
"CUTRINE absolutely got 
rid of all my a lgae before 
the Greater Milwaukee 
Open started/7 

Says Bud Hooper, course 
super intendent , Tr ipo l i 
Country Club, Milwaukee, 
Wis.: 

"Less than a week before the G M O , my 
water was solid with algae. I didn't think 
there was a chance CUTRINE could get 
rid of it in time. BUT IT DID! 

"The best thing about CUTRINE is it's 
safety. I i r r i g a t e my greens from my 
open water. With CUTRINE, I can draw 
water right after treatment and won't 
hurt the grass. We have ducks, too, and 
they aren't harmed either. 

"If CUTRINE worked only half as well 
as it does, I would use it because of the 
safety factor. 

"I wouldn't get other superintendents in 
a bind by recommending CUTRINE if I 
wasn't convinced it works, and safely. 

"CUTRINE is absolutely the best there 
is for algae control." 

C O N T R O V E R S Y IN T H E 
C R A B G R A S S BELT 

Time was when turfgrass managers 
really worried about crabgrass in 
the crabgrass belt. With efficient 
selective chemicals, both pre- and 
pos t - emergence , no one is tha t 
much conce rned t o d a y . T h e big 
question now is, "Which grass shall 
I go with?" Just about the t ime we 
think we have a sure answer nature 
does a flip and changes seasons on 
us. 

In the late 1940s and early 1950s 
U-3 b e r m u d a g r a s s looked like a 
sure winner. It moved steadily north 
and was used widely in the Phila-
delphia area, even in New York 
City. Then in the early 1960s nature 
dealt this interloper from the South 
a blow to the gut. Huge plantings 
were wiped out, mainly because an 
ear ly w a r m spell s t a r t e d new 
growth, only to be killed off by 
heavy late freezes. 

In the 1950s Merion Kentucky 
bluegrass soared to unprecedented 
heights, only to be crushed by un-
foreseen diseases, enhanced by heat 
and humidity, which are part and 
parcel of this transition zone. 

T h e zoys i ag ras ses were very 
much in the limelight at this time 
because research at Beltsville and 
at other stations confirmed their re-
liability for winter hardiness and 
tolerance to heat, diseases, insects 
and close mowing. The big trouble 
was "slow spread," and the neces-
sity for costly vegetative planting. 
Seed was unreliable, slow and diffi-
cult to establish. Also the billbug fi-
nally made "hash" out of unpro-
tected turf. 

The spring of 1972, cold and wet, 
was not des igned for the best 
growth of bermuda or zoysia. Poa 
flourished, then died out when hot 
weather came, leaving great gaping 
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holes in the turf. The best procedure 
at this point seems to be to seed 
hulled bermuda quickly to provide 
a playing turf, followed in early fall 
with another overseeding of selected 
coo l - season g rasses tha t have a 
chance of surviving. 

After working in this confusing 
area for 41 years and having inno-
cent ly added to the c o n f u s i o n by 
well-intentioned releases and recom-
m e n d a t i o n s , I am now forced to 
draw certain conclusions: 
1. A monoculture of any one grass 
cannot be depended on; 
2. The highly variable climate dic-
t a t e s a f lexible a t t i t u d e toward 
combining or alternating warm and 
cool-season grasses; 
3. Now that we have available to us 
excellent equipment for efficiently 
introducing seeds of grasses into 
established turf without stopping or 
interfering with play, we will see a 
great deal more of this action. This 
is all the more valid now that we 
have fast-growing elite ryegrasses 
and sturdier, more dependable blue-
g ra s se s . For quick ac t ion in hot 
weather, we can depend on hulled 
bermudagrass seed even though we 
expect it to suffer during winter. 

It has been said facetiously that 
the way to grow turf in the Wash-
ington area is to encourage crab-
grass during the summer and over-
seed with ryegrass in the fall for 
green turf through the winter until 
c r a b g r a s s t a k e s over aga in . At 
Beltsville we tried to approach this 
concept by combining Meyer zoysia 
and Merion bluegrass. By managing 
the fertility to keep the two peren-
nial grasses in balance, we devel-
oped some outstanding and exciting 
turf. The idea fizzled because I) 
zoysia was too slow and too expen-
sive to establish and 2) we had no 
good method of establishing Meri-
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Take 
Bud Hooper's 

word for it! 
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