
Food Priee/ 

What*/ flheod in *73? 
It looks as if there will he no real let-

up in the upward pressure on food 

priees during at least the first half of 

1973, and perhaps throughout the 

remaining year. 

Planning clubhouse menus, from 

s imp l e sandwiches to e l abo ra te 

evening spreads and special nights, 

wil l be a headache , pa r t i cu l a r l y 

for the manager under pressure to 

keep costs and menu prices down. 

And there is also this factor ex-

perts are confused by present day 

food buying patterns. Consumers 

go on gr ip ing about higher food 

prices, but they go on buying high-

priced cuts of meat , convenience 

foods and the like. But will this atti-

tude spill over into din ing out? N o 

one seems to know. 

Says one food and beverage ex-

pert: 

" I ' m afraid diners are gett ing 

C l ub managers will find it 

harder than ever to keep 

food costs down and din-

ing members from com-

plaining 
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more and more hostile toward con-

t inua l ly increasing menu prices. 

This is especially true for those 

who seldom go out . They have a 

favorite meal one night, come back 

three months later and everything 

is a quarter more, and they get sore 

as hel l . A t home they b lame the 

store for higher prices, or the econ-

omy. but they go on shopping there. 

They walk out of the restaurant, c lub 

or whatever and feel the place has 

gouged them. It's a tough situation 

to try to cope wi th . " 

This is far from an uncommon 

sent iment . But professional food 

people are go ing to have to l ive 

with it for some time, it looks like. 

Here's how food prices on some ma-

jor items are shap ing up for the 

coming year. 

Certainly, the biggest single worry 

for anyone involved in runn ing a 

restaurant or pricing a menu is beef 

prices. I^xperts in the Agriculture 

Department see no let up in beef 

price increases. There just doesn't 

seem to be enough of this popular 

protein to go around. 

Some pressure by the Govern-

ment may be put on meat proces-

sors to help hold down wholesale 

prices. There are signs that there will 

be more catt le com ing to marke t 

in the next several months, at least 

that is what the Government experts 
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