R{/Qﬁ Minute-Miser

multi-purpose
utility turf vehicle.

Big, soft 650 x 8
turf tires.

Hauling a 3-gang ball picker.

Easily tow up to 250 Ibs. of tools, chemicals,
spikers, trash containers, and other equipment.
Low-cost low-bed utility trailer with big 35" x 66"
bad avalt

ble as optional equip

Saves
the minutes
that

help pay for
e hours!

When it comes to wasted work-time
the Ryan Turf Minute-Miser is a stingy
vehicle... but very generous with the
savings it returns on your investment.
Whatever the grooming responsibili-
ties (golf course, park, plant ground,
cemetery, et al.), you'll find the Minute-
Miser a rugged, quality built mobile
utility tool...no corner-cutting con-
struction. Eliminates ‘‘clock-eating”
walking. Gets you or your workers to
the job without tying up a golf car or
other equipment as a range vehicle.
Features a powerful 8hp engine; cap-
able of doubling as a lightweight
towing vehicle. Responsive accelera-
tion...zips to a safe and smooth
cruising 15 mph. The Ryan Turf Minute-
Miser shrinks your wasted minutes;
stretches them into productive hours.

®

TURF EQUIPMENT

Outboard Marine Corporation
1720 Cushman Drive
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501
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TURF SCHOOLS:

WHAT AND WHY?
When one begins to catalog the turf-
grass conferences held throughout
the country, one develops a suspi-
cion that there is a preponderance of
emphasis on golf turf. This is not so
very surprising, considering that
there has been a lot of influence and
pressure exerted by the United
States Golf Assn., by the Golf
Course Superintendents Assn. and
by state and local superintendent
associations.

This apparent channelization has
been broken in a number of in-
stances. Rhode Island has a day set
aside for general turf. Several states
have sod field days and conferences.
New Jersey separates lawn and es-
tate turf from golf turf. Purdue has
a broad approach to the field of turf.
These are only a few instances.

Now, I wish to talk about turf
schools, which are conducted spe-
cifically for landscapers, nurserymen
who deal in turf, homeowners, com-
mercial people who talk turf to the
homeowner, the estate owner and the
industrial firm that wants beautiful
turf to improve its image. A case
in point is the Southeastern Pennsyl-
vania Turf School, which has com-
pleted its 10th successful year. It
is sponsored jointly by the Pennsyl-
vania State University Extension
Service and the Pennsylvania Turf-
grass Council. The council acts as
treasurer. The committee that plans
and executes the school consists
primarily of county agricultural
agents with a council representative.
Golf course superintendents are not
turned away, but are not specifical-
ly invited. They have their golf-ori-
ented conference at Penn State in
February. Attendance has varied be-
tween 250 and 400.

The success of the Southeastern
School has given rise to the first an-

nual Southwestern Turf School,
which was held in east Pittsburgh
in January. Attendance topped 200,
and the conference was considered
a rousing success. Many are look-
ing forward to 1974. It, too, is spon-
sored by the council and extension.
This writer first participated in
a turf school in 1935 at Haverford
College, Philadelphia. Charles Hal-
lowell, then county agent, developed
it with the help of the Philadelphia
Gardeners Assn. That was the pro-
totype, which was very stimulating
and successful. These turf schools
deserve the utmost consideration
so they can reach the many local
operators who are in contact with
those who want better lawns, parks,
athletic fields, and so on. A late
bulletin says that similar turf
schools are being conducted in Har-
risburg and in Allentown (Pa.).
This movement deserves to grow!

MANNA FROM HEAVEN?
Q-—Practically every golf club in
the world is the beneficiary of some
development in equipment, improved
turfgrasses, more efficient safer pes-
ticides, new and better fertilizers, and
so on. The folks at our club have
wondered *‘from whence comes this
largesse?”" Is it manna from the sky
or did it cost someone money, time
and effort? We depend, for example,
on fine-textured hybrid bermuda-
grasses, Penncross bent, several of
the new bluegrasses and ryegrasses
and a range of pesticides and im-
proved long-lasting fertilizers. How
can we contribute to the improve-
ment of turf? (North Carolina)
A—To coin a phrase, “I'm glad
you asked that.” To give financial
support to research and teaching
programs in turf, several states
have organized and developed turf-
grass councils. These councils pro-
vide memberships for firms, golf

continued on page 14
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clubs, individuals and associations
that are involved in turf. These mem-
bership monies are turned over to
qualified research institutions, which
do the job of developing and test-
ing these newer and better things
for better turf.

Because this writer belongs to
several councils, but is more in-
timately associated with the Penn-
sylvania Turfgrass Council, let me
tell how the Pennsylvania system
works. Golf clubs are invited to
join as Sustaining Members at $100
a year. Superintendents are urged to
put this item in the maintenance
budget so that it becomes routine.
Tax-assist money and grants-in-
aid no longer can support the full-
blown program. Firms that make
their living from turf also are in-
vited to join at $100 a year. We
have not neglected the individual,
who can be affiliated for a modest
$10 a year. Then, too, there is a
slot for contributions. In this cate-
gory anyone can help, no matter
where or who they are. We have
people who enjoy the fruits of

Pennsylvania research in such far-
away places as California, Hawaii,
Australia and South Africa. With
the exception of minor expenses
for clerical help and office supplies,
all monies are transferred to the
Pennsylvania Turfgrass program—
with no overhead skimmed off the
top.

Other states operate similarly.
Plans are afoot to coordinate ac-
tivities among state councils.

NEW RYEGRASSES WORTH COST?
Q—In overseeding bermudagrass
greens, most clubs have relied main-
ly on common (domestic) ryegrass.
Now clubs are being urged to use
the new turf-type perennial rye-
grasses, which, among other things,
are said to be easier to mow clean.
Do you think that the extra expense
is justified? Are these grasses that
much better? (Georgia)
A—I will vote for the new turf-
type perennial ryegrasses, prefer-
ably in a blend. Leaders include
Pennfine, Manhattan, NK-100 and
NK-200. Supplies are limited,
which is one reason for blends.

Blends also overcome a weakness
in one strain or another. Mowing
clean is but one advantage. These
new ryegrasses are less competi-
tive with bermuda; they persist
longer into hot weather (smoother
transition), which gives the bermuda
a better chance to recover and they
are much more resistant to diseases.
The color is brilliant compared to
annual ryegrass and the texture is
comparable to bentgrass. Resist-
ance to cold is another plus. Yes,
I would say that the higher price
per pound is amply justified. Ex-
pense may be only a little greater,
because less seed is required.

LIME DUST PROBLEM
Q-—Maost golf courses in this area,
and in the rest of the state, use
limestone generously to improve
fertilizer efficiency, to keep thatch
to a minimum and for the general
good of the grass and micro-organ-
isms. The trouble is, every time
lime is spread there is a general
outcry because of the dust on golf-
ers’ shoes and in the air. Dust
drifting onto ericaceous plants is

continued on page 62

Why Use Oregon

FINE FESCUES
for Overseedmg?

" FESCUES Fare Well During Dry Spells
'OREGON FESCUES Grow Well in Shade
FAST GERMINATION — Blends With Other Grasses

FRE

I
FILL OUT COUPON, CLIP and MAIL TO: :
I
|

AY GRASS ...

WHEN
WATER’S
SHORT...
FESCUES

. KEEP ON

OVERSEEDING
BROCHURE

OREGON CHEWINGS AND
CREEPING RED FESCUE COMMISSION

1349 Capitol N.E., Salem, Oregon 97303
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OREGON CHEWINGS AND CREEPING RED FESCUE COMMISSION
1349 Capitol St. N.E, Salem, Oregon 97303
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GREENS AND TEES

PENNCROSS BENT
AND

TORONTO C-15 BENT

SOD or STOLONS
ALSO

FYLKING & WINDSOR

Quality Growers for 22 years

; Quality —Service ;

NURSERY

TINLEY

INC

4301 WEST FLOSSMOOR ROAD
TINLEY PARK, ILLINOIS 60477
312.798-2210
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What he needs,
money cant buy.

ne

Counc s public good

There are boys who need
fathers. Guys in veterans’
hospitals who need someone
to visit them. Old people
who need someone to talk to.
Kids who need tutors.

We know lots of people and
groups who need your help.
Write “Volunteer,” Washington,
D.C. 20013.

We need you.@

The National Center for
Voluntary Action.

(o)
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a concern, too. Do you know of any

way that the dust can be reduced
short  of eliminating  liming?

( Pennsylvania)
A—Superintendents who have hy-
draulic  applicators  (hydro-mul-
chers, hydro-seeders, hydro-grass-
ers) have the problem licked, es-
pecially for putting greens and tees.
In water suspension there is no dust.
For 50 to 70 acres of fairways hy-
draulic spreading is a bit impracti-
cal and this is the area where dust
is a big problem.

Very recently, I have received a
sample of finely-pulverized lime-
stone that has been pelletized into
firm granules. This product is vir-
tually dust free and can be spread
with conventional gravity feed

spreaders or with spinner type
spreaders. The granules can be
crushed with firm pressure from

one’s fingers. Dropped into water,
the pellets quickly disperse and
spread out in the familiar appear-
ance of finely pulverized limestone.

One advantage of granules is
that they roll off blades of grass.
When moisture is supplied (rain
or irrigation), they dissolve (they
really disintegrate) and settle down
to the job that lime is designed to
do—without dust. You can expect
the cost to be somewhat higher than
conventional limestone.

In naming the company that de-
signed and manufactures this pel-
letized lime (known as Granulime),
I assume no responsibility for the
product. I would prefer that Paul
Perrine, president, answer the in-
quiries, rather than I. The company
is Calcium Products Corp., P.O. Box
270, Aurora, Ind. 47001. The mine
and plant are near Irvington, Ky.

No information has been given
to me about Ca and Mg contents
nor about the fineness (screen test)
of the limestone prior to the granu-
lating process.

This question and answer has
been prepared to acquaint GOLF-
poMm's readers with another step
in progress toward refined manage-
ment of turfgrass areas. It implies
no recommendation for use or en-
dorsement of the product. Those
readers who are interested are asked
to correspond directly with Paul
Perrine.

JET FUEL DAMAGE

Q- —Everyday there are 20 to 25
hig jets that fly over my golf course
in their landing pattern. I can see
fuel being dumped as they approach
the runway. The greens that lay be-
neath this approach pattern give me
more trouble than all the others.
Is there a connection? (Maryland)
A There is a first time for every-
thing and this is the first I've heard
of possible trouble from dumped
jet fuel. I don't know the answer,
but I'll work with you to find the
answer. | wonder if other clubs near
big airports have had any similar
experiences?

NATURE'S BOUNTY
Q We have many, many plants of
pokeweed (Phytolacca americana)
springing up all around our golf
course, especially where the soil
has been disturbed and organic
materials have been placed for dis-
posal. What is a good way to get rid
of them? (Virginia)
A—Eat them! Boiled pokeweed
greens are a delicacy superior to
spinach. Poke is similar to aspara-
gus. All you have to do is gather it,
cook and eat it. You can freeze it for
winter eating. But don’t eat the
purple berries. When pokeweed
grows tall and the leaves are old and
inedible, one can use the fleshy
roots. If anyone wants to pursue the
subject I will accept letters and
answer all of them in the future. I
cannot answer individual letters. O

PRESIDENTS /om page 29

ing potential; 54 per cent indicated
that their clubs have been refusing
outside business because of the
guideline. Twenty-five per cent of
the presidents of member-owned fa-
cilities said their clubs have consid-
ered giving up their non-profit ex-
emption to secure more non-mem-
ber income. On first consideration,
this figure does not seem great.
However, on further consideration,
it is considerable when viewed in
light of the very advantageous tax
status that would be lost. Therefore,
these clubs must feel that the po-
tential income that could be de-
rived from outside business, even
after taxes, would far outweigh any
savings via an exemption. a



