
The price of a single major piece 
of equipment can range anywhere 
from $1,000 to $10,000. An hour 
meter, which could help protect that 
piece of equipment from costly un-
derserv ic ing , overserv ic ing and 
breakdowns, generally costs f rom 
$22 to $25. In relative terms that 's 
a bargain, when considering that 
overservicing alone can amount to 
an unnecessary $30 a year and un-
derservicing can reduce the life ex-
pectancy of a $1,000 piece of equip-
ment as much as one-third that of 
the properly serviced equipment. As 
for breakdowns, their cost depends 
on the cause of mechanical failure, 
the course operation and the num-
ber of direct labor people inacti-
vated because of the breakdowns, 
but the cost can be considerable. 
And although it cannot be mea-
sured in dollars, the attendant dis-
ruption of a course maintenance 
program can create inconvenience 
for the c l u b ' s m e m b e r s and , of 
course, additional problems for the 
superintendent. 

Robert G. Johnson, president of 
Illinois Lawn Equipment, Inc., Or-
land Park, 111., is a strong advocate 
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The use and the value of an odome-
ter in automobiles is unquestioned. 
They have become the universal 
tool for scheduling checkups and 
servicing. And it would be unthink-
able for anyone to purchase a used 
car without first checking the odo-
meter to see how many miles the 
car had been driven. 

As commonplace as these prac-
tices are in the automotive field, it 
is surprising how much pure guess-
work goes into scheduling routine 
service for expensive turf mainte-
nance equipment. Of course, the 
rule of mileage does not apply here. 
But the matter of engine running 
time does, and this can be measured 
by an hour meter. However, rela-
tively few pieces of sophisticated 
powered equipment in the past have 
been sold with an hour meter to re-
cord continuously and reliably the 
operating time of their gasoline en-
gines, nor have hour meters been in-
stalled often by the owner after pur-
chase, according to Dacton Instru-
ment Company, a major manufac-
turer of hour meters. And to com-
pound that problem, one major 
manufacturer of maintenance equip-

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s migh t 
consider adding hour me-
ters to their list of equip-
ment purchases. They can 
avoid the twin concerns of 
wasteful overservicing and 
damaging underservicing 

ment reports that some superintend-
ents do not even effectively use the 
hour meters that are standard on 
certain pieces of their equipment. 
If an accurate log of hour meter 
readings is not kept, then the super-
intendent is not reaping the full 
benefits of the device. 
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