a n d a l s t h a t 
s t e r n a c t i o n f o l l o w s d e s t r u c t i v e 
behav io r . But it will never end van-
da l i sm ' s devas ta t ion of o u r golf 
cour se facil i t ies. 

I t m a y be n e c e s s a r y t o e n d u r e 
sneak a t t a c k s , p roper ty d a m a g e and 
the humi l i a t i on of being unab le t o 
pu r sue a n d prosecute vanda l s un-
til such t i m e as e n o u g h p o t e n t i a l 
vanda l s a re won over t h r o u g h al-
t e rna t ive , mean ing fu l act ivi t ies . 

U n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e r e a s o n s be-
h i n d v a n d a l i s m a n d o f f e r i n g a l -
t e rna t ives , in the long run, may be 
the only solut ion to this cost ly and 
deeply f r u s t r a t i n g p r o b l e m . • 
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