
Golf course destruction is 
everyone's concern 

It does not matter whether we live in 
Chicago or its suburbs, or if we play 
golf or not, we cannot al low land 
developers to bulldoze any more golf 
courses in the name of progress. The 
public's lack of concern in regard to 
this wanton destruction of our fast-
diminishing recreational facilities 
and the complacency of those people 
who are in the position to stop it, will 
no doubt prove to be one of our 
generation's dismal inefficiencies of 
community planning. 

I will not attempt to name all the 
golf courses in this area that have met 
their demise due to our form of 
"progress." I will only name the few I 
have personally had the pleasure and 
privilege to enjoy in the past years. 
The following list only covers those 
courses which were in proximity of 
Chicago's western border: Hillside 
GC, Maplecrest GC, Tam O'Shan-
ter CC, Walnut Hill CC, Indian 
Head CC, Navajo Hil ls CC, M o -
hawk CC, Langford Links CC, T w i n 
Oaks CC, Acacia CC, Westward Ho 
CC, Big Oaks G C and Bunker Hills 
CC.. Wi th the e x c e p t i o n of T a m 
O'Shanter the courses were public 
daily fee. This summer Mohawk 
CC, which has survived these past 47 
years, must make way for more fac-
tory sites. 

The popularity and play of golf has 
increased m a n y fold in the past 
decade, possibly due to the free pro-
motion given by the telecasting of 
golf tournaments in the past 15 years 
and also because of the public's in-
creased interes t in par t i c ipa tory 
sports. In every new generation more 
people have more leisure time and 
enjoy more money than did their 
predecessors. 

This alarming disappearance of golf 
courses since the 1950s cannot be due 
to the lack of interest in golf, not be-

cause it is proving to be an un-
profitable operation, but because of 
the pressure put upon the golf course 
owners by smart money manipula-
tors w h o can show without diffi-
culty, how by following their advice 
to sell the land for other uses, they can 
make millions. 

T h e above is wr i t t en w i t h my 
apologies to those who so devotedly 
worked for the preservation of our 
golf courses, but were overwhelmed 
by adversities or numbers. 

May I add a fact known to us golf 
buffs , that those t e r m i n a t e d golf 
courses were built during a period 
when land in this area was plentiful 
and only the choicest most suitable 
land was used for golf courses. The 
requ i s i t e s are: acces s ib i l i ty for 
quantitative play; rolling terrain and 
natural hazards such as tall trees, 
flowing streams and lakes. This will 
be a good start for the making of a 
championship golf course. N o w add 
many months of man's labor and 
growth of nature, give five to 20 
years, depending on how much a "na-
ture" start you had and you will wind 
up with a good golf course. 

In conclusion, our insane drive to 
fill every available open or recrea-
tional area with housing develop-
ments, factories and supermarkets 
without regard to community plan-
ning for the betterment of human 
needs, without consideration for the 
aesthetics and quality of living, will 
most surely assure us of transform-
ing the same quality of life to our 
outer city as we knew or left behind 
in our inner city. I am sure that our 
present city planners will not be here 
long to enjoy our future environ-
ment which they were so instrumen-
tal in foisting upon us. Why would 
they want to live among nothing but 
concrete, stone and steel entwined 
with more concrete to support the 
endless increase of traffic and noise? 
Not if by choice they can live near na-
ture once again, free of the ugly bleak 
surroundings they so aptly planned 
for us. 

Richard Orloiv 
Villa Park, III. 

Editor's note: The above open letter 
w a s m a i l e d to nat iona l and state 
legislators of Illinois and to other 
l eg i s la t ive bodies as we l l as any 
group , o r g a n i z a t i o n , p u b l i c a t i o n 
or association which may be influen-
tial in the preservation of golf courses 
in metropolitan areas. 

AX I ZONA 
Turf Irrigation I Water Works 
Supply Co. 
Phoenix 
(602) 276-2451 
Hanson's Water Works Supply 
Company 
Tucson 
(602) 624-4416 

ARKANSAS 
Capital Equipment, Inc. 
Little Rock 
(501) 372-7115 
CALIFORNIA 
Oranco Supply Co. 
Anaheim 
(714) 635-3400 
Kern Turf Supply, Inc. 
Bakersfield 
(805) 327-4048 
Oranco Supply Co. 
Canoga Park 
(213) 883 0075 
Controlled Irrigation 
Fresno 
(209) 222-4843 
Ewing Irrigation Products 
Sacramento 
(916) 922-5618 
Oranco Supply Co. 
San Bernardino 
(714) 796 0266 
Contractor Supply 
San Diego 
(714) 262-9911 
Ewing Irrigation Products 
San Leandro 
(415) 357-9530 

COUHUOO 
The Warner Company 
Denver 
(303) 355-7371 

DELAWARE 
Lewis W. Barton Co. 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 
(609) 429-6500 

FLORIDA 
National Irrigation 
Ft. Lauderdale 
(305) 581-1583 
Russell Daniel Irrigation Co. 
Havana 
(904) 539-6136 

OfORGIA Russell Daniel Irrigation Co. 
Athens 
(404) 543 0168 

IDAHO 
Conely Company 
Salt Lake City. Utah 
(801) 484 5208 
ILLINOIS 
Sprinkler Irrigation Supply Co 
Addison 
(312) 629-7730 

INDIANA 
Irrigation Supply Company 
Louisville. Kentucky 
(502) 585-4305 

Kuhn-Neuichafer, Inc. 
Salina 
(913) 825-0578 

KENTUCKY Irrigation Supply Company 
Louisville 
(502) 585-4305 
LOUISIANA 
Beach Cycle I Supply Co., Inc. 
Gulfport. Mississippi 
(601) 863 2377 
MARYLAND 
Lewis W. Barton Co. 
Simpsonville 
(301) 531-5051 
MICHIQAN 
Sprinkler Irrigation Supply Co. 
Royal Oak 
(313) 548-7272 

MINNESOTA 
Milsco Engineering, Inc. 
Minneapolis 
(612) 724 3655 

MISSISSIPPI 
Beach Cycle I Supply Co., Inc. 
Gulfport 
(601) 863-2377 

MISSOURI 
Kuhn-Neuschafer, Inc. 
Salina. Kansas 
(913) 825-0578 
NEVADA 
Las Veges Fertilizer Co., Inc 
North Las Vegas 
(702) 6 4 9 1 5 5 1 

NEW ENGLAND STATU 
Irrigation ft Equipment Supply Co. 
Milford, Connecticut 
(203) 874 1096 
Irrigation & Equipment Supply Co. 
Walpole, Massachusetts 
(617) 668-7814 

NEW JERSEY 
Lewis W. Barton Co. 
Cherry Hil l 
(609) 429-6500 
Andrew Wilson, Inc. 
Union 
(201) 686-2000 

NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque Chemical Co., Inc. 
Albuquerque 
(505) 247-2321 
El Paso Turf Supply 
El Paso, Texas 
(915) 755 5663 

NEW YORK 
Andrew Wilton, Inc. 
Union, New Jersey 
(201) 686-2000 
S. V. Moffett Company, Inc. 
West Henrietta 
(716) 334 0100 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Pump & Lighting Company, Inc. 
Charlotte 
(704) 377-1583 

NORTH DAKOTA 
Milsco Engineering, Inc. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
(612) 724-3655 

OHIO 
Sprinkler Irrigation Supply Co. 
Royal Oak, Michigan 
(313) 548-7272 

OKLAHOMA 
Southwest Irrigation Company 
Tulsa 

(918) 627-7272 

OREGON 
United Pipe I Supply Co., Inc. 
Eugene 
(503) 688 6511 
United Pipe & Supply Co., Inc. 
Medford 
(503) 779-6721 
United Pipe I Supply Co., Inc. 
Portland 
(503) 281-0058 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Lewis W. Barton Co. 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 
(609) 429-6500 

TENNESSEE 
Irrigation Supply Company 
Louisville. Kentucky 
(502) 585-4305 

TEXAS 
El Paso Turf Supply 
El Paso 
(915) 755-5663 
Watson Distributing Co. 
Houston 
(713) 771-5771 
Watson Distributing Co. 
San Antonio 
(512) 824-7447 

UTAH 
Conely Company 
Salt Lake City 
(801) 484 5208 

VIRGINIA 
Lewis W. Barton Co. 
Richmond 
(703) 644-1747 

WASHINGTON 
Poison Company 
Seattle 
(206) 622-2891 
Poison Company 
Spokane 
(509) 327-9571 

WISCONSIN 
Milsco Engineering, Inc. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
(612) 724 3655 

WYOMING 
Conely Company 
Salt Lake City. Utah 
(801) 484 5208 

CANADA 
Buckner Sprinkler Co. 
(Caneda) Ltd. 
Edmonton, Alberta 
(403) 465-3636 

Contact your 

Buckner 
professional 
for a showing 




