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GOLF 
REJCHES 

Golf is providing personal pleasure 
and therapeutic benefits for some 
mental ly and physically hand i -
capped youngsters. But equipment 
and facilities are needed. The total 
golf industry must respond to fill 
this void and bring the game out 
from the fenced boundaries of its 
courses to make community rela-
tions more than just lip service. 

Public School 31 in Jersey City, 
N.J., has developed a golfing pro-
gram that affords its mentally and 
physically handicapped s tudents 
an oppo r tun i t y to e m b r a c e the 
rudiments of golf. The primitive fa-
cilities inside its auditorium con-
sist of a worn-out brush tee, a few 

Handicaps in golf put ev-
eryone on an equal basis. 
But handicaps in life cre-
ate second-class citizens. 
Golf is now being used to 
bring handicapped young-
sters out of the darkness 
and into the light 

plastic balls, heavy men's clubs and 
a carpet that substitutes as a putt-
ing green. 

Although the facilities are mea-
ger, the en thus iasm and deter -
mination which nearly 160 handi-

capped children have shown tow-
ard learn ing golf is evidence of 
their will to glimpse at and become 
a pa r t of the o ther side of the 
fence—to be accepted by society. 

The effort at PS 31 was the brain-
child of Joesph Olgin, principal, 
and Louis A r a g o n a , ins t ruc to r 
and long-time low handicap golfer. 
PS 31 's programs are one answer 
to "The Snake Pit." Society, then, 
has created the barr iers through 
its a t t i tudes and apathy. Society 
has shunted the handicapped into 
cages and never given them viable 
alternatives, a chance to choose 
better ways to live. Custodial con-
finement has been a financial and 



e m o t i o n a l d r a i n on p a r e n t s , the 
states and the nation. PS 31 be-
lieves, as do other humane cen-
ters, that the mentally and physi-
cally re tarded are t ra inable and 
can b e c o m e p r o d u c t i v e pa r t i c i -
pants in society. 

PS 31 has a workshop that is 
t raining mental ly and physically 
handicapped s tudents—some 160 
of them, ages 5 to 21—to earn a liv-
ing. "We are trying to bring them 
out into s o c i e t y , " Olgin says . 
" T h e p rog rams here, such as the 
w o r k s h o p and music and a r t , 
along with a full program in physi-
cal education—especially golf—is 
emphasizing the social amenities. 
We are attempting to teach them 
how to accept and be productive 
within their limitations. Society 
has ruined their egos. The children, 
aware they are viewed as burdens 
by society, are rejected, resented 
and ridiculed. We found that golf 
was an avenue to b r o a d e n the i r 
lives." 

"These children are teachable 
and r eachab le , " emphasizes Ara -
gona. " W e give them an oppor -
tunity to enjoy a basic int roduc-
tion into the fundamentals of golf, 
putting and chipping, and we have 
seen t r emendous and signif icant 
changes in their at t i tudes toward 
life. Golf has given them a will to live 
and compete ." Aragona, who has 

PS 3Ts teachers in action: Princi-
pal Joseph Olgin, preceeding page, 
and Louis Aragona, this page. 

been a teacher for 43 years, says 
golf has taken these children out 
from under the rug, with which so-
ciety stifled them. For the physi-
cally and menta l ly h a n d i c a p p e d 
youngster, the time after school is 
dark and dreary. Perhaps the "nor-
mal" brothers, sisters or friends ei-
ther ridiculed or ignored the handi-
capped child. "Golf has enabled 
him to get a little joy out of life. 
This type of child can do a mo-
n o t o n o u s task e n d l e s s l y , " A r a -
gona says. In fact, the school has 
now found it difficult to get the 
children to come to lunch—they 
want to continue practicing their 
putting. 

" A n d , " Olgin points out, "They 
are not under pressure to reach a 
certain level. Each proceeds at his 
own pace. These children set goals 
in life just like everyone else," Ol-
gin says. "They must be obtainable 
or the child will become frustrated. 

" A n e x a m p l e of the se l f - conf i -
dence which golf gives these stu-
dents occured with a child who had 
a speech problem—he was a stut-
terer," Olgin says. "As he became 
more and more proficient in golf, 
putting and chipping, it gave him 
an avenue to express himself. We 
have seen marked improvement in 
his speech." 

Vic Pedrola, head professional 
at Massacre Canyon Inn, Oilman 
Hot Springs, Calif., is one profes-
sional who has responded to the 
needs of the physically and men-
tally handicapped. Pedrola staged 



a golf clinic for the handicapped 
ch i ldren of San B e r n a d i n o and 
Riverside Counties. The golf clin-
ic, co-sponsored with the Eas ter 
Seal Soc i e ty , hos ted s o m e 30 
youngsters. Pedrola, in addition to 
discussing the game of golf and hit-
ting some trick shots, offered a free 
golf clinic for six lessons at Mas-
sacre Canyon Inn's 27-hole golf 
course. 

Walter Goodwin, volunteer di-
rector of public relations for the 
Eas te r Sea l Soc i e ty ' s I m p e r i a l 
and Riverside Counties, aided in 
setting up the program. Goodwin 
himself was cr ippled and on 
crutches dur ing the 1940s. " S a m 
Snead, head professional at The 
Greenbriar, worked with many dis-
abled war ve t e r ans and h a n d i -
capped pe r sons , " says Goodwin . 
" H e used to take us out on the putt-
ing green, some of the people were 
in wheelchairs." Goodwin was able 
to play golf on crutches and shoot in 
the 80s. 

A major rehabilitation center is 
being p lanned for the R ive r s ide 
area. One of the proposed projects 
is a three-hole golf course where 
whee lcha i r pa t i en t s and o t h e r 
handicapped persons can get the 
feel of the club and begin a pro-
gram for rehabilitation. 

"People such as Ben Hogan and 
the late Bobby Jones were able to 
overcome their handicaps and con-
tribute not only to golf, but to life," 
Goodwin says. "Golf facilities and 
p ro fe s s iona l s should m a k e the i r 

driving ranges and services avail-
able at slow or slack t imes so it 
won't interfere with normal oper-
ations," Goodwin believes. 

One of the most progressive ef-
fo r t s be ing made at i n c o r p o r a t -
ing golf into the lives of the handi-
capped is at the Vocat ional De-
velopment Center for the Handi-
capped in Akron, Ohio. Joe Spoon-
ster Sr., founder and executive di-
rector of the center, is a former 
PGA profess ional . In the last 30 
years, he estimates he has taught 
golf to some 3,000 mental ly and 
physically handicapped persons. 

He is the founder of the Rubber 
City Amputee Open which is in its 
13th year. 

The rehabilitation program at the 
center has physically and mental-
ly handicapped persons manufac -
turing golf equipment. An indoor 
putting range marketed under the 
name of Putto, and a Palmstroke 
putter and special putter grip are 
produced exclusively by the handi-
capped worke r s for the publ ic . 
"Handicapped does not mean with-
out ability," Spoonster says. "The 
public must give them a chance." 

Giving Spoonster and his stu-
dents a chance is Andy Ellebruch, 
owner of the Westlawn Golf Range 
in A k r o n . Ellebruch has allowed 
the handicapped students, when ac-
companied by Spoonster, free use 
of the dr iv ing r ange fac i l i t i es . 
"They never come during the busy 
t ime and have never i n t e r f e r r e d 
with b u s i n e s s , " E l l eb ruch says. 



HOW YOU CAN HELP 

With tax monies as tight as they 
are, schools aimed at helping 
t h e menta l ly and phys ica l ly 
h a n d i c a p p e d c a n n o t j u s t i f y 
using tax funds for golf equip-
ment, regardless of any bene-
fits. This is why the industry it-
self must respond. 

Golf has long lived under the 
mant le of snobbery and elit-
ism. As increasing pressures 
a r e b rough t to bear on 
g o l f — F e d e r a l and civil law-
suits, racial and social discrim-
ination charges—GOLFDOM has 
always advocated the golf in-
dustry's involvement in commu-
nity relations programs. Here 
is an opportuni ty for the in-
dustry to answer a real need. 

Golf clubs, especially chil-
d r e n ' s sets and l e f t - h a n d e d 
c lubs , pu t t e r s and ch ippe r s , 
practice mats and nets, plastic 
and solid golf balls, artificial 
p u t t i n g accessor ies , such as 
putting cups, are needed. Golf 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s have a myr i ad 
of old and used clubs, balls and 
mats just lying around. 

Schools and facilities, such as 
P S 31, need the m o r a l and 
equipment support the golf in-
dustry can provide on a local 
or national basis. There is no 
glamour or fanfare. But then 
you shouldn't be looking for 
any. But wholehearted efforts 
and responses can, and will, ul-
timately change the image that 
nongolfers have of golf, if the 
club is working for the better-
ment of the community. 

Section Professional Golfers' 
Assn . of A m e r i c a o f f i c i a l s 
and m e m b e r s and local golf 
equ ipmen t s a l e smen should 
continually be on the alert for 
ways to help handicapped chil-
dren. Club members should al-
so be encou raged to d o n a t e 
e q u i p m e n t or p a r t i c i p a t e in 
loca l e f f o r t s to help handi -
capped children. 

For reprints of this article 
for your club, or for more in-
formation on how you can help, 
c o n t a c t G O L F D O M , 2 3 5 E a s t 
45th Street, New York, N.Y. 
10017. 

" I t ' s very rewarding for me just to 
be involved in a small way in aiding 
in their rehabilitation." 

Olgin and Aragona sum up the 
contribution golf can make to the 
physical ly and men ta l ly h a n d i -
capped: "So little means so much to 
them." Society must learn to grow 
with them. According to Olgin, 
less than 5 per cent of the physical-
ly and m e n t a l l y h a n d i c a p p e d 
youngsters are unable to care for 
themse lves . But , because of t he 
current emphasis on conf inement 
instead of rehabi l i ta t ion, society 
has rendered 95 per cent of them 
helpless . A c c o r d i n g to n a t i o n a l 
figures, one in every five families 
have , or c a n expec t to have , a 
handicapped person in their family 
during their lifetime. 

"If a golf professional is a pro-
fess ional ," A r a g o n a says ," then 
he is because he cares for others. If 
he's teaching, he has to become a 
part of the gol fer so that he can 
teach him how to get the most out of 
golf with his phys ica l ab i l i t i e s . 
T h a t ' s all w e ' r e asking for t he 
handicapped. Don ' t wait for to-
morrow." • 

GROWTH 
Golf reaches Out With The 
H a n d i c a p p e d (GROWTH ) is a 
project being initiated by GOLF-
DOM and its sister publication 
GOLF MAGAZINE, to aid clubs, 
professionals, superintendents, 
managers and manufacturers 
in conducting programs for 
mentally and physically handi-
capped children and adults. 

There is so much that can be 
done t h a t does not requ i re 
money or inconvenience—only 
compassion to help those less 
fortunate. This is not charity, 
rather it is providing the han-
dicapped with the opportuni-
ties afforded the so-called nor-
mal person. Helping the handi-
capped is an investment in the 
future. Not only does rehabil-
itation enable them to become 
productive members of society, 
but they become tax payers, 
not tax burdens. 

And, it's not just children. 
According to the President's 
Committee on Employment of 
the Handicapped, to date over 
one-quarter million Vietnam 
veterans have been disabled 
through amputation or other 
handicaps. To have golf avail-
able to them greatly aids in 
their rehabilitation. 

GOLF MAGAZINE'S a n d GOLF-
DOM'S initial thrust will be to-
ward obtaining equipment for 
PS 31. Golf equipment manu-
facturers will be contacted by 
our advertising salesman to ob-
tain golf equipment to expand 
the program at the school. 

GOLF MAGAZINE a n d GOLF-
DOM have also accumulated a 
list of national and local men-
tal and physical rehabilitation 
centers in your areas that would 
welcome cooperation from the 
golf industry. Persons inter-
ested in helping should contact 
GROWTH, GOLFDOM Magazine, 
235 East 45th Street, New 
York, N.Y. 10017. 

And drop us a line when you 
do work with the handicapped 
and we will pass it along to 
our other readers. 

ROBERT J. ABRAMSON 
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER 


